



The end of a gay publishing era 

Winston Leyland, who brought gay 
classics to the masses, closes up shop. 
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A life brutally cut short 

Friends , colleagues remember 
murdered lesbian D.C. official 
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Eft-r Jag 

Lesbian spy spoof 

Angela Robinsons 
action caper ‘D.E.B.S.’ 

see Arts section 
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RIDS 

Office 

fights 

audit 

results 

by Matthew S. Bajko 

T he city’s AIDS Office is disput¬ 
ing audit results of two pro¬ 
grams funded by Ryan White 
CARE Act dollars in which fed¬ 
eral auditors have recommended as 
much as $340,000 be returned to the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

The federal department’s Office of 
Inspector General conducted the au¬ 
dits of two contracts from the 2001 
fiscal year between April 2003 and last 
August. The audits came at the be¬ 
quest of the Senate’s finance commit¬ 
tee, which asked for audits nationwide 
to ensure Ryan White CARE Act 
monies were being properly spent. 

An audit of the AIDS Offices’ $1.5 
million contract with Baker Places to 
provide short-term and emergency 
housing to low-income people living 
with HIV or AIDS found that the 
agency had inappropriately claimed 
costs of $216,461. Federal auditors 
have also questioned another $80,776 
claimed for housing services that may 
not have met the intent of the CARE 
Act. 

The second audit found that the 
AIDS Office had reimbursed Contin¬ 
uum HIV Day Services $42,625 in ex¬ 
cess of allowable program costs under 
a contract to provide integrative ser¬ 
vices to people living with HIV or 
AIDS. 

In both instances, the AIDS Office 
is disputing the inspector general’s 
findings and has raised concerns 
about the legality of the audits in the 
first place. In their written response to 
the audits, health department officials 
claim they received conflicting infor¬ 
mation regarding the “intent, pur¬ 
pose, and objective” of the audits of 
both agency’s contracts. They claim at 
first they were informed that the vis¬ 
its were to “merely conduct a survey... 
and not an audit” and that the infor¬ 
mation provided to the inspectors 
“would only be used to select a local 
contractor to be audited.” 

Because local health officials, 
agency staff, or the local inspectors 
“were not clear on the intent of the 
audit,” it “led to the remarks of the 
initial interviews as stated by the staff 
to be taken out of context.” Thus, 
health department officials claim in 
their response that the audits contain 
“inconsistent statements regarding 
contractual relationships, fiscal 
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Queer activists joined with thousands of others and marched through San Francisco on 
Saturday, March 19 to protest the second anniversary of President Bush's decision to 
invade Iraq. From left, Jerry the Faerie helps John Burnside (the widower of gay rights 
pioneer Harry Hay) lead the LGBT contingent with Tommi Avicolli Mecca. 


SFAF Executive 
Director Mark Cloutier 


fter a nine-month national search, 
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation 
has announced its new executive di¬ 
rector - and he is already familiar 
with the city’s 
AIDS programs. 

Mark Cloutier, 
the executive di¬ 
rector of the Ten¬ 
derloin-based HIV/ 

AIDS services or¬ 
ganization Con¬ 
tinuum, will take 
over the top posi¬ 
tion at SFAF on 
June 1 at an annu¬ 
al salary of 
$170,000. He re¬ 
places Pat Chris¬ 
ten, who resigned 
last July after 15 
years at the helm 
of the city’s largest AIDS service organization. 

This is no ordinary hire, Cloutier and 
SFAF search team members emphasized at a 
meeting with the Bay Area Reporter on Tues¬ 
day, March 22. For starters, SFAF’s initial pri¬ 
ority put forth by search team chair and 
board member 
Lonnie Payne was 
to find a new ex¬ 
ecutive director 
with longevity, 
and Cloutier af¬ 
firmed that he 
plans to be with 
the organization 
for years. 

_ “For the first 
| month or two of 
5 the search 

m process, that was 
“ the big issue for 
me,” said Payne, 
adding that 
Cloutier fulfills 
other important criteria as well - under¬ 
standing the agency’s vision, possessing solid 
knowledge of the pandemic, having a sensi¬ 
tivity to the various communities impacted 
by HIV/AIDS, and demonstrating a history of 
managing an organization from a variety of 
aspects. 

Cloutier also has what SFAF policy direc¬ 
tor Fred Dillon called “the perfect combina¬ 
tion” of direct service work experience and 
policy acumen, two essential factors in SFAF’s 
work that are directly related to each other. 

“It’s the direct services,” said SFAF board 
chair Mark McCormick, “that really give us 
credibility at policy discussions.” 

In addition to his nonprofit background, 
Cloutier also has over 20 years experience in 
public policy and legislative work, including 
as a former aide to Senator Barbara Boxer 
when she was in the House of Representa¬ 
tives. Cloutier, who is openly gay, holds a mas¬ 
ter’s degree in public policy and public health 
from the University of California, Berkeley. 

At Continuum, Cloutier oversees a budget 
of $3.5 million, a staff of 41 people, and the 
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SFAF board member 
Lonnie Payne 


Tim Wilson, processing archivist, with the pulp fiction collection in the Hormel Center Archive. 


5till out against the war! 


new 
leader 
for 5FRF 

by Zak Szymanski 


Hormel Center set 
to unueil troue of 
gay treasures 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

T he excitement and awe of Randy Shilts 
seeing the late San Francisco Supervi¬ 
sor Harvey Milk - the first openly gay 
man to win election to public office in 
California - sworn into office is still palpable 
27 years after he described that day in Janu¬ 
ary 1978 in his diary. 

“What a day, up at 7:30, rush to KQED 
newsroom, go to Castro Street to film city’s 
first gay supervisor walking to swearing in,” 
wrote Shilts, who covered the AIDS epidem¬ 
ic for the San Francisco Chronicle and later 
wrote the book And the Band Played On, 


which chronicled the early days of the epi¬ 
demic. 

For nearly 14 years Shilts’s diary and other 
archival materials from his life, amounting to 
150 cubic feet at the time it was donated to 
the public library in 1991, have been careful¬ 
ly stored and preserved by library archivists. 
In 1996, after the opening of the library’s 
James C. Hormel Gay and Lesbian Center, the 
nation’s first gay and lesbian archive center, 
Shilts’s papers became part of the Hormel 
collection. 

Yet due to its overwhelming size, the col¬ 
lection remained mostly unavailable to the 
public. While researchers who specifically re¬ 
page 19 ► 
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Electrolysis is Permanent Hair Removal 



As I’ve done 
for myself and 
thousands of others, 
let me remove your 
unwanted hair permanently 

Call John Frizzell 

Licensed Electrologist 

626-2729 

For Free Consultation 
www.castroelectrology.com 



] 


SUTTER DENTAL 


SPA & SEDATION DENTISTRY 


Formerly Michael W. Blevins, DDS & Associates 



BARRY WITT, DDS 


CHRIS BONIN, DDS 


AESTHETIC DENTISTRY * LASER WHITEN I N G 
VENEERS • PERIODONTAL THERAPY @ IMPLANTS 
SMILE DESIGN • INVISIBLE BRACES 


We are Delta Dental Providers. Patient financi 


DOWNTOWN 

GLEN PARK 

450 Sutter St, Suite 1233 

2790 Diamond Street 

(415) 986-6223 

(415) 585-1500 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.SUTTERDENTAL.COM 



SexuaC leafing ‘fherayv 

An alternative or a complement to 
psychotherapy or medical treatment, 
Sacred Intimacy is a somatic approach 
to resolving erotic issues such as: 

~rapid ejaculation 
~erection difficulties 
-fear of anal penetration 
-inhibited ejaculation 
~genital or body shame 

Dr. Brian 5 
41S-SS1-7866 

www.SjtiriT’oucft. 


When you want the superior service of a dedicated REALTOR® 

Contact Your CITY / COUNTRY Connection Today! 


<0 

SC 

<3 


SC 

<3 


ERTH 


REAL ESTATE 


JOHN GENOVESE 



415-407-8796 or 707-303-6358 
JohnGenovese@HERTH.coni 




Secure a mailbox 
with benefits. 



2370 Market St (94114) 

41S.431.0121 

182 Howard St (94105) 

41S.495.6963 

S 2005 Mail Boxes Ck, tot. S 28 C 32174 S 02.05 


With mailbox services from 
The UPS Store*, you get a real street 
address, not a P.0. Box. Plus, we 
can sign for your packages so you'll 
never miss a delivery. And that's just 
the beginning. 


New Leaf moves 
down Market Street 


by Zak Szymanski 


B eginning Tuesday, March 
29, clients and program par¬ 
ticipants of New Leaf: Ser¬ 
vices for Our Community can 
find everything under one roof. 
After 30 years of providing com¬ 
prehensive mental health, sub¬ 
stance abuse, HIV/AIDS, and so¬ 
cial support counseling and ser¬ 
vices at various locations. New 
Leaf is moving to Fox Plaza, at 103 
Hayes Street, near Market and 9th. 

The move is primarily moti¬ 
vated by efficiency, said New Leaf 
Executive Director Joseph Neisen. 

“We are entering our fourth 
decade. And we have been in any¬ 
where from three to six buildings 
over those last 30 years,” said 
Neisen. “We can finally consoli¬ 
date all of our client services into 
one location and all of our staff 
offices into one location. From a 
client perspective, the community 
will understand that there’s one 
central location and not multiple 
buildings. And from a staff per¬ 
spective, having everyone in the 
same building will provide more 
cohesiveness.” 



New Leaf's Joe Neisen 


A better rental market didn’t 
hurt either, allowing the organiza¬ 
tion to ensure its future for sever¬ 
al years. 

“One of the benefits of the 
downturn of the economy is that 
we were able to lock in some real¬ 
ly affordable rental rates for the 
next decade,” said Neisen. 

Just blocks from where New 
Leaf’s offices most recently have 
been located, New Leaf’s new 


building is easily accessible by 
BART and Muni and within walk¬ 
ing distance to the LGBT Com¬ 
munity Center, the Castro, South 
of Market, and downtown. 

“We’re thrilled,” said Neisen. 

New Leaf will be closed for a 
long weekend but all services are 
expected to be up and running by 
Tuesday. The organization also 
plans to host a spring gala 
fundraiser on Tuesday, April 12 at 
Teatro Zinzanni at the Embar- 
cadero from 6 to 9:30 p.m. The 
event will feature emcee Leslie Jor¬ 
dan; a cocktail and buffet recep¬ 
tion, special guests Honey 
Labrador and Robbie Laughlin of 
Bravo’s Queer Eye for the Straight 
Girl ; and a silent auction. Tickets 
start at $150. 

All of New Leaf’s phone num¬ 
bers and e-mail contacts will re¬ 
main the same after the move. The 
agency can be reached at (415) 
626-7000 or at www.newleafser- 
vices.org. ▼ 


Correction 

In Business Briefs column on 
March 3 ["New, hip hotel to 
open"], under the Transitions 
heading, it was incorrectly 
reported that It's Delectable 
cafe was closing. The cafe is 
still going strong as the 
owner and customers have 
informed us. We regret the 
error. 



6l a m a -Rama! 

the queerest hair salon in San Francisco 


I'/llfflIHIIIMIJ 



Call to order at Qdd 11 }20“5707 
or on the web at WWW. aoforce.com 


Isn't your health 
worth a dollar 
a day? 


What are you doing 

to build your immune system to 
give yourself a fighting chance 
against HIV, Prostate Cancer, 
Colon Cancer, Cardio Vascular 
Disease or even the common cold? 


We have put together a formula 
of 7 ingredients that we believe 
makes AO Force™ the 
strongest Antioxidant you 
can buy. And because we 
direct market, we can sell it to 
you for less than a quarter of 
the price if you bought each 
item at our potency separately. 
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LGBT groups host 
Easter events 


by Zak Szymanski 

F or LGBT Christians and oth¬ 
ers, the holidays can be a 
time to celebrate as well as 
reflect on family, religion, and 
community. The Bay Area plays 
host to numerous events this week 
to appeal to all members of the 
LGBT community, from the faith¬ 
ful to the festive. 

The Sisters of Perpetual In¬ 
dulgence throws its annual Easter 
picnic at Dolores Park on Sunday, 
March 27, beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
and featuring an egg hunt and cake¬ 
walk for kids; live entertainment by 
the Ethel Merman Experience, 
Trauma Flintstone, Kitten on the 
Keys, and Polkacide; an Easter Bon¬ 
net contest at 1 p.m.; and the infa¬ 
mous Hunky Jesus contest at 3:15. 
The Sisters of Russian River will also 
host a party on Friday, March 25 at 
Club FAB in Guemeville. For more 
information, visit 

www.thesisters.org. 

Following the picnic, SF Leather 
Daddy XX Tony Koester will host 
the sixth annual Easter Basket 
Auction at Daddy’s bar, 440 Cas¬ 
tro Street. The event benefits the 
Stop AIDS Project and runs from 4 
to 8 p.m.; admission is $7. 

As is tradition, Easter meals 
will be served by Tenderloin 
Tessie’s Holiday Dinners and 
Glide Memorial United 
Methodist Church, two organi¬ 
zations that are dedicated to pro¬ 


viding food and community to 
people in need. 

Tenderloin Tessie’s has been 
serving holiday dinners to the 
homeless, elderly, needy, and lone¬ 
ly since 1974. This year’s Easter din¬ 
ner with all the trimmings will be 
served from 1 to 4 p.m. at the First 
Unitarian Church, 1187 Franklin 
Street at Geary. Everyone is wel¬ 
come. Volunteers are also needed to 
help set up, prepare and serve the 
meal, and clean up; call (415) 255- 
7503 for more information. 

Glide is serving an Easter break¬ 
fast of scrambled eggs, ham, grits, 
and biscuits from 7 to 8:30 a.m. on 
Easter Sunday. Glide will serve East¬ 
er dinner from 9 a.m. until 2:30 
p.m., which will feature fried chick¬ 
en and all the trimmings. All Glide 
meals are served at 330 Ellis Street 
and are free to everyone. Financial 
donations are always welcome. Ad¬ 
ditionally, volunteers are still need¬ 
ed Sunday, with shifts available 
from 6 a.m. through 3:30 p.m. Call 
(415) 674-6000 for more informa¬ 
tion or visit www.glide.org/Easter- 
Volunteer.asp. 

Easter worship services will be 
held regularly throughout the area 
all week. Glide’s Easter services at 
330 Ellis Street include a 6 a.m. 
Sunrise Celebration, and 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. celebrations, featuring 
live music. 

Metropolitan Community 
Church of San Francisco will 
host Holy Thursday and Good 
Friday services at 7 p.m. on March 


24 and 25 respectively, and Easter 
Sunday services at 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 
and 7 p.m. at 150 Eureka Street 
between 18th and 19th. The Rev¬ 
erend Dr. G. Penny Nixon will be 
preaching. MCC-SF also has com¬ 
missioned seven new pieces of 
music for the week, all written by 
MCC members who are musi¬ 
cians. 

A new, and as yet unnamed 
MCC has been formed on the 
Peninsula for LGBT community 
members and allies. The church’s 
first service will be Easter Sunday, 
featuring the Reverend Terri 
Echelbarger, at 3 p.m. at College 
Heights Church, 1150 W. Hillsdale 
Boulevard, in San Mateo. For 
more information visit www.that- 
newchurch.org. 

Spirit Connection MCC 
Church in San Jose hosts its Sun¬ 
day service at 10:30 a.m. The 
church is located at 65 South 7th 
Street in downtown San Jose and 
Easter service will feature the Rev¬ 
erend Vicky Kolakowski. Good 
Friday services are at noon in St. 
James Park and at 7:30 p.m. at the 
church. Visit www.mccsj.org for 
more information. 

In the East Bay, the New Spir¬ 
it Community Church, an affil¬ 
iation between MCC and the 
United Church of Christ, will hold 
a sunrise service at 7 a.m. at Inspi¬ 
ration Point in Tilden Park. Call 
the church office at (510) 704- 
7729 for directions. The Easter 
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Grand Marshal & Pink Brick Vote 

You may vote for up to three in each of Categories A & B. One choice only from Category C. 
Please give your name and address below to help us ensure that only one ballot per person 
gets counted. This information is required for verification purposes only Your name and 
address will not be added to any mailing list. When you have completed your ballot, please 
mail it to us at the address below. Envelopes containing more than two ballots will be invalid, 
as are photocopy ballots. 

DEADLINE FOR THE RECEIPT (NOT POSTMARK) OF BALLOT IS MARCH 31st. 

Indicate Your Vote By Circling Up To Three Choices In Each of 
Categories A & B and One Choice in Category C. 


A. Individuals 



Randy Burns 
James Hormel 
Alec Mapa 
Molly McKay 


Juanita More 
Peggy Moore 
Donna Sachet 



B. Organizations 


Equality California 
Inter-Club Fund 

NCLR (National Center for Lesbian Rights) 

PAWS (Pets Are Wonderful Support) 

SF TEAM (Transgender Empowerment Advocacy & Mentorship) 


C. Pink Brick 


Reverend Lou Sheldon 
Traditional Family Values Coalition 
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein 

Please add your name and address below to ensure that only 1 ballot per person is counted. 
Name_ 


Ballots must be mailed to: 

SFLGBTPCC, Inc. • 1800 Market Street, PMB #5 • San Francisco, CA 94102 

and be received by March 31, 2005. For more information: www.sfphde.org 



GET FAST RELIEF FROM... 

• Back, Neck, Hip, Knee or Ankle Pain 

• Headaches • Muscle & Joint Aches 

• Sciatica • Auto Injuries & Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line. 

Easy street parking • Evening 81 weekend hours 

Advantage Chiropractic 

• PAIN RELIEF CENTER • 

Call today for a free consultation 

m 587-7000 CB 

2445 Ocean Ave. (1/2 Block East of Junipero Serra) 



Not 25 anymore? 

You can still look great and feel your best! 
Mature bodies respond differently. 

My progressive, safe programs are 
designed with realistic expectations 
as the key to achieving your goals. 

And, you’ll have fun, too! 

‘Martin Syector 

...with you every rep oj the way! 

Certified Personal Trainer/Weight Manager 
Free Consultation Call 415-606-4695 or 

Email: TrainerMartin@SBCglobal.net 


• State of art Luxury 
Dental Service 

• 1 hour teeth 
whitening 

• Specializing in 
Da-Vinci Veneers 
(as seen on Extreme 
Make-Overs) 


C j Dr. Markus 
Watson 

Preventive, Cosmetic, and Emergencies 

FREE TEETH CLEANING- ^ 

$75 FOR X-RAYS AND EXAM , 


(415) 437-0800 (Castro location) 

2370 Market Street, SF 94114 
(@ Market & Castro) 

New patients only with exam and bitewing x-rays 
for $75. ($285 value). This offer may exclude the 
free teeth cleaning in case of gum disease that may 
require further treatment. Offer expires 5/1/05. 

There is a fee for transfer of x-rays 


THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME! 

THE SAN FRANCISCAN RESORT & CYM 
PUERTO VALLARTA, MEXICO 
1 - WWW.SAN-FRANCISCAN.COM 



Our financial needs are not 
straight forward. 

Work with someone who understands 
the unique investment, insurance and 
retirement planning needs of our community. 


Dennis Nix 


DNtx@FinSvcs.com 


415-743-1003 


i MassMutual 


Securities amt Investment advisory services offered through 
MML investors Services. Inc. San FVandsco Bay Area Agency LLC 
Robert Fakhimi. CUJ, ChFC. CFR General Agent 
Supervising Office: 2121N. California Bivd, 
Vtoinut Creek, CA 94596. 925«7»2300 


10 years living and 
working in SOMA - 
and I know the area 
intimately. 

If you're buying or 
selling in SOMA - 
Talk to me first? 


Whitney Baxter Davis 
415.905.0255 xl67 
318 Brannan Street 
whitneybdavis@zephyrsf.com 
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JUt'b BAKUtKanUH 

just a little off the top 


JEFF CILIONE 

Barber 

4102 19th St., SF, CA, 94114 
Mobile: 415-596-6235 
JEFF@JOESBARBERSHOP.com 
www.JOESBARBERSHOP.com 



Foodie? Why go downtown? 


We’re your new neighborhood source for 
fine cookware and gourmet ingredients 


Cooks 

lULEVARD 



(415)647-2665 
1309 Castro St. (a). 24th 



Our Friendly, Individualized Services Include: 


Tax Preparation 

TaxPlus Financialplanning 

financial services Mortgage Services 

415-431-9660 lnvestments * 

info@taxplus.cc Insurance 

In the Heart of the Castro 


Specializing in Tax and Financial Planning 



Steven Berman, E.A. 

* Advisory Representative 


‘Securities offered through: H.D. Vest Investment ServicesSM, Member SIPC, Advisory 
Services offered through: H.D. Vest Advisory Services SM, non-bank subsidiaries of Wells 
Fargo & Co., 6333 North State Highway 161, Fourth Floor, Irving, TX 75038 (972) 870-6000 


( r % > 

Kurt Wagner 

f 

• Couples Work 

* Hypnotherapy 

♦ Individual Sessions 

• Intuitive Consulting 

* Tantra 

• Tarot 

Visit the web site for information or call: 

415-552-5680 • www.kurtsf.com 
email: kurt@kurtsf.com 



JARROD C. CORNEHL 

D.D.S. 


cosmetic and preventive dentistry 


your smile is for life! 


convenient union square location 


cosmetic dentistry smile design laser whitening cerec crowns 
tooth colored fillings invisible braces porcelain veneers 


450 suffer sfreef, suife 1220 
tel. 415.986.1020 
suttercosmeticdentistry.com 


Real Bad’ photo contest is back 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 

G rass Roots, Gay Rights West 
wants photographers to 
dust off their cameras and 
enter its contest aimed at captur¬ 
ing the male leather scene in all its 
sexuality. The winning entry will 
be featured on posters and other 
promotional material for GRGR 
West’s 16th annual “Real Bad” 
party that closes out the Folsom 
Street Fair in September. 

Real Bad is a huge 
bash, and has be¬ 
come the longest 
running, most suc¬ 
cessful event of its 
kind in the city. Over 
the years, nearly 
$400,000 has been 
raised for GLBT 
rights organiza¬ 
tions, community 
services, and HIV and other 
health-related issues. 

For the contest, GRGR West is 
looking for photos that capture 
the essence of Real Bad and the 
street fair, which is one of the 
largest leather/fetish festivals in 
the country. Images may include 
any of the following elements: 
dark side, fetish, roleplay, fantasy, 
ambiguity/abstract, masculinity, 
playfulness, sensuality/sexuality, 
and levi/leather. Photos must be 
of men only and may not show 
full frontal nudity. 

Professional, amateur, and as¬ 
piring photographers are invited 
to enter the contest. The winning 
image(s), credited to the photog¬ 
rapher, will be targeted to more 
than 250,000 people who attend 
Folsom Street Fair and its related 



events. 

Because all proceeds from Real 
Bad are donated to beneficiary or¬ 
ganizations, there is only a small, 
one-time $200 prize for the con¬ 
test winner, organizers said. The 
deadline for entry is June 30. Win¬ 
ners will be contacted by July 5. 
Complete rules and entry forms 
are posted at www.realbad.org. 

Gay seniors seek porn 

The San Francisco Prime 
Timers, a social group for older 
gay men and their friends, is 
seeking donations for its up¬ 
coming sixth annual porn 
sale. Organizers said that 
this is an opportunity for 
people to weed out their 
collections, eliminate 
things they don’t 
care for, or make 
room for new ad¬ 
ditions and help a 
32-year-old nonprofit organiza¬ 
tion at the same time. 

Items being sought include 
DVDs, books, magazines, calen¬ 
dars, 8 mm film, sex toys, puzzles, 
posters, etc. Items are individually 
priced for the sale, which this year 
takes place on Saturday, June 18. 

To make a donation, arrange 
for a pick-up, or for more infor¬ 
mation about the sale or the Prime 
Timers organization, call Arthur 
Hurwith at (415) 648-8678. 

Hep C workshop 

The Living with Hepatitis C 
Project at Quan Yin Healing Arts 
Center will present a free work¬ 
shop Saturday, March 26 at the 
group’s office, 455 Valencia Street 
in San Francisco. Misha Cohen, 
OMB, L.Ac., will present the 


workshop, which will focus on 
Chinese medicine and treatment 
for hepatitis C infection. 

The session starts with a light 
breakfast at 9:30 a.m. and will end 
with a mini-Qigong class at noon, 
taught by Laura Bresler. 

For more information, call or 
e-mail education coordinator 
Yukihiro Ippei Yasuda at (415) 
861-4964 or qyhac@aol.com. 

Workshop in Marin 
for DP law 

The Spectrum Center for LGBT 
Concerns will offer an educational 
workshop designed to help Marin 
County business and nonprofit 
leaders, as well as interested cou¬ 
ples and individuals, understand 
the sweeping changes contained in 
AB205, the Domestic Partner 
Rights and Responsibilities Act, 
which went into effect January 1. 
Linda Scaparotti, an attorney spe¬ 
cializing in family law, will lead the 
workshop, which is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 30 from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. at the Northern Bank Trust, 
575 Redwood Highway in Mill Val¬ 
ley. There is a $15 fee to attend and 
RSVPs are required by Monday, 
March 28. 

Spectrum Executive Director 
Paula Pilecki said that the work¬ 
shop is offered in response to the 
continuing demand from Marin 
businesses and individuals for 
comprehensive information about 
the new law. Spectrum held a sim¬ 
ilar workshop last December just 
before the law went into effect. 

People interested in attending 
should RSVP to (415) 457-1115, 
ext. 206. For more information 
about Spectrum center, visit 
www.spectrummarin.org. ▼ 




He’d love to see you on Easter. 

Of course, after you’ve risen from the 
dead, you’re happy to see anyone. 



No one would be happier to see you celebrate the miracle of the 
resurrection than Jesus. After all, it’s a miracle he wants everyone to share. 

(j9 © 2002 ChurchAd Project 


Christ Church, Lutheran (ELCA) 
415.664.0915 

Sunday worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday worship: 5:00 p.m. 

Daily Prayer (Tues.-Fri.): 12:15 & 5:15 p.m. 


1090 Quintara @ 20 th Ave. 

www.christchurchlutheran.org 

Maundy Thursday: 12:15 & 7:30 p.m. 

Good Friday: 12:15 & 7:30 p.m. 
Holy Saturday Great Vigil: 7:30 p.m. 
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HIV rafting group 
hires new director 


by Kevin Davis 


H ealing Waters, the organi¬ 
zation that has since 1996 
provided low-cost outdoor 
adventures to people with HIV 
and AIDS, has hired a new execu¬ 
tive director, funding develop¬ 
ment whiz Michael Dugan. 

Dugan replaces Karen Nem- 
sick, who led the organization for 
the past two years. 

As the Stop AIDS Project’s de¬ 
velopment director, Dugan set a 
record for the organization last 
June by raising $100,000 over its 
funding goal for that year. 

“At the risk of sounding trite, I 
went into counseling to have an 
impact on people’s lives, and after 
13 years I wanted, instead of hav¬ 
ing a direct impact, to help those 
providing the help,” said Dugan, a 
Noe Valley resident who is openly 

gay- 

Healing Waters’ diversified 
funding base of corporate and 
private foundations included 
Wells Fargo, the North Bay’s Silva 
Watson Moonwalk, Broadway 
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, Folsom 
Street Events (2005), Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence, Castro 
Street Fair, and the Tides Founda¬ 
tion. 

Later this year, Dugan expects 
to launch Healing Waters’ first sig¬ 
nature event, a “branding oppor¬ 
tunity” to build the mailing list 
and donor acquisition base. 

“I wish I could tell you more,” 
said Dugan, who wanted to keep 
plans under wraps for now. 

The small organization once 
run on one man’s passion has 
grown into a nonprofit with two 
professional staff, about 180 vol¬ 
unteers, and an annual budget of 
$258,000. Dugan’s annual salary is 
$65,000. 

In 1995, after testing negative 
for HIV, rafting enthusiast Cale 
Siler decided to take often-isolated 
friends with HIV and AIDS away 
from urban daily regimens to in¬ 
spire and empower them with 
wilderness thrills and campfires 
under the stars. Siler, a medical 
student, still sits on the 11-mem¬ 
ber, mixed-gender, multi-orienta¬ 
tion advisory board. 

Program director Rod Everett 
makes presentations to AIDS ser¬ 
vice organizations which charter 
seven of the 11 annual Healing 
Waters trips, such as Stop AIDS 
Project’s Positive Force weekend 
trip last summer. 

Each two-day, one-night, 15- 
participant trip requires four vol¬ 
unteers, two trip leaders, and sev¬ 
eral guides. The more challenging 
American River whitewater raft¬ 
ing trips require guides to attend 
three-week whitewater training to 
scout rapids, read water, and train 
for river rescue. More tranquil 
kayaking trips on bay waters in 
San Francisco and Monterey also 
require volunteers to undergo 
CPR and first aid training. 

The cost for the trips, accord¬ 
ing to Healing Waters’ Web site, is 
$40 per person. Participants are 
allowed to bring a supportive 
friend, even if HIV-negative, for 
the same price. Participants car- 
pool out from the city Saturday at 
7 a.m., for two days of rafting and 
return home Sunday night. 

Healing Waters schedules the 
adventures according to season - 
kayaking day trips in the Bay 
Area’s warm fall months, rafting 
in Sacramento in the spring. 



Michael Dugan, Healing Waters 7 new executive director. 


Beginning last year, the group 
flew in 11 recently diagnosed 
young people to its Camp Liquid 
in Lotus, California. Professional 
athletes solicited by advisory 
board and U.S. Kayaking Team 
member Kelly Starrett volunteered 
as camp counselors. A volunteer 
HIV physician was also on hand. 

“Kelly called in his buddies, 
who work with the kids on self¬ 
esteem,” said Dugan, a West Vir¬ 
ginia native who served for eight 
years as the United Way Santa 
Cruz campaign director. “Kids in 
high school are cruel. At age 15 
they have to hide being positive 
and popping meds.” 

But, for young campers “hav¬ 
ing HIV is a mute point,” he 
added. “They’re not a person with 
AIDS, but just a person.” 

Nutrition needs are also an im¬ 
portant part of the organization’s 
trips. 

“From a nutrition standpoint 
we developed a healthy, balanced 
mix of carbohydrates, proteins, 
and fats,” said Ann Cleveland, ad¬ 
visory board chair and local busi¬ 
ness magazine account manager, 
who attended a Healing Waters 
cross-country ski trip while em¬ 
ployed at an ad agency sharing of¬ 
fice space with the group in 1998 
and two days later agreed to vol¬ 
unteer as a safety guide. 


The trips offer a much-needed 
break for participants. 

One camper told Dugan, “For 
48 hours I didn’t have AIDS.” 

“You just get out on the river 
and lose yourself in the experi¬ 
ence, which in itself is a kind of 
healing,” said two-time partici¬ 
pant, Michael Kinney, a national 
wine magazine advertising man¬ 
ager and AIDS Health Project vol¬ 
unteer facilitator. 

Discussion among campers is 
not limited to health issues, ac¬ 
cording to Kinney. 

“I would say that happens later 
in the evening, then it’s more a 
matter of networking stuff, swap¬ 
ping medication experience,” he 
said. “Attention is paid to that, but 
it’s by no means exclusive.” 

The only physical requirement 
is to be able to hold onto a boat 
strap. 

Most participants are still able- 
bodied enough to handle oars, said 
Kinney, who added, “At times when 
people aren’t that capable, [volun¬ 
teers] bend over backward.” ▼ 


For more information, or to 
reserve space on one of Healing 
Waters’ fundraising water trips 
for everyone later this year, call 
(415) 621-7529 to, or go to 
www.hwaters.org. 
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ming, myth and ritual. Join others in an 
ongoing process to facilitate the connected¬ 
ness between self, community and nature. 


m 


Rodney Karr, Ph.D. 
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AUDIT CIRCULATION 


Trampling marriage rights 


T he Terri Schiavo case currently grip¬ 
ping the nation is heart wrenching. 
Schiavo, 41, has been in what doctors 
call a persistent vegetative state since her 
heart stopped beating briefly in 1990 due to 
a potassium deficiency that may have been 
caused by an eating disorder. Her husband, 
Michael, has fought in Florida state courts 
for years to honor his wife’s wishes that she 
would not want life-prolonging measures to 
be used for her. Nineteen state judges 
in Florida have ruled repeatedly in 
favor of the husband’s right to 
have a feeding tube removed , 
from her. Doctors who have sub¬ 
mitted affidavits in the extensive¬ 
ly litigated case have given Schiavo 
virtually no chance of recovery. Her 
brain is severely damaged, and while she 
is not brain dead, her cerebral 
cortex is impaired and scarred 
severely. But Terri’s parents 
have fought her husband every 
step of the way, and last weekend. Congress 
stepped in to make this intensely personal 
family matter literally a federal case. 

In the early morning hours Monday, the 
House of Representatives passed an emer¬ 
gency bill that required federal courts to in¬ 
tervene in what almost is always a state 
issue. President Bush, never one to miss an 
opportunity to placate religious conserva¬ 
tives, dramatically cut short a stay at his 
Crawford ranch to fly back to the White 
House so that he could immediately sign the 
bill. The Senate passed its version on a voice 
vote with three members on the floor. And 
that’s where the concern should rest. Re¬ 
publicans, who always are screaming about 
the so-called sanctity of marriage, totally 
abandoned that stance when they trampled 
on Michael Schiavo’s rights as a husband. 
This extraordinary congressional interven¬ 
tion goes against constitutional principles, 
simply to cater to a vocal minority of evan¬ 
gelical Christians. And it is a minority. An 
ABC News poll earlier this week showed the 
majority of Americans in favor of Terri 
Schiavo’s right to die. 

Every married couple in this country - 
and registered domestic partners, for that 
matter - should be alarmed by Congress’ 
decision to insert itself into the Schiavo case. 
Gay Representative Barney Frank (D-Mass- 
achusetts) said it best during a Sunday press 
conference called by House Democrats be¬ 
fore the vote was taken, and he repeated it 
during floor debate. Congress, with this 
measure, is attempting to be the new “Super 
Supreme Court,” he said, taking a thor¬ 
oughly litigated case out of the hands of 
state judges and demanding a do-over in 
federal court. What happened to the Re¬ 
publicans’ mantra of states’ rights? Oh, we 


get it, the states can have rights as long as 
they conform to the will of the Republican 
majority. Well, we’ve got a news flash for 
Congress: the last time we checked, Ameri¬ 
ca was not a theocracy (though with this lat¬ 
est vote it fast appears to be on the road to 
becoming one). 

This action shows that Republicans will 
stop at nothing to invade the privacy of 
Americans, and trample on the legal rights 
granted under marriage to spouses. If per¬ 
sonal decisions made between spouses 
(or partners) are not upheld, what’s 
next? True, Terri Schiavo did not 
leave written instructions regarding 
her medical treatment options, but 
the courts thus far have ruled that her 
verbal instructions to her husband 
^ were adequate - and that’s where 
the matter should have ended. 

The hypocrisy exhibited by 
the GOP is on full frontal dis¬ 
play in the Schiavo case. Last 
year during the presidential campaign (and 
the drumbeat hasn’t stopped) conservative 
Republicans time and time again set out to 
define marriage as a union between one 
man and one woman, that the institution of 
marriage is “sacred,” and that only hetero¬ 
sexuals have the right to marriage. In one 
weekend, they seriously undermined all 
their arguments to prove what a sham it all 
is: Michael Schiavo, as decided by Congress, 
has no legal rights to determine his wife’s 
treatment options, per her request. Mar¬ 
riage means nothing to these legislators. 

That’s a frightening thought. 


There are some Republicans who are 
troubled deeply by all this activity, and a few 
voted against the Schiavo law. One of them 
was Representative Christopher Shays (R- 
Connecticut), who told the Los Angeles 
Times , “How deep is this Congress going to 
reach into the personal lives of each and 
every one of us?” 

That’s a very good question. And given 
this week’s developments, it looks like Con¬ 
gress is willing to go very deep indeed into 
the personal lives of Americans. 

If there is a silver lining in the Schiavo 
case, however, it’s that the intense media 
coverage has prompted Americans to dis¬ 
cuss their wishes should their health deteri¬ 
orate to the point where end of life decisions 
must be made by others. Here in the LGBT 
community, we’ve had a heightened aware¬ 
ness of the importance of living wills (in 
California, the appropriate document is 
called an advance health care directive). For 
more than 20 years we’ve lived with the 
AIDS epidemic and other illnesses gripping 
the community. Many of us, perhaps 
shunned by parents and family members, 
have had to draw up living wills so that our 
partner or other loved one could make 
medical decisions without fear of being 
taken to court or having those wishes disre¬ 
garded. 

If you haven’t yet completed an advance 
health care directive, now is a good time to 
consider it. You don’t need an attorney, and 
it’s a way to make sure your health care de¬ 
cisions are your own. ▼ 




Gays, Catholicism & pastoral care 


by John Brown and Joe Curtin 


E very few months, lesbian, gay, bisexu¬ 
al, and transgender Roman Catholics 
are challenged by statements from our 
hierarchy about our status as members of 
our church and the witness we give in our 
lives of our beliefs. We long to find in each 
of these statements - whether they are let¬ 
ters, directives, or most recently book ex¬ 
cerpts - any mention of some core truths 
that we find from our lived experience as 
gay Catholics: 

• That the Catholic Church has millions 
of LGBT members, 

• That LGBT members are equal in every 
way to their non-LGBT counterparts, and 
• That we are as in need of spiritual care, 
support, compassion, guidance, and access 
to all of the sacraments as our non-LGBT 
brothers and sisters. 

Unfortunately, most of the communica¬ 
tions from the church have a different tone 
altogether - derogatory, condemnatory, di¬ 
visive, and lacking insight into the dignity 
and the difficulties of life as a sexual minor¬ 
ity. It is the responsibility of the church to 
provide for the pastoral care of it its mem¬ 
bers; that is the instruction and sanctifica¬ 


tion of the faithful through its works and 
actions. If the instruction is not taking into 
account the experience of the faithful, and 
the provision of sacramental care (such as 
Eucharist) is withheld, the entire church is 
diminished and its message and effective¬ 
ness as promoter of human good compro¬ 
mised. 

In addition to this lack of sup¬ 
port, many LGBT Catholics find 
themselves attacked from the 
“mainstream” culture of our secu¬ 
lar community. We are challenged 
for a belief system that is contrary 
to a consumer-based society. We 
are challenged for wor¬ 
shiping in a faith tradi¬ 
tion that is patriarchal, 
hierarchal, and resistant 
to change. We are challenged by the amount 
of noise and distraction that is so much a 
part of modern life that we often have diffi¬ 
culty discerning our spiritual path, which is 
as important a part of our lives as our ca¬ 
reer path, sexuality, or personal growth. 

So, why stay? For many, the decision is 
clearly not to. We have many friends who as 
former Catholics have stopped any type of 
spiritual practice, others that have found 
spiritual homes in the faith traditions of 


other cultures as well as other Christian 
churches. The church has failed those mem¬ 
bers, and needs to evaluate its responsibili¬ 
ty for that failure. 

For many, even those of us who choose 
to stay with the church, hope for progress 
within the church seems overly optimistic 
at best, and perhaps naive. The leadership 
of the church, after all, is steadfast in its op¬ 
position to the most basic of progressive re¬ 
forms, such as allowing married 
or women priests, so advocating 
for same-sex marriage within 
the Catholic Church seems to be 
a leap of faith that’s too far. But 
this is the same church 
that has remained a 
steadfast advocate of 
peaceful resolution of in¬ 
ternational conflict, most recently in the 
Mideast and Iraq. This is the church that has 
been a constant reminder of the need for 
economic justice in the United States and 
throughout the world. This is the church 
that advocates against capital punishment, 
for children’s rights, and ecumenical dia¬ 
logue. This is the church that is home for 
millions of Catholics who support equal 
rights for LGBT people and same-sex cou- 
page 20 ► 
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Caucus conundrum 

The HIV/AIDS pandemic over the years has 
changed many of us. We have seen our friends suffer 
terribly through medication regimens, social stigma, 
and insurance nightmares. Thankfully, today the Ryan 
White Act, Medicare, Medi-Cal, and other social pro¬ 
grams help some who suffer on a daily basis with this 
disease, but often only if they dissolve or hide what 
money they have in order to qualify as poor and des¬ 
perate. And medical insurance companies use their 
term “pre-existing conditions” as a way of insuring 
the healthy while denying the sick (who really need 
it). That can all change. 

We should commend LGBT state Senators Sheila 
Kuehl and Carole Migden and Assembly persons 
Mark Leno, John Laird, and Jackie Goldberg who are 
all members of the California Legislative LGBT Cau¬ 
cus. Last month they came forward with a health care 
plan which would cover all Californians and be less 
expensive. On February 23 Kuehl introduced “The 
California Health Insurance Reliability Act,” SB840. It 
was co-authored by Migden, Leno, Laird, and Gold¬ 
berg among others. Under the plan, everyone would 
have full coverage whether they are sick or well, em¬ 
ployed, unemployed, underemployed or retired, a se¬ 
nior, or a child. The bill is comprehensive, would in¬ 
sure everyone, would save Californians money, and is 
publicly accountable. Estimates from an independent 
Lewin Group study show a savings for Californians of 
$343.6 billion between 2006-2015. 

SB840 is scheduled to go before the in¬ 
surance committee in Sacramento on April 
6. Senator Jackie Speier chairs that com¬ 
mittee. The conundrum for the caucus 
and other supporters is, although two years 
ago Speier voted for SB921 (Kuehl’s previ¬ 
ous similar bill), she has so far not agreed 
to co-author this bill. Because Speier 
chairs the insurance committee, the bill 
will die on April 6 without her support. 

One senator could kill the chances of healthcare for 
everyone. Now is the time for all of us in the gay com¬ 
munity who have been devastated and denied by the 
current system to send handwritten letters to Senator 
Speier, asking her to co-author the bill. Write to her at: 
Senator Speier, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

We must remove pre-existing conditions from the 
healthcare lexicon. Healthcare should be a right for 
everyone, not a privilege. More information on the 
bill can be found at www.healthcareforall.org. Please 
write Senator Speier today. 

Robert Meslinsky 
San Francisco 

Fiske and 15 Association 

Jerry Jansen wrote a letter [Mailstrom, March 17] 
concerning the B.A.R.’ s interview of Peter Fiske on the 
25th anniversary of the 15 Association [“15 Associa¬ 
tion celebrates 25 years,” February 24]. The records of 
the 15 Association show that Peter joined the club 
sometime between May and October 1980, some 
three to seven months after The 15 was founded and 
he has retained his membership continuously since 
then. At the time of Mr. Fiske’s resignation from the 
Fraternal Committee six years ago, he was presented 
the honor of Fraternal Emeritus, a designation creat¬ 
ed specifically by our membership and the Fraternal 
Committee to honor Mr. Fiske. 

Mr. Jansens letter appears to be in disagreement 
with Mr. Fiskes recollections and opinions as expressed 
in the article. Agree or disagree they are only remem¬ 
brances and fond reflections, not researched facts and 
there seems very little reason to attack Mr. Fiske as it 
appears Mr. Jansen is doing. I think everyone can agree 
that the 15 Association is going strong after 25 years 
and I can state from personal experience that Peter 
Fiske played a vital part in this milestone having been 
reached. He is respected by the 15 Association mem¬ 
bers for his integrity, honesty, and hard work for the 
club and the community, including his work on the 
board of the AIDS Emergency Fund and as its chair¬ 
man, the Pride board and the board of the Interclub 
Fund to name only a few of his community affiliations. 

Since Mr. Jansen has not been involved with the 15 
Association for almost 14 years, it seems his letter is 
meant as a personal attack on Mr. Fiske, which is un¬ 
called for considering Peter’s history. 

Don Folkers, Fraternal Member 
and Former Chairman 
The 15 Association 
San Francisco 

Other identities more important? 

On March 24,1971, shortly before the late Bob Ross 
began publishing the B.A.R., 175,000 people demon¬ 
strated in San Francisco against the Vietnam War. 
Among them, 3,000 queers came out publicly as “Ho¬ 
mosexuals Against The War” (see photo in Susan Stryk¬ 
er and Jim Van Buskirk’s Gay By The Bay, page 54). 
Sometimes they chanted, “Suck cock to beat the draft!” 

This year’s SF peace marches probably have a high¬ 
er percentage of queer participants. Yet most queers 
now scatter themselves among the general crowd, not 
bothering to join any queer contingent, not raising 
queer issues, not carrying queer signs, banners, or 



flags. Why? Are we “post-queer” yet? Are other iden¬ 
tities and/or causes more important to us now? 

I’d like to read the opinions of fellow queers on 
such questions, especially those born after 1971. 
Please post your views on the LGBTQI page of Indy- 
Bay.org (indybay.org/lgbtqi). 

Tortuga Bi Liberty 
San Francisco 

Guns and gays 

Mark Van Slyke [Mailstrom, March 10] wrote “Do 
we really want everyone armed to the teeth with 
weapons, ‘just in case’? That’s weak. The stronger 
stance is one of no guns. Let’s get rid of them. While we 
can’t get rid of all of them, we have to take the strong 
position, the courageous position, that we as a civilized 
society don’t want guns. So, to me, it’s a bolder, more 
imaginative, and gutsier stance to make the public pro¬ 
nouncement that we as a society won’t tolerate guns.” 

Nice idea, about 225 years too late. Face reality: 
there are millions of guns out there, and significant 
numbers of them are in the hands of criminals who 
are completely unaffected by any laws, high-minded 
principles, or posturing. 

I grew up in the U.K. when guns weren’t around. It 
was nice. But now I live in California, and I own a hand¬ 
gun because I know the police can’t get to my home in 
time to do anything but tidy up. I have no choice but to 
be responsible for my own safety, and as a woman I pre¬ 
fer not to be at a disadvantage if faced by an assailant larg¬ 
er than me who is more experienced in violence. 

If the letter writer doesn’t want to have 
II a gun, he is perfectly free to do without 
one. But he should not force his views on 
people with different opinions. 

This position is 100 percent support¬ 
ed by my friends who are in law en¬ 
forcement (quite a few, male and fe¬ 
male, straight and gay), who know they 
can’t be everywhere at once. 

If someone can figure out a realistic way to remove 
guns from all of society, without door to door search¬ 
es and civil war, I shall be very pleased. Meanwhile I 
will take care of myself. 

Margaret Oliver 
San Francisco 

More on guns 

In his March 10 letter, Mark Van Slyke wrote: “... 
Just think of how the Bush administration and the far 
right are really pushing this fear down the throats of 
our society. I was reading an excerpt of Buddhist au¬ 
thor and teacher Jack Kornfield’s ideas on creating 
peace in our world. He says, ‘... what is needed to bring 
benefit to the world? How does peace come about? 
The Buddha taught that peace is possible both indi¬ 
vidually and collectively, but that depends on skillful 
causes and conditions.’” 

My response: “If you meet the Buddha while walk¬ 
ing down the road, kill him at once.” — ancient Bud¬ 
dhist saying. 

That sound like peace and love and pacifism to anyone? 

Buddhist temples and monasteries were hotbeds 
of martial training. In Korea, one of the greatest war¬ 
lords that ever rose to power, Maitreya, was a Bud¬ 
dhist priest. He was also one of the most ruthless in 
battle ever seen in Korean history. And yet, he was a 
consummate scholar of Buddhist lore and tradition, 
revered as a holy man, seen as a true reincarnation of 
the Buddha on Earth by his people. 

Quoting a Korean martial arts text: “The Hwarang 
warriors’ dedication to Mireuk Buddha (Sanskrit: 
Maitreya), the Buddha of the Future, caused this to 
change. Han wrote: ‘Quite often Buddhist monks were 
instructors of the Hwarang. The monk Won Gwang, 
in fact, was the author of the famous Sesok Ogye, or 
Five Tenets’. Composed around 602, they constituted 
the Way of the Hwarang: 

- Serve one’s king with loyalty. 

- Look after one’s parents with filial piety. 

- Treat one’s peers with trust. 

- Withstand enemy attacks with courage. 

- Terminate life with discrimination. 

(www.parandeul.co.kr) 

Clearly, even lofty Buddhists were not the total 
pacifists Mr. Van Slyke believes them to be. 

Mark said: “The temptation to arm ourselves 
against each other is lazy thinking. The presence of 
guns alone seems to bring about violence, and violent 
solutions to problems that need skillful solutions. “ 

This is the place where leftists fall down. All vio¬ 
lence is force, but not all force is violence. Yes, using 
violence against violence is lazy. Tossing a hand 
grenade at a mugger would be violence. Proper self- 
defense is controlled force with thought, discipline, 
and concern for law and justice, with consideration 
for others not involved in the event. The synthesis of 
violence and self-defense is peace, and contrary to 
what this ahem, learned fellow, espouses, this is what 
civilization is built upon. 

No civilization has ever been created, or main¬ 
tained, without the use, presence, or threat, of force. 
Not even ours. 

Gwen Patton, International Media Spokesperson 
Pink Pistols, King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 


Queer Eye for the Gay Guy 

effective short-term intensive video therapy 


“What u gift the 
Gods to give us 
- to see ourselves as 
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by Paula Martinac 

ur two most prominent na- 
, .6 tional LGBT organizations 
5 recently announced 
changes that, on the surface, may 
seem like business as usual. But, in 
fact, these shifts could have a big 
impact on the course of our 
movement. 

First, the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force created a new 
Department of Public Policy and 
Governmental Affairs, which will 
lobby members of Congress and 
government agencies for LGBT 
rights. The public statement about 
the new addition was a quiet one 
that only the gay media took note 
of. 

Then, several days later, the 
Human Rights Campaign drew 
both mainstream and gay press 
attention for the much-an¬ 
ticipated announcement of 
its new president. HRC’s new 
head will be Joe Solmonese, 
a gay man who was former¬ 
ly the executive director of 
Emily’s List, a group that 
helps pro-choice De¬ 
mocratic women get 
elected to office. 

What 

struck me 

about these 
two an¬ 

nouncements was that they sug¬ 
gested policy modifications for 
the two groups, which - especial¬ 
ly in recent years - have often been 
at odds politically and ideologi¬ 
cally, not to mention stylistically. 

NGLTF, representing the more 
progressive wing of our move¬ 
ment, has for many years occu¬ 
pied a back seat in Washington 
gay politics, working more at the 
state and local levels on antigay 
initiatives and leaving federal lob¬ 
bying to HRC. As a result, we’ve 
had basically one vision of the 
LGBT movement on the Beltway 
- and it’s a vision that many of us 
have found too centrist. Indeed, 
there was a lot of talk after Cheryl 
Jacques left the top post at HRC 
that she was forced out for mak¬ 
ing the organization too strident¬ 
ly Democratic, while under her 
predecessor, Elizabeth Birch, the 
group had worn a more “prag¬ 
matic,” bipartisan face. 

Now NGLTF has taken steps to 
have a much louder voice in 
Washington. The group has as¬ 
sembled a Capitol Hill lobbying 
team that includes, among others, 
Eleanor Acheson, a former Clin- 


I* 


Lesbian Notions 


ton administra¬ 
tion official, and, 
intriguingly, 

Amber Hol- 
libaugh, a leftist 
activist who has 
long been in¬ 
volved in AIDS 
organizing and 
gay senior issues. 

(She’s also a 
forthright speak¬ 
er on queer sexu¬ 
ality; her essay 
collection, My 
Dangerous De¬ 
sires: A Queer Girl 
Dreaming Her 
Way Home, prob¬ 
ably wouldn’t go 
over very well with many Republi¬ 
can - and Democratic - lawmak¬ 
ers.) 

At the same time, HRC seems 
to be ripping a page from 
NGLTF’s playbook and re¬ 
assessing the importance of 
local LGBT organizing. 
After all, as our largest and 
best-funded organization, 
HRC took most of the 
blame when 11 antigay 
state amendments passed 
in a single day. During his 
first week on 
the job, then, 

_ Solmonese 

says he will set 
off on a cross-country tour to talk 
to gay and straight leaders and of¬ 
ficials. “I’ve spent very little time 
in the last 10 years in Washing¬ 
ton,” Solmonese has stated. His 
job at Emily’s List was to “go out 
across the country” in the effort to 
help women get elected. 

From what I’ve read about him, 
Solmonese seems to suit his new 
employer to a T. He’s someone 
who pleases Republicans and De¬ 
mocrats alike, as evidenced by the 
glowing bipartisan praise he’s al¬ 
ready picked up. But also, during 
the 2004 election, he made a diffi¬ 
cult, some would say “pragmatic” 
move - Emily’s List funded a De¬ 
mocratic pro-choice woman who 
was also in favor of passing the ra¬ 
bidly antigay Federal Marriage 
Amendment. While Solmonese ar¬ 
gues he was just upholding his or¬ 
ganization’s mission, the move 
raised the ire of many of us who 
believe political and social move¬ 
ments should stick together, not 
sell each other out. 

It will be interesting to see how 
the sometime-rivals NGLTF and 
HRC adjust to each other’s turf. In 
quintessential NGLTF style, Exec- 
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G ospel artists and others filled San Francisco's Herbst Theatre with song Monday, March 21 as the 
Yvette Flunder Foundation hosted a benefit "One Voice" to raise funds for the foundation's 
HIV/AIDS work. Bishop Yvette Flunder joined the Oakland Interfaith Choir, Tramaine Hawkins, Don¬ 
ald Lawrence, and others in an evening of music. Above, members of the San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus, 
which also performed, took part in a quick rehearsal before the show. 


Gospel artists respond to AIDS 


Beltway boogie 


Paula Martinac is a Lambda 
Literary Award-winning author 
of eight books and editor in 
chief of 0 Syndicate. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at Lesbian 
Notions@qsyndicate.com. 


utive Director Matt Foreman has 
already put forth his belief that 
there is plenty of room for “multi¬ 
ple voices” on Capitol Hill. In con¬ 
trast, Solmonese told the Advocate 
that “we’ve got to come together 
and make sure.. .we share a com¬ 
mon vision.” 

You can probably tell that I’m 
a bigger fan of NGLTF than of 
HRC. Personally, I don’t think any 
social movement can have a “com¬ 
mon vision,” unless it’s a false one 
that’s only the vision of the most 
vocal and powerful among us. 

But actually, I’m optimistic 
about both these changes in our 
two top groups. NGLTF has a lot to 
offer in the realm of federal lobby¬ 
ing, most notably a view of the 
LGBT community as bound up 
with other social-justice move¬ 
ments in an effort to bring about 
positive change for many different 
kinds of people. Indeed, the group’s 
penchant for coalition-building has 
always been its strong suit. 

And HRC takes into America’s 
heartland its reputation for hold¬ 
ing the middle course - which will 
appeal to straight community and 
religious leaders who don’t really 
understand what this “gay rights 
stuff” is about but who may be 
swayed by the stories of and faces 
of individuals. And Solmonese 
avers that “increasing our pres¬ 
ence and visibility across America 
will be a top priority of my 
tenure” - a valuable goal to bring 
to the gay-activism table. ▼ 
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All in the family 


by Reese Aaron Isbell 


Editor's note: While the Bay Area 
Reporter looks for a new political 
columnist, following the retire¬ 
ment of Wayne Friday, we have 
invited several LGBT officials and 
others to write guest columns. 

This is the sixth in a series of such 
columns. 

A bout two months ago, my 
grandma wrote a letter to 
her elected representatives 
for the very first time. It began: “I 
am a 78-year-old grandmother 
and great-grandmother and I am 
very upset at what President Bush 
is doing to our country. He is sup¬ 
posed to be a Christian; I have my 
doubts but that is between God 
and him....” After writing further 
about her concerns, she ended the 
letter with a simple, “Please use 
your vote to stop President 
Bush...” 

Please use your vote to stop 
President Bush.... What sweeter 
words could possibly be written? 
Especially when so many terrible 
policies are coming from him and 
his cronies in Congress that are 
detrimental to our everyday lives. 
Social Security “reform,” bank¬ 
ruptcy “reform,” tort “reform,” so 
much “reform” that one might 
think that the campaign of 2004 
was all about “reform.” 

Oh, wait, it wasn’t! It’s almost 
as if these issues were hidden from 
the voting public. And, instead, 
the red state voters were all 
worked up into frenzy about 
same-sex marriage. So then, after 
our marriage-equality rights and 
other issues deemed against 
“moral values” were used against 
the Democrats, it would seem that 
the real Republican agenda is to 
dismantle all government pro¬ 
grams and the social safety net. 
The issues that were not discussed 
last year during the election are 
sweeping through Congress; and 
the issues, like marriage, that got 
the red state voters all riled up, are 
being held on the backburner 
until, I might postulate, just be¬ 
fore the next election in 2006 - to 
get them all in a tizzy again. How 
patriotic. 

Isn’t it interesting how so- 
called moral values never seem 
relevant to Republicans in busi¬ 
ness and financial legislation? 
Take, for example, the bankruptcy 
bill. Republican Senator Charles 
Grassley (Iowa), the sponsor of 
the legislation that would make it 
harder on the poor and easier for 
the rich, was recently lobbied by a 
national group of church leaders 
and Christian lawyers who spoke 
on how the Bible taught to forgive 
debts. (Those are moral values I 
can get behind!) But, wait, read 
how Grassley responded: “... the 
Constitution does not provide for 
a theocracy... I can’t listen to 
Christian lawyers because I would 
be imposing the Bible on a diverse 
population.” Interesting. Very in¬ 
teresting. Isn’t this the same right- 
wing Republican senator who 
voted for the Federal Marriage 
Amendment and has no trouble 



Gubernatorial candidate 
Phil Angelides 


imposing his religious views on 
social issues? Why, yes it is. Where 
did his love of morality and Chris¬ 
tianity go in the midst of legisla¬ 
tion favoring Big Business? How 
hypocritical. But not surprising. 

Speaking of big business inter¬ 
ests, I got an e-mail from the 
Human Rights Campaign the 
other day telling me to “Apply 
Now for New HRC VISA Plat¬ 
inum Credit Card." In the midst of 
my blogging daily about the evils 
of Republicans in Congress de¬ 
stroying bankruptcy protections 
to help the credit card industry 
make even more billions of dollars 
in profit, one of our own LGBT 
organizations sends out an e-mail 
to sell us all out to said industry. 
Silly me, I thought I had signed up 
with them to fight for equality, not 
a 0% introductory offer. But I 
guess we should be proud to fight 
for the equal right of all Ameri¬ 
cans to get further into debt to the 
greedy credit card industry. While 
I don’t like to speak ill of any of 
our LGBT organizations, because 
they are working hard on our be¬ 
half, I do have to wonder if they 
considered the timing of this pro¬ 
motion. All that said, I will give 
them props for hiring a progres¬ 
sive, pro-choice new president in 
Joe Solmonese. 

Stateside, it’s quite obvious that 
the LGBT community is getting 
behind Democratic state Treasur¬ 
er Phil Angelides to take on 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in the 
gubernatorial campaign next year. 
With the other major potential 
Democratic candidate being At¬ 
torney General Bill “traditional- 
marriage” Lockyer, who has sad¬ 
dled up with the religious right in 
fighting against marriage equality, 
it’s not hard to see why those at¬ 
tending Angelides’s Regency Ball¬ 
room kick-off dinner last week 
were our own LGBT leaders - As¬ 
semblyman Mark Leno (D-San 
Francisco), the emcee for the 
evening; San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission General 
Manager Susan Leal; Democrat¬ 
ic Party Chair Leslie Katz; City 
Treasurer Jose Cisneros; Jim Ri- 
valdo; Robert Haaland; Debra 


Walker; and newly-minted 
Under One Roof Executive Direc¬ 
tor Mike Marshall. I’ll also give a 
special shout-out to the hot fire¬ 
fighter at Mark’s table - not sure 
if he’s an LGBT leader or not, but 
he can lead me out of, or maybe 
into, a fire any day.... 

And, by the way, we do need a 
new governor. 

Maybe if he actually spent 
some time in Sacramento instead 
of flying around the country for 
himself and his special interests, 
cozying up with big business, and 
playing directly from the right- 
wing Bush administration’s hand¬ 
book, he might see that our state 
legislators are working hard on is¬ 
sues that do affect our daily lives. 
Instead, he’d rather continue to 
fundraise and campaign toward 
elections of his personal choosing 
because he seems to perform best 
when he’s not working at all. He’s 
not really a governor; he just plays 
one on TV. 

On the local side, I’m still crazy 
in love with Mayor Gavin New¬ 
som for his rockin’ oratory in sup¬ 
port of our marriage equality. His 
consistent and strident words 
continue to knock me out every 
time. Mayor Newsom, you keep 
on rockin’! I’m also pleased to see 
that Newsom’s just hired an out 
lesbian as his director of public 
policy. Julian Potter will replace 
Joyce Newstat, another out les¬ 
bian, in the position. Potter was 
formerly a special assistant to 
President Bill Clinton as the liai¬ 
son to the gay and lesbian com¬ 
munity and clearly will be work¬ 
ing with Newsom to the better¬ 
ment of our San Francisco com¬ 
munity and LGBT family. 

And keeping it all in the fami¬ 
ly, my mom recently wrote letters 
following my grandma’s lead. 
When they asked me to help pol¬ 
ish their letters, I didn’t hesitate. 
Having worked in Washington, 
D.C. and knowing how important 
one simple letter can be (or in this 
case two!), I knew my duty as a 
son/grandson was coupled with 
my duty as a progressive citizen to 
get these messages out. 

So can I get a round of ap¬ 
plause, and an Amen, for my 
mom and grandma right now? 
Damn straight, Amen! Paraphras¬ 
ing our own already-deeply- 
missed Wayne Friday: how many 
letters did you write this week? If 
my non-politically-inclined fami¬ 
ly members can do it, surely our 
LGBT family can too. ▼ 


Reese Aaron Isbell, MPP, 
currently serves as the 
newsletter editor for the Alice 
B. Toklas LGBT Democratic 
Club and as an independent 
political consultant for 
Assemblyman Mark Leno, but 
mostly he is simply an 
unemployed activist who blogs 
at www.reesesworld.com. He 
would also like it to be known 
that should he ever become 
brain dead, please remove his 
feeding tube before Republican 
politicians can get anywhere 
near him. 
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by Liz Highleyman 

March 2b, 1940 (65 years ago 
this week): "Save Our Children" 
crusader Anita Bryant is born in 
Barnsdall, Oklahoma. 

&RM olio wing a decade of relative 
liberalization, LGBT people 
faced a powerful backlash in 
the late 1970s, exemplified by 
Anita Bryant’s “Save Our Chil¬ 
dren” campaign. While her efforts 
did much to galvanize the 
nascent religious right, they 
also re-energized the gay 
rights movement. 

Bryant was born in 
March 1940 in Barnsdall, 
Oklahoma. Raised a Southern 
Baptist, she began singing at 
an early age, first per¬ 
forming at her grand¬ 
parents’ church and 
later appearing with 
evangelist Billy Graham. After 
being crowned Miss Oklahoma in 
1958 and winning second runner- 
up in the Miss America contest 
the following year, Bryant em¬ 
barked on a career as a profes¬ 
sional singer. 

With a string of pop hits and 
best-selling religious albums, 
Bryant came to exemplify the 
wholesome all-American girl. She 
entertained the troops with Bob 
Hope at USO shows during the 
Vietnam War, was the first celebri¬ 
ty to perform the national anthem 




at a Super Bowl, and sang the “Bat¬ 
tle Hymn of the Republic” at Lyn¬ 
don B. Johnson’s funeral. In the late 
1960s, the Florida Citrus Commis¬ 
sion hired her as spokeswoman for 
its orange juice advertisements. 

Then, in January 1977, the 
Miami-Dade County Commis¬ 
sion passed one of the country’s 
first gay antidiscrimination ordi¬ 
nances. Bryant was disturbed by 
the new law and launched a cam¬ 
paign for its repeal. “If gays are 
granted rights, next we’ll have to 
give rights to prostitutes and 
to people who sleep with St. 
Bernards and to nailbiters,” 
she fretted. “Miami’s blun¬ 
dering ‘gay’ ordinance is no 
more a civil rights issue 
than is the arrest of a 
drunk for disturbing the 
peace.” 

Dubbing the ef¬ 
fort “Save Our Chil¬ 
dren,” Bryant became 
one of the first to employ the reli¬ 
gious right’s now-ubiquitous 
“family values” language, exploit¬ 
ing fears that homosexual men 
were pedophiles determined to 
corrupt children. “The recruit¬ 
ment of our children is absolutely 
necessary for the survival and 
growth of homosexuality,” she 
stated. “Since homosexuals cannot 
reproduce, they must recruit and 
freshen their ranks.” On June 7, 
voters overturned the ordinance 
by a wide margin. Bryant vowed to 
take her campaign to the national 
level, declaring, “The battle of par¬ 
ents to protect their children from 
homosexuality has just begun.” 

The Miami upset - which put 
the gay issue on front pages across 
the country - mobilized LGBT 
people from large cities to small 
towns. In San Francisco and New 
York City, spontaneous demon¬ 
strations erupted on several con¬ 
secutive nights. Thousands 
marched in the streets of Chicago, 
Los Angeles, and New Orleans. 
Angry queers confronted Bryant 
wherever she appeared on her 
singing tours. When she per¬ 
formed at a legal convention in 
Houston, some 20 lawyers wear¬ 
ing black armbands with pink tri¬ 
angles stormed out in protest. In 
Des Moines, activist Tom Higgins, 
posing as a reporter, tossed a ba¬ 
nana cream pie in her face. 

Countless individuals came 
out of the closet for the first time, 
and numerous new local organi¬ 
zations sprang up. The town of 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, in 
Canada, held its first-ever gay 
rights rally. Most famously, the 
LGBT community launched a 
boycott of Florida orange juice 
that gained widespread support. 
According to Robert McQueen 
and Randy Shilts, writing in the 
July 27,1977 issue of the Advocate, 
the defeat “resurrected a slumber¬ 
ing activism and converted apathy 
into anger and action.” 

The viciousness of the Dade 
campaign also prompted liberal 
politicians and members of the 
media to speak out. President 
Jimmy Carter said he did not re¬ 
gard homosexuality as a threat to 
the family, while an editorial in a 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
daily newspaper called the vote “a 
disgusting parody and abuse of 
democratic process.” 

But gays and their allies were 
not the only ones spurred into ac¬ 
tion. “ [ I ] t was Anita Bryant who 
first led fundamentalist Christians 
into politics under the banner of 



Anita Bryant 


a domestic social issue,” according 
to journalist and social historian 
Dudley Clendinen. One of her 
supporters, the Reverend Jerry 
Falwell, went on to found the 
Moral Majority in 1979. Although 
the California counterpart to the 
Save Our Children campaign - 
the 1978 Briggs initiative, which 
would have banned homosexuals 
from teaching in public schools - 
was soundly defeated, the reli¬ 
gious right succeeded in extend¬ 
ing its political influence during 
the ensuing decade, in part due to 
the devastating impact of AIDS on 
the LGBT community. 

“I am willing to sacrifice my 
career and do whatever is neces¬ 
sary to save our children from ho¬ 
mosexuality,” Bryant had de¬ 
clared, and her prediction came 
true. The Citrus Commission de¬ 
clined to renew her contract (al¬ 
though it would hire another ho¬ 
mophobic spokesperson, Rush 
Limbaugh, in 1994), and bookings 
for singing engagements fell off. 
Bryant and her husband divorced 
in 1980, earning her the scorn of 
many erstwhile allies among 
Christian conservatives. “It was 
hard to understand the vicious¬ 
ness,” she lamented to the New 
York Times. “All of a sudden, no¬ 
body would touch me.” 

She returned to the Midwest 
and remarried, but her attempt to 
revive her performing career - 
singing and preaching to church 
tour-bus audiences - was largely a 
failure. Although Bryant “helped 
build the two great competing 
movements of the last two 
decades,” in Clendinen’s estimation, 
she never again played a prominent 
role in political activism. T 


Liz Highleyman is a freelance 
writer and editor who has 
written widely on health, 
sexuality, and politics. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at 
PastOut@qsyndicate.com. 
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Karel wins appeal; allowed 
to sue for wrongful death 


by Ed Walsh 


| S GO Radio talk show host 
Charles Karel Bouley, 
a known as Karel to his lis¬ 
teners, won a major victory in 
court last week when a three- 
judge panel ruled that he has the 
right to proceed with a wrongful 
death lawsuit on behalf of his 
partner, Andrew Lee Howard. 

“I screamed. I yelled. For three 
years everyone told me it’s not 
going to happen,” Karel told the 
Bay Area Reporter this week. 

In his suit, Karel accuses the 
Long Beach Memorial Medical 
Center and three doctors of mal¬ 
practice. Howard died of a heart 
attack in the hospital in May 2001. 
He was 34. The couple had been 
together for more than 11 years 
and had registered as domestic 
partners. 



Charles Karel Bouley 


In a ruling issued on Tuesday, 
March 15, the Second Appellate 
District of the Court of Appeal in 
Los Angeles overturned a lower 


court ruling that found that Karel 
had no legal standing to file suit. 
The appeals court ruled that a law 
passed in 2002 that granted do¬ 
mestic partners the right to sue for 
wrongful death applied retroac¬ 
tively to suits pending before the 
courts in 2002. 

Karel told the B.A.R. that his 
lawsuit will proceed and that the 
only thing that would stop it 
would be a successful appeal by 
the defendants through the Cali¬ 
fornia Supreme Court. 

In a message posted on his 
KarelChannel.com Web site, he 
wrote: “I have won a major battle 
in the war. But remember, this is 
not for me. I have been pointing 
my finger for four years, now, in¬ 
stead of looking at me, the courts 
will look at what I’ve been point¬ 
ing my finger at. Congratulations 
Andrew, this is truly for you. I love 
you.” ▼ 
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Court considers dog maul appeal 


by Ed Walsh 


he California Court of Ap¬ 
peal has until mid-June to 
issue its decision on the ap¬ 
peals made on behalf of prosecu¬ 
tors and defendants in the infa¬ 
mous 2001 San Francisco dog- 
mauling case. 

On Tuesday, March 15, a three- 
judge panel of the First District 
Court of Appeal in San Francisco 
heard oral arguments from an at¬ 
torney for Marjorie Knoller, who 
was convicted along with her hus¬ 
band, Robert Noel, of involuntary 
manslaughter in connection with 
the fatal dog-mauling of the cou¬ 
ple’s neighbor, Diane Whipple. 
The appeals panel also heard from 
a lawyer from the state attorney 
general’s office who argued that 
Knoller’s original conviction for 
second-degree murder should be 
reinstated. 

Knoller’s attorney, Dennis Ri- 
ordan, argued that although 
Knoller is free now after serving 
her prison sentence, her convic¬ 
tion should be overturned and her 
record should be cleared. Riordan 
argued that the original trial 
judge, San Francisco Superior 
Court Judge James Warren, was 
out of line when he silenced 
Knoller’s attorney, Nedra Ruiz, 
after Ruiz made a series of objec¬ 
tions during the prosecution’s 


closing arguments. In an angry re¬ 
buke, Warren told Ruiz that if she 
didn’t sit down, the next objection 
she would make would be from a 
holding cell. 

Arguing for the state, Deputy 
Attorney General Amy Haddix 
told the appeals court that War¬ 
ren’s admonishment wouldn’t 
have affected the outcome of the 
case. Haddix said that the closing 
arguments made by Assistant San 
Francisco District Attorney Jim 
Hammer were not objectionable. 

Haddix argued that not only 
should the panel turn down 
Knoller’s request for exoneration, 
but that it should reinstate the 
jury’s original conviction of sec¬ 
ond-degree murder for Knoller. 
Unlike Noel, Knoller was initially 
convicted of second-degree mur¬ 
der because she was with her two 
dogs during the attack on Whip¬ 
ple. 

Outside court, Whipple’s for¬ 
mer partner, Sharon Smith, told 
reporters, “It’s been almost three 
years to the day since the criminal 
trial ended. It’s been a very emo¬ 
tional afternoon.” 

When asked about what she 
hoped would happen, she replied: 
“Obviously, I want the murder 
charge reinstated and for Marjorie 
to go back to prison.” 

Smith has moved on with her 
life and is raising two children 
with a new partner. She and her 


partner became pregnant at the 
same time through artificial in¬ 
semination and Smith is current¬ 
ly pregnant with the couple’s third 
child, according to Michael Car¬ 
doza, the attorney who represent¬ 
ed Smith throughout the trial. 

Hammer was also in atten¬ 
dance for the hearing and in com¬ 
ments to reporters outside court, 
page 12 ► 
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headaches? 


experience relief through 

compassionate chiropractic care! 

FULL BODY CHIROPRACTIC CARE • ACTIVE RELEASE TECHNIQUE™ 
SPORTS & WORK RELATED INJURIES • REPETITIVE STRESS INJURIES 
JOINT INJURIES/PAIN • HEADACHES • NECK & BACK PAIN 


1 GORMAN ® RIZZO 


COMPASSIONATE CHIROPRACTIC CARE 

415.642.4363 

2762 21ST STREET IN THE MISSION 

WWW.GORMAN-RIZZO.COM 


Restore Your Face! 



Complimentary consultation 
with mention of this ad 

490 Post Street, Suite 542 
San Francisco 
(415) 392-9800 
www. sfplasticsurgery. com 


Michael Echavez, M.D. 

Board Certified Specialist in: 

• Restorative Treatment for 
HIV Lipodystrophy 

• Facial Plastic Surgery 

• Botox® Cosmetic 

• Injectable Facial Fillers 

• Microdermabrasion & Facial Peels 

• Rejuvenating Skin Care 

• Propecia for Hair Loss 

(Free 2 week supply) 
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You may have syphilis and not know it. Even if you have 
a painless sore or rash that disappears, syphilis still needs to be treated. 


Syphilis can be easily cured with treatment 

For a FREE TEST call 408.293.3040 x213. 


Once you've been tested you will receive a $10 gift card, 
while supplies last. 

Public Health Department 

Sunia Clara valley HeaSih » Hospital system 






Struttin’ their stuff 


C ontestants for the Miss Gay Primavera 2005 crown greet the crowd Monday, March 21 at Esta 

Noche bar in the Mission District, following the first round of competition. From left, Tanya, Estrella, 
Alejandra, Perla, and Diamond Girl competed in presentation and talent during Monday's show. The 
winner, who will receive $500, will be chosen Wednesday, March 30 following the grand finale, during 
which the contestants will model swimwear and evening attire. Next week's show begins at 10:30 p.m. 

Esta Noche is located at 3079 16th Street. 


SF gay book publisher 
closes up shop 


by Zak Szymanski 


t has been 35 years since Win- 

S ston Leyland first ventured 
into publishing, and the gay 
literary world has never been the 
same. 

The 64-year-old founder and 
operator of Gay Sunshine Press 
and Leyland Publications has pro¬ 
duced and reprinted over 130 ti¬ 
tles, including some of the first 
out and proud gay erotica, some 
groundbreaking foreign gay works 
in translation, poetry and fiction 
classics, and political and histori¬ 
cal nonfiction. 

But earlier this month Leyland 
announced that he was closing his 
San Francisco-based business due 
to illness. It is a decision he made 
for personal reasons, he said, in 
order to deal with his health as well 
as his pending move from his Cas¬ 
tro neighborhood apartment. Ley- 
land spoke with the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter this week to give thanks to 
all those who supported his work. 

“It is very important to me that 
I thank all those who have been 
supportive, and that includes, of 
course, all of the writers in the an¬ 
thologies and collections,” said 
Leyland, who was famous for pur¬ 
suing well-known and lesser- 
known writers for his projects, 
sometimes traveling to meet them 
or arranging for their works to be 
translated or re-printed. 

Gay Sunshine Press evolved 
out of Gay Sunshine Journal, a 
news tabloid originally published 
in 1970 by a collective loosely as¬ 
sociated with the Berkeley Gay 
Liberation Front. After a brief hia¬ 
tus, Leyland resurrected the jour¬ 
nal in 1971 as a literary and polit¬ 
ical quarterly, eventually deciding 
he wanted to preserve work in a 
more permanent format. 

The first books under Gay 
Sunshine Press were published be¬ 
ginning in 1975, most of which 
focused on politics, literature, and 
nonfiction. Then, in 1984, Leyland 
Publications was founded as a 
separate imprint to focus on pop¬ 
ular gay culture and erotica. 

Of all his books, Leyland said 
he is most proud of publishing 
translated works from writers 
around the world, as well as titles 
like Queer Dharma, an anthology 



Publisher Winston Leyland 


of essays by gay Buddhists, and his 
last major project, Out in the Cas¬ 
tro, which was released in 2001 as 
the first comprehensive book 
about the neighborhood’s history 
and present-day attractions. Ley- 
land also published work by Allen 
Ginsberg, Jean Genet, Arthur 
Rimbaud, and Gore Vidal. Gay 
Roots was a periodic collection 
which brought together decades 
of work from Gay Sunshine Press, 
including poetry, fiction, essays, 
interviews, comics, and biography. 

“There was a fair amount of 
controversy considering the sub¬ 
ject matter on the books,” said 
Leyland. “I considered publishing 
to be my activism.” 

Kent Fordyce, the senior book 
buyer at Washington, D.C.’s his¬ 
toric Lambda Rising bookstore, 
said that Leyland’s contributions 
to a gay literary and political 


Dog maul appeal 

A page 11 

the former prosecutor, turned 
television court commentator, 
blasted Warren’s decision that 
tossed out Knoller’s conviction for 
second-degree murder, calling it 
“outrageous and wrong.” 

“He misstated the law and 
based his opinion on Marjorie 
Knoller’s self-serving statement 
that she didn’t know [the mauling] 
was going to happen. The whole 
point of implied malice as opposed 


movement were unique. 

“Winston Leyland is one of the 
great fathers of gay publishing. He 
was out on the forefront from the 
very beginning, with an incredibly 
wide range of literature,” said 
Fordyce. “Not only was he incred¬ 
ibly dedicated, he would choose 
unknown and little-know authors 
and publish them whether or not 
he made money off of them. He 
also brought back classics that 
were out of print at the time, and 
he kept those classics in print as 
long as he could. You couldn’t get 
Jean Genet’s poetry or Rimbaud’s 
gay poetry in this country until he 
put them back in print. He also 
published a lot of interviews with 
writers, including with famous 
writers before they were famous.” 

Fordyce said that what was 
unique about Leyland’s press was 
its unapologetic gay themes and 
content. 

“He has never hidden behind 
anything. He has always been out 
there, always been a gay publisher, 
and always published gay books. 
He never tried to be a general 
trade publisher because that’s not 
what he wanted to do. He wanted 
to preserve a lot of gay literature, 
whether it was good or bad, sexu¬ 
al or non-sexual. There’s no other 
publisher like him at the moment 
and we’re all going to miss him 
immensely.” 

Books from Gay Sunshine 
Press and Leyland will now be out 
of print, available only as long as 
they remain on shelves at book¬ 
stores and in circulation through 
collectors’ circles. Leyland also 
plans to donate his own remain¬ 
ing stock to charity. ▼ 


to an intentional killing is that you 
don’t know what is going to hap¬ 
pen but you should have known.” 

In interviews with reporters 
after they reached their verdict in 
March 2002, jurors in the case said 
they strongly agreed that the cou¬ 
ple was culpable for ignoring 
warnings that their dogs were 
dangerous. 

Later, in exclusive interviews 
with the Bay Area Reporter, two of 
the jurors said that that the panel 
had speculated that Knoller may 
have intentionally “sicced” the 
dogs on Whipple. ▼ 
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Gay liaison leaves 
City Hall post 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


J oe Caruso, director of the 
Mayor’s Office of Neighbor¬ 
hood Services and Mayor 
Gavin Newsom’s liaison to the 
LGBT community, is leaving his 
City Hall post as of Friday, March 25 
due to the city’s budget problems. 

The city is facing a $102 million 
budget deficit this year and the 
mayor and his staff are currently 
reviewing budget proposals from 
city departments, which were 
asked to present budgets with 5 
percent cuts. As part of his own 
plan to balance the city’s finances, 
Newsom is eliminating the MONS 
director position and is expected 
to announce other staff changes. 

Caruso, who is openly gay and 
a Castro resident, will move over 
to the Office of Emergency Ser¬ 
vices, where he will start Monday, 
March 28. 

As MONS director, Caruso re¬ 
ceived a salary of $93,000 and 
served in the liaison role on a vol¬ 
untary basis. The mayor’s office 



Joe Caruso 


said Wednesday that it is current¬ 
ly looking for a new LGBT liaison 
but could give no timeline as to 
when one would be appointed. 

Caruso’s new duties will in¬ 
clude leading a community out¬ 
reach effort for the agency and or¬ 
ganizing individual neighborhood 


events throughout the city com¬ 
memorating the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the 1906 earthquake and 
the subsequent rebirth and revi¬ 
talization of the city. 

“I look forward to working 
with [OES director] Annemarie 
Conroy and the deputy chief of 
staff,” said Caruso. “Whatever the 
mayor needs, I am here to serve.” 

In addition, he will be tasked 
with a grassroots expansion of the 
Neighborhood Emergency Re¬ 
sponse Teams, engaging local res¬ 
idents and businesses to join and 
get trained on how to serve as the 
city’s first responders to a natural 
disaster or terrorist attack. 

As the mayor’s LGBT liaison 
and MONS director, Caruso played 
a key role in overseeing the gay 
weddings that took place last Feb¬ 
ruary and March. Mien Rosie O’¬ 
Donnell phoned City Hall to plan 
her wedding to longtime partner 
Kelli Carpenter, it was Caruso who 
took the call. Present in the room 
when O’Donnell and Carpenter ex¬ 
changed vows, Caruso stepped in as 
a witness for the couple. ▼ 


Retrovirus confab looks 
at lipo, hep C, & heart 


by Bob Roehr 


T he introduction of protease 
inhibitors nearly a decade 
ago dramatically improved 
the treatment of HIV infection 
and increased life expectancy. It 
also allowed other more slowly 
developing medical issues to 
emerge. Some of those issues are 
tied to coinfections and others to 
the therapies themselves. 

HIV researchers are devoting 
increased attention to these issues 
and at the 12th Conference on 
Retroviruses and Opportunistic 
Infections last month spotlighted 
some of their findings. 

Lipodystropy is the most visi¬ 
ble characteristic of long-term 
HIV infection and treatment; it is 
seen in about half of all patients. 
It is a still-mysterious series of 
changes in body fat - a combina¬ 
tion of the death of fat cells and 
failure to replace them in some 
places and their unnatural accu¬ 
mulation in other places. 

Dutch researcher Peter Reiss 
told a plenary session of the con¬ 
ference that thymidine analogs - 
the so-called D drugs, most no¬ 
tably d4T (Stavudine) - and pro¬ 
tease inhibitors are the primary 
risk factors for developing lipody¬ 
strophy. “Withdrawing protease 
inhibitors does not reverse lipoat- 
rophy ... but replacement of 
thymidine analogs with another 
nucleoside analog does slowly re¬ 
verse limb fat loss,” he said. 

There is growing evidence that 
mitochondrial toxicity and dys¬ 
function associated with these 
drugs affects insulin resistance 
and may contribute to lipodystro¬ 
phy. 

Northwestern University re¬ 
searcher Robert Murphy reported 
24-week data on the ongoing 
AACTG A5110 study on the effect 
of switching regimens on lipodys¬ 
trophy. It is the first to use a stan- 



Dutch researcher Peter Reiss 


dardized scan of thigh fat in addi¬ 
tion to scanning for torso fat. 

Patients who did not switch 
from a regimen containing either 
d4T or AZT (Zidovudine) saw a 
continued 3.2 percent loss in thigh 
fat, while those who switched to 
abacavir (Ziagen) showed essen¬ 
tially no change in their thighs. 
However, those who switched to a 
thymidine sparing regimen of 
lopinavir (Kaletra) and nevirapine 
(Viramune) experienced an 8.4 
percent increase in thigh fat. Both 
groups that switched regimens 
saw similar increases in abdomi¬ 
nal fat. 

Murphy called this “very en¬ 
couraging for patients who have 
peripheral atrophy.” Researchers 
are collecting quality of life data 
but will not analyze it until the 48- 
week study is completed later this 
year. 

Similar improvements in 
lipodystrophy are being seen in 
the RAVE study in England, where 
patients were switched from “D” 
drugs to either abacavir or teno- 
fovir (Viread). The advantage of 
tenofovir is that fewer patients 
discontinued the drug due to a hy¬ 
persensitivity reaction and there 


were better improvements in cho¬ 
lesterol, triglycerides, and other 
blood measures. 

Reiss said, “The potential to re¬ 
verse lipodystrophy is limited” 
and partial. It is better on the 
limbs than on the face. The bot¬ 
tom line is that “prevention is bet¬ 
ter than cure.” 

He said managing these toxic¬ 
ides is difficult but possible in the 
developed world; it is nearly im¬ 
possible in the developing world. 

Heart attacks 

Two years ago, Danish re¬ 
searcher Jens Lundgren presented 
data showing that the risk of my¬ 
ocardial infarction or heart attack 
increases the longer one is on 
anti-HIV therapy. A larger set of 
data confirms that. 

Part of the reason is that some 
drugs may increase blood lipids or 
fats, a known factor for increased 
risk of heart attack. He said the 
study is not large enough to get a 
sense of how much individual 
drugs may contribute to the effect 
and how much of it might be be¬ 
cause of genetic traits of the pa¬ 
tient. It likely is a combination of 
factors because only some of the 
patients on identical regimens de¬ 
velop lipid abnormalities. 

He urged physicians to keep 
the increased risk from HIV drugs 
in context: it is about the same as 
that associated with smoking. 
Being overweight and having dia¬ 
betes are other risk factors. 
Changing the HAART regimen, 
stopping smoking, diet and exer¬ 
cise, and lipid lowering drugs all 
can reduce this risk. 

Lundgren said that 23 percent 
of their HIV patients died each 
year before HAART, now only 1.5 
percent to 2 percent die each year 
from all causes. “The message is 
the extraordinary benefit of [anti- 
HIV] treatment,” as compared 
with the relatively minor increased 
page 18 ► 


BANKRUPTCY 

Free Consultaion 
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Your Car 
Your Home 
Your Possessions 
Your Sanity 


Stop 

Bill Collectors 
Creditor Harassment 
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PATRICK McMAHON attorney at law 
415-543-9338patrick@bklawclinic.com 


703 Market Street, Suite 1109 San Francisco 


Saint Agnes Parish 
Welcomes You! 

Holy Thursday, March 24th 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper, 7:30 PM 

with liturgical movement, strings & woodwinds 

Good Friday, March 25th 

Stations of the Cross: Noon - Outdoors along 
Haight Street and 2PM in the Church 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, 7:30PM 

Saturday, March 26th 

Great Vigil of Easter, 8:00PM 

with brass & woodwinds 

Easter Sunday, March 27th 

Liturgies 8:30AM & 10:30AM, no 6PM Liturgy 

with brass & woodwinds 

1025 Masonic Avenue, San Francisco 

(415)487-8560 + www.saintagnessf.com 
Parking is available in our lots on Oak Street 

Inclusive + Diverse + Jesuit 



Share in the Joy of Fellowship 
this Glorious Easter Season ! 

March 20 - Palm Sunday 

10:00 a.m. at Oddfellows Hall 

March 25 - Good Friday 

7.00 p.m. at Guernevllle Community Church 
14520 Armstrong Woods Road 

March 27 - Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a m. 

Redwood Memorial Gardens 
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m. at Oddfellows Hall 
Easter Concert: River of Praise & New Hope Choirs 

6:00 p.m. at Oddfellows Hall 
Enjoy the contemporary and gospel sounds 
of these well-known choral ensembles! 


;A: Metropolitan Community Church of the Redwood Empire 

™ Rev. Elisabeth Middelberg, Pastor 

Oddfellows Hall, 16219 First Street, Cuerneville • (707) 869-9882 
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LipoTherapeutics 

with locations in San Francisco and Oakland, offers 
mesotherapy and Botox™ 

Mesotherapy 

is a non-surgical treatment that breaks 
down fat and cellulite from any area of 
the body, leaving you with a trimmer 
physique. Results are usually visible after 
only three sessions and six are needed 
for 95% effectiveness. 


Our Botox™ treatments 1 
are the lowest in the Bay Area at 
$150/treatment area and administered 
only by board-certified physicians. A 


Dr, Gescuk, CEO of 
LipoTherapeutics, 

holds an A.B. from Harvard university and both a 
Ph.D. in Pharmacology and a medical Degree from 
the Boston University School of Medicine 


V 


1-800-488-0868 

www.LipoTherapeutics.com 
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D.C. mayor’s gay liaison 


by Bob Roehr 


ilp he mayor’s liaison to the 
| LGBT community in Wash- 
1 ington, D.C. was stabbed to 
death inside her home on the af¬ 
ternoon of March 16. Wanda R. 
Alston, 45, played a prominent 
role in both local and national af¬ 
fairs as a black lesbian activist who 
was able to communicate across 
many communities. 

The next day police arrested 
and charged William Parrot Jr., 38, 
with the murder. Parrot was an 


unemployed neighbor who has 
claimed he was high on crack at 
the time and had sought money to 
support his habit. Alston resisted 
and her body carried numerous 
knife wounds as evidence of that 
fact. 

The apparent rapid resolution 
of the murder and its sheer banal¬ 
ity did not allow for fears and ru¬ 
mors to take hold within the com¬ 
munity. It kept the focus of dis¬ 
cussion on a life of achievement 
that ended much too soon. 

Alston was born and raised in 
Newport News, Virginia, where 


segregation was slow to depart 
and life in her large working class 
family was hard. She joined the 
Air Force soon after high school, 
using the military as a pathway to 
education and a better life. 

She moved to Washington, 
D.C. in 1985. Cocaine use turned 
into addiction, which she shook in 
1990. That experience left her 
with an abiding personal commit¬ 
ment to issues of substance abuse. 

Recovery also signaled the 
emergence of Alston as a political 
activist. In four years at the Na¬ 
tional Organization for Women, 
first as personal assistant to for¬ 
mer Executive Director Patricia 
Ireland and then with increasing 
responsibilities, she played a key 
role in organizing five national 
marches and joined the U.S. dele¬ 
gation to the World Conference 
on Women in Beijing, China in 
1995. 

She worked for the Human 
Rights Campaign before joining 
the administration of Washington, 
D.C. Mayor Anthony Williams in 
1999. She served in various posi¬ 
tions within city government be¬ 
fore being appointed to head up 
the Office on Gay, Lesbian, Bisexu¬ 
al and Transgender Affairs in 2001. 
That position was elevated to cab¬ 
inet level status last fall. 

Alston was a delegate to the 
2004 Democratic National Con¬ 
vention and took a leave of ab¬ 
sence from her city job to work on 
John Kerry’s presidential cam¬ 
paign. 

She met Stacey Long, 37, last 
year and proposed a few months 
later. The pair was planning a 



Join a community 
working 
to fight AIDS 




Project T 


Project T wilt test whether HIV negative gay/bi men can safely take an HIV drug. 
If so, further studies may test it as an HIV prevention strategy. Participants will 
receive free STD & HIV testing and counseling, and $35-50 per visit. 

( 415 ) 554-8888 
www.sfaidsresearch.org 

\*HIV Research Section, SF Dept of Public Health 



SAN FRANCISCO LOVES EATING OUT! - MOVING TO THE R0XIE! 


Costarring RYAN CARNES (appearing as the gay gardener on DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES) 


6TH MR. VALENCIA 

FtOXME 

CINEMA 863-1 087 


1 STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 25TH 
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murdered 



Wanda Alston 


Council member Jim Graham at 
Saturday's memorial 


wedding ceremony for June. 

Alston’s staff became con¬ 
cerned when they could not con¬ 
tact her last Wednesday. They no¬ 
tified Long, who discovered Al¬ 
ston’s body lying in a pool of 
blood inside their residence. Fu¬ 
neral services were on March 21 in 
Washington, D.C., with burial in 
Newport News, Virginia. 

Hundreds attended the Mon¬ 
day funeral, including Ireland, 
House D.C. Delegate Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (D), and 
Williams. 

Remembering a hero 

The community came togeth¬ 
er on Saturday, March 19 to share 
their stories of the force of nature 
that was known as Wanda. “This 
is a celebration of life for a phe¬ 
nomenal woman ... whose vision 
was to reach out and build 
bridges, and touch each other,” 
said the Reverend Dyan McCray 
of the Unity Fellowship Church. 

Surveying the century old 
sanctuary filled with about 400 
people, McCray said, “This is ex¬ 
actly what Wanda often did. Even 
as an ancestor sitting in heaven, 


she has once again brought people 
together. She never stops doing it.” 

Jim Graham, one of two open¬ 
ly gay members of the D.C. City 
Council, clearly had been shaken 
by Alston’s brutal murder. “It 
leaves me searching for faith,” he 
said. They first met when he was 
executive director of the Whit¬ 
man-Walker Clinic and they 
shared a commitment to ending 
substance abuse. 

“She had such an acute mind 
and the ability to zero in on what 
mattered and put the rest of it to 
one side.” The facts surrounding 
her death led Graham to “renew 
my determination to fight sub¬ 
stance abuse in this city.” 

Adrian Fenty, another member 
of the council and a likely candi¬ 
date for mayor next year, said Al¬ 
ston was “so tough, so aggressive, 
but nobody had a bad word to say 
about her.” He attributed that to 
her passion for politics and that 
she always asked about your fam¬ 
ily, “It was about people.” 

David Catania, the other open¬ 
ly gay member of the council, 
praised Alston for her feistiness, a 
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In her own words 

W anda Alston sat down to tell her story in an interview with 
the Rainbow History Project in February 2001. Here are ex¬ 
cerpts from the conversation. 

Identity 

People always ask the question, “Are you black first, or are you a 
woman first.” I have to be honest with you, in my household no one 
talked about the color of my skin but they certainly reminded me 
that I was a girl. So when it comes to my sexuality, it is less impor¬ 
tant to my race and my sex, because it is less visible.. .my sexuality 
is important to me and if I want to make it important to others, it’s 
through education and sharing my story. 

... I can’t stop fighting racism, because no matter how old I get 
I’m still going to be black. I can’t stop fighting [sexism] because no 
matter how old I get I’m still going to be a woman. I can’t stop fight¬ 
ing some of the other isms I see because I can’t change those things. 
I’m going to change the culture and begin to work with people who 
want to change the culture. 

World Conference on Women, in China (1995) 

I went there to talk about lesbianism and that fact the lesbian 
rights was not part of the platform and that it would not be part of 
the platform of action ... I was appalled ... What we first saw was 
that lesbianism was such a needed topic. 

Human Rights Campaign 

By the time I got to HRCI saw the gay movement from a national 
perspective but I saw what it really was. It was a microcosm of 
wealthy gay white men, white women, who were also racist. 

... One thing that I like about HRC is that they know how to do 
marketing ... I have to give them credit for being the best marketers 
out there in marketing the gay and lesbian message. That’s what at¬ 
tracted me to them. I wanted to learn how to raise money the way 
they did. I wanted to learn everything I could from them.” ▼ 


Source: www.rainbowhistory.org/Alston.htm 
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by Matthew S. Bajko 


I f anyone is assured a romantic 
kiss at the stroke of midnight 
on New Year’s, it should be a 
beauty queen. Yet the most Olena 
Rubin, the reigning Miss Hawaii, 
received as 2005 began was an em¬ 
brace. 

The single 24-year-old Hon¬ 
olulu resident performed at Fresh, 
a gay New Year’s Eve dance party 
and AIDS benefit where she sang 
her rendition of Bette Midler’s 
“Do you Want to Dance,” sung 
originally by Bobby Freeman. 

“I had a date with 500 gay 
men. I didn’t get any kiss but I got 
a lot of hugs,” joked Rubin, who 
won the Miss Hawaii 2004 com¬ 
petition last June, part of the Miss 
America pageant. 

By winning the crown, she be¬ 
came the first Miss Hawaii to 
choose HIV and AIDS awareness 
as her platform. In a culture reluc¬ 
tant to discuss sexual issues, let 
alone HIV and AIDS, Rubin is 
using her yearlong reign to break 
down social stigmas about sex and 
AIDS within the Asian and Pacif¬ 
ic Islander community. 

The San Francisco-based API 
Wellness Center tapped Rubin to 
be the spokeswoman for the 
country’s first-ever National API 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day to be 
held Thursday, May 19. The event 
will kick off a yearlong campaign 
to raise awareness about AIDS and 
HIV among APIs, both gay and 
straight. 

“In general, HIV awareness in 
API communities, it is there. But 
there is a huge stigma in the com¬ 
munity: stigma around sex, 
around anything queer. It’s about 
HIV but it’s bigger than HIV,” said 
Lance Toma, the center’s deputy 
director. “We really need to get to 
family members, friends, all the 
people in the communities who 
think HIV doesn’t touch them. We 
are organizing in the gay, lesbian, 
transgender community but there 
is so much work to do around 
families.” 

Locally, health officials are con¬ 
cerned that gay APIs are increas¬ 
ingly at risk for contracting HIV. 
For years, API men who have sex 
with men had the lowest HIV 
prevalence rate, ranging between 
3 percent and 5 percent. But re¬ 
cently, that prevalence rate has 
shot up to 17 percent. 

“We still need to explore this 
data. I was surprised at the huge 
increase all of a sudden,” said 
Toma. “On the ground we have al¬ 
ways known our API brothers and 
cousins are taking big risks. There 
have always been risk factors in 
our community.” 

Those who know Rubin say 
she can play a critical role in help¬ 
ing the API community overcome 
its stigma toward AIDS as well as 
foster more open dialogue about 
sexual matters in general. 

“Olena is real and she is very 
down to earth and very sincere at 
whatever she does. She has been a 
wonderful spokesperson for HIV 
issues in Hawaii,” said Steve Take- 
mura, chief financial officer at 
New Leaf: Services for Our Com¬ 
munity and the executive director 
of the Miss San Francisco compe¬ 
tition, a feeder to the Miss Cali¬ 
fornia pageant. 


Takemura, who first met Rubin 
after she won her crown last sum¬ 
mer, invited her to help emcee the 
local competition that took place 
Sunday, March 13. Having gotten 
to know her over the last year, 
Takemura said Rubin is not only 
very engaging but is also adept at 
helping people confront subjects 
they normally would avoid dis¬ 
cussing. 

“Olena has a way of talking to 
people and engaging people in 
conversations on these types of is¬ 
sues that normally they would feel 
very uncomfortable talking 
about,” he said. “Hawaiian people 
- if someone in their family con¬ 
tracted HIV they would be there 
for them but they would never 
talk about it. Not wanting to ac- 
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HILARIOUS! 

A sassy she-spy satire of CLUELESS and CHARLIES ANGELS.” 

- Jonny Leahan, indieWire 


“A playful farce involving 
espionage, lesbian themes, 
and requisite adolescent 
angst. Ws like nicotine 
to a janesing quitter.” 

- Danielle Nussbaum, Nylon 


“Finally, someone made a 
movie you dreamed about 
in junior high. The ‘D.E.B.S! 
are TOTALLY HOW 

- Maxim 


“D.E.B.S. is ALL GOOD!” 

- Scott Cohen, Giant Magazine 


PG-13 PARENTS STRONGLY CAUTIONED 


Some Material May Be Inappropriate for Children Under 13 

FOR SEXUAL CONTENT AND LANGUAGE 


miPQtBYf 


/DDTffi 




Exclusive San Francisco Engagement 

EM8AKADER0 CENTER CINEMA c . . " A x 

One Embarcadero Center • 267-4893 1 Starts Friday, March « 

CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES 

ALSO STARTS FRIDAY AT THESE SELECT BAY AREA THEATRES 

AMC BAY STREET STADIUM 16, Emeryville CINEARTS@PLEASANT HILL, Pleasant Hill 
LANDMARK’S SHATTUCK, Berkeley CAMERA 12, San Jose 

CENTURY CINEMAS 16, Mtn. View CENTURY 24, San Jose 

CENTURY REGENCY, San Rafael RIALTO LAKESIDE, Santa Rosa 

uwvwsmw- team 








































16 BAY AREA REPORTER 24 March 2005 


lilJlIJ 



SFAF 

◄ page 1 

implementation of health, social, 
and spiritual support services to 
people from marginalized popula¬ 
tions who suffer not only from 
HIV but often from homelessness, 
substance abuse, and severe men¬ 
tal disorders. Continuum also par¬ 
ticipates in policy discussions 
through its involvement in the 
CARE Council. 

At SFAF, he will oversee a bud¬ 
get of $24 million and a staff of 70 
people at an organization that in¬ 
cludes a public policy component 
working at the federal and state 
levels, and a client load that in¬ 
cludes 1,000 people a year 
through direct services, an addi¬ 
tional estimated 3,000 people a 
year through needle exchange 
programs, several hundred mem¬ 
bers of SFAF’s support groups, 
and 60,000 calls annually to the 
California AIDS hotline. 

Cloutier also has been named 
president of Pangaea, the organi¬ 
zation’s international effort to 
fight the global pandemic. Al¬ 
though funded separately - with 
the exception of 25 percent of 
SFAF’s AIDS Marathon money 
going to the group - it makes 
sense for the same person to head 
both SFAF and Pangaea, said Paul 
Wisotzky, Pangaea board chair, 
because of their shared mission - 
“to end the pandemic and human 
suffering caused by HIV/AIDS” - 
and because of the way their work 
impacts each other. 

“We really want our interna¬ 
tional and domestic work to be 
synergistic and noncompetitive,” 
said Wisotzky. 

Not everyone is pleased with 
such an arrangement; longtime 
AIDS accountability activist 
Patrick Monette-Shaw, a vocal 
critic of SFAF, said that “what re¬ 
ally needs to be questioned is 
SFAF’s relationship to Pangaea, 



Pangaea's Paul Wisotzky 


and the millions in money raised 
to help PLWHA in the Bay Area 
that SFAF continues to ship to its 
‘overseas’ affiliate, Pangaea.” 

Such an allegation is one that 
SFAF continues to call false, 
pointing out the two groups’ sep¬ 
arate funding structures, and not¬ 
ing that even with the AIDS 
Marathon contributions, many of 
the marathon participants be¬ 
came involved precisely to address 
AIDS on a global scale. 

“Pangaea and the AIDS 
Marathon have actually had the 
effect of reaching out to more 
people and getting them involved 
in fighting the epidemic,” said 
Wisotzky. 

Cloutier himself is a critic of 
distorted financial figures; in 2002 
he filed a lawsuit on behalf of 
himself and other AIDS Vaccine 
Ride participants against the now- 
defunct Pallotta Teamworks for 
allegedly misrepresenting the por¬ 
tion of event proceeds that went 
to medical research. At about the 
same time, SFAF was severing its 
ties with Pallotta’s AIDS Ride for 
similar reasons. 

But Monette-Shaw also ex¬ 
pressed concern - as many 
HIV/AIDS activists and advocates 
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have in the past - over the salary 
paid by SFAF to its executive di¬ 
rectors. 

“The Chronicle reports Clouti¬ 
er will start with a $ 170,000 salary; 
given SFAF’s historical rate of pay 
raises, it is likely he will be paid 
over $200,000 within two to three 
years,” said Monette-Shaw. 

By the time Christen left her 
position, she was bringing in 
$212,000 total compensation and 
she was the target of criticism as 
well as direct actions for much of 
her tenure at SFAF. 

Cloutier said that he has 
worked with Christen and has a 
good relationship with her. He is 
uncertain, he said, whether his 
leadership at SFAF will be as con¬ 
troversial. 


care.” 

Title I funding has shifted, he 
said, from a previous formula 
around density and cumulative 
cases, and San Francisco can ex¬ 
pect to see a cumulative 21 per¬ 
cent cut to such funding over the 
next five years. 

This has a big impact on small¬ 
er organizations like Continuum, 
which plans to hire an interim ex¬ 
ecutive director and then a per¬ 
manent replacement for Cloutier, 
he said, but may begin discussing 
possible mergers or collaborations 
to ensure its financial survival. 

There are no formal discussions 
at present to merge Continuum 
with SFAF, said Cloutier, but many 
agencies may consider collabora¬ 
tions with one another as funding 


“Pangaea and the AIDS 
Marathon have actually had the 
effect of reaching out to more 
people and getting them involved 
in fighting the epidemic 


“I don’t know. I’m a different 
person,” he said. “People already 
know me in the community.” 

Future plans 

Any nonprofit executive direc¬ 
tor knows that in recent years, 
funding has become a top priori¬ 
ty, and organizations have been 
reacting to governmental cuts by 
laying off staff, cutting back on 
services, or both. 

But Cloutier believes that such 
reactive measures may not be nec¬ 
essary if the community can pre¬ 
dict and prepare for future fund¬ 
ing cuts. 

The current formula for allo¬ 
cating Ryan White Title I funding 
counts people who have had AIDS 
- not HIV - for a period of 10 
years or less, meaning that as care 
improves and people live longer, 
“we can’t count that,” said Clouti¬ 
er, and funding becomes jeopar¬ 
dized. 

“We are actually being penal¬ 
ized,” he said, “for providing good 


continues to be cut. 

“We know these cuts are going 
to happen,” said Cloutier. “But we 
do have some collective control as 
a community and can be proac¬ 
tive about its impact.” 

What Cloutier would like to 
see happen is a series of discus¬ 
sions around implementing a 
standard of care for people with 
HIV where “we identify what the 
best treatment strategies are in 
case management, adherence, 
housing - the whole basket of ser¬ 
vices that people with HIV need - 
and then support organizations 
and collaborations that can deliv¬ 
er that.” 

The goal would be less varia¬ 
tion in the treatment delivered 
citywide, as well as survival of the 
programs that upheld those stan¬ 
dards. 

“Otherwise we will just contin¬ 
ue to be in this cycle of reacting to 
cuts, and cutting things 10 percent 
across the board, without really 
looking at what the system-wide 
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effect is to the quality of services 
clients are getting. SFAF does not 
have any agenda around this, but I 
do want to participate as a collab¬ 
orator in the community with 
that topic as way to have the con¬ 
versation.” 

Other goals for Cloutier would 
be to continue SFAF’s innovative 
needle exchange efforts; the pro¬ 
ject has begun training “secondary 
exchangers” - people who ex¬ 
change needles on behalf of oth¬ 
ers - so that they can take infor¬ 
mation back to their communities 
about cleaning needles, treating 
abscesses, overdosing, and where 
to get care and services. 

And while he said he is still too 
new to discuss any solid plans for 
SFAF, Cloutier also would like to 
see prevention programs expand¬ 
ed to address “causal links” of HIV 
transmission, “addressing multi¬ 
ple points in the causal chain.” 

“If we have an effective cam¬ 
paign against crystal use, for in¬ 
stance, and use of the drug drops 
by 60 percent, there may be some 
other drug that comes along. So 
we need to address why people are 
engaging in high risk behavior.” 

SFAF board members said that 
while they are very clear about what 
an executive director cannot do in 
the position, there is room for some 
innovation on Cloutier’s part. 

“He’s a visionary,” said Mc¬ 
Cormick. 

Several prominent local and 
national leaders echoed their plea¬ 
sure with Cloutier’s selection. 

San Francisco Supervisor 
Bevan Dufty praised the decision, 
calling Cloutier an “outstanding 
choice.” 

“I’ve worked closely with Mark 
and am impressed with the quali¬ 
ty of services he’s had at Continu¬ 
um,” Dufty told the B.A.R. “He 
has served a diverse clientele, es¬ 
pecially serving individuals affect¬ 
ed by HIV from poor back¬ 
grounds. 

“I really think he’ll bring a new 
perspective to SFAF,” said Dufty. 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi 
(D-San Francisco) said that SFAF 
had made “an excellent decision” 
by hiring Cloutier. 

“Mark is a seasoned policy ex¬ 
pert and strong advocate on 
HIV/AIDS issues, both at the na¬ 
tional and local level,” said Pelosi. 
“He has been an effective and in¬ 
novative leader in San Francisco’s 
HIV/AIDS services network 
through his work at Continuum, 
and his Capitol Hill experience 
will be a valuable asset in our na¬ 
tional efforts to improve policy, 
prevention, and care services for 
people with HIV/AIDS.” 

Cloutier said he sees his new 
position as a perfect match, and 
he is “looking forward to reinvig¬ 
orating the presence of the AIDS 
Foundation in San Francisco.” ▼ 


Easter 

◄ page 3 

worship service takes place at 11 
a.m. at the chapel of the Pacific 
School of Religion, 1798 Scenic 
Way, in Berkeley. The Reverend 
Nathan Meckley will be preaching. 

MCC of the Redwood Em¬ 
pire in Guerneville will host a 
Good Friday service at 7 p.m. at 
the Guerneville Community 
Church, 14520 Armstrong Road. 
Sunday’s events include a sunrise 
service at 6:30 a.m. at Redwood 
Memorial Gardens, a 10 a.m. ser¬ 
vice at Oddfellows Hall, 16219 
First Street, and a 6 p.m. concert 
featuring contemporary gospel 
music performed by well-known 
choral ensembles. For more infor¬ 
mation call (707) 869-9882. ▼ 
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Senate gears up 
for fight over 
judicial appointees 


by Lisa Keen 


s the controversy around 
some of President Bush’s 
most conservative judicial 
nominees continues to swirl, the 
political forecast might well start 
predicting a metaphorical torna¬ 
do — and this one won’t land gays 
somewhere over the rainbow. 
Some nominees have likened ho¬ 
mosexual relations to pedophilia 
and bestiality, spoken in support 
of sodomy laws, and worked 
alongside Jesse Helms. 

What stands between them 
and a seat of power on a federal 
appeals court bench - or the U.S. 
Supreme Court - are 41 Democ¬ 
rats and a filibuster. 

But the Republican majority is 
threatening to undermine the fili¬ 
buster in order to ram through the 
Bush nominees with a simple par¬ 
tisan majority of 55 Republicans. 
And that threat - countered by a 
Democratic threat to bring virtu¬ 
ally all Senate business to a stand¬ 
still - has political Washington on 
edge these days. 

It might well have gays on edge, 
too. The first showdown is expect¬ 
ed to come in early April, when the 
Senate reconvenes following its 
Easter recess. At that time, Senate 
Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-Ten- 
nessee) has indicated he may bring 
a nominee to the floor to trigger a 
Democratic filibuster. A filibuster 
is a means of delaying a vote on 
legislation by refusing to end de¬ 
bate - something that takes 60 
votes to do. The Republicans don’t 
have 60 votes, but Frist believes he 
can undercut the filibuster by re¬ 
questing a ruling from the presi¬ 
dent of the Senate - Republican 
Vice President Dick Cheney - that 
would declare that filibusters can¬ 
not be used during consideration 
of judicial nominations. (Such a 
ruling would smack of partisan¬ 
ship, given that Republicans were 
reportedly the first to use fili¬ 
busters to thwart the judicial nom¬ 
ination of Justice Abe Fortas as 
chief justice.) 

Should Frist and Cheney go 
that route, Minority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-Nevada) has threatened 
to bring Senate business to a vir¬ 
tual standstill by having Democ¬ 
rats refuse to participate in any ac¬ 
tions other than those supporting 
military troops and national secu¬ 
rity. That is possible because Sen¬ 
ate rules require the unanimous 
consent of all senators. 

Democrats picked up support | 



Minority Leader Harry Reid 


from a most unlikely source this 
week - conservative columnist 
George Will. In his March 20 col¬ 
umn, Will defended the filibuster 
as “an instrument for minority as¬ 
sertion.” 

“It enables democracy to be 
more than government-by- 
adding-machine, more than a 
mere counter of numbers,” wrote 
Will. “The filibuster registers in¬ 
tensity, enabling intense minori¬ 
ties to slow or stop government. 
The future will bring Democratic 
presidents and Senate majorities. 
How would you react were such a 
majority about to change Senate 
rules to prevent you from filibus¬ 
tering to block a nominee likely to 
construe the equal protection 
clause as creating a constitutional 
right to same-sex marriage?” 

Democrats are also getting 
support from gay organizations. 
Lambda Legal Defense and Edu¬ 
cation Fund was scheduled to an¬ 
nounce this week that - for the 
first time in its history - it is for¬ 
mally opposing a nominee to a 
court below the U.S. Supreme 
Court level. 

Michael Adams, Lambda’s di¬ 
rector of education and public af¬ 
fairs, said the first nominee Lamb¬ 
da will announce opposition to is 
Terrence W. Boyle of North Car¬ 
olina to the 4th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals. Boyle, he said, “has a 
really horrific track record” on the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, 
which prohibits discrimination 
against people with HIV and 
other disabilities. A former aide to 
Jesse Helms and a graduate of the 
Bob Jones University law school, 
Boyle is currently the U.S. District 
Court Judge in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. 

“We’ve decided to make the 


whole battle over judicial inde¬ 
pendence a major priority for 
Lambda Legal,” said Adams, “be¬ 
cause we see right-wing efforts to 
stack the courts.” Adams said the 
group would be launching several 
efforts to educate and mobilize 
the gay community in opposition 
to right-wing nominees. 

What nominations on the line 
are of concern to gays? In addition 
to Boyle, David M. Smith, HRC 
vice president of policy, identified 
William Pryor, the Alabama attor¬ 
ney general, nominated to the 
11th Circuit. Pryor wrote a brief 
in support of the Texas sodomy 
law during the U.S. Supreme 
Court deliberation in Lawrence v. 
Texas. In that brief, he said it was 
reasonable for Texas to conclude 
that “homosexual sodomy may 
have severe physical, emotional, 
psychological, and spiritual con¬ 
sequences ... from which Texas’ 
citizens need to be protected.” He 
said that allowing citizens to en¬ 
gage in sex with the partner of 
their choice in terms of gender 
would mean extending such free¬ 
dom for citizens to engage in 
prostitution, adultery, pedophilia, 
necrophilia, bestiality, and incest. 
His nomination has been success¬ 
fully filibustered, but he was 
placed on the bench through a re¬ 
cess appointment. While on the 
bench, he voted against rehearing 
an appeal from a gay couple in 
Florida seeking to adopt a child. 

Another nominee who has a 
bad track record when it comes to 
gay-related issues is William G. 
Myers III, nominated to the 9th 
Circuit (San Francisco). Myers has 
spoken out in support of the 1986 
Bowers v. Hardwick decision. He 
was Legislative Counsel to U.S. 
Senator Alan Simpson (R- 
Wyoming) from 1985-89 and as¬ 
sistant attorney general in the se¬ 
nior President Bush’s Department 
of Justice. His nomination was 
successfully filibustered last year 
but President Bush resubmitted 
the nomination in February and 
the Senate Judiciary Committee 
voted it out along partisan lines 
on March 17. 

According to the Washington 
Post , Senator Arlen Specter (R- 
Pennsylvania), chairman of the 
judiciary committee, plans to se¬ 
lect one of the least controversial 
of Bush’s 20 pending federal nom¬ 
inees in hopes of winning over 
five Democrats to defeat a fili¬ 
buster. The Post said Specter’s of¬ 
fice indicated Myers would likely 
be that initial choice. ▼ 


Wanda Alston 
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trait they both shared. He talked 
of those who had “a sore butt 
from sitting on the fence, because 
they didn’t know who they were, 
or what they were, or what they 
believed in.” That was not Wanda 
Alston. 

“I know that Wanda had a soft 
side. Of course, I had to leave the 
Republican Party in order to see 
her soft side,” Catania said. “She 
went out of this world fighting, 
and far too young.” 

School board chairman Peggy 
Cooper Cafritz spoke of Alston’s 


commitment to create a strong sex 
education curriculum for the sys¬ 
tem. “She would say, ‘If we do 
nothing else for our children, we 
must educate them so that they 
may come to know themselves 
and to take care of themselves,”’ 
Cafritz recalled. 

Earline Budd, a local transgen¬ 
der activist, praised Alston as “an 
advocate for a community that is 
marginalized, stigmatized, and 
rarely talked about.” Alston, she 
said, was pushing for Budd to join 
the Democratic National Com¬ 
mittee. “She saw fit to say, we need 
to be part of the agenda.” 

Valerie Papaya Mann called Al¬ 
ston “a modern day gladiator. She 


was just relentless. She stood up 
for all of us.” 

“This woman was amazing, 
she was amazing in that position” 
of liaison, said longtime activist 
Carlene Cheatam. “I don’t think 
many of us know how big her 
story is ... If Kerry had won, she 
would have been in the White 
House.” 

“I had my challenges with my 
sister. But even when I disagreed 
with her, it was hard to take it per¬ 
sonally because she was consis¬ 
tent. She didn’t play games.” 
Cheatam said. “The void that is 
left is very large ... each of us has 
to do a little more so that nothing 
that she started will fall.” ▼ 
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March 24,7:30 P.M. 

Good Friday 

March 25.7:30 P.M. 

Vigil of Easter 

Saturday, March 26,7:30 P.M. 

Easter Sunday Masses 

March 27,8:00 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. 

http://www.mhr.org 


WALLBEDS 

and space saving furniture 


Patented 
Wallbed System 

• No Bolting to the Floor 

• AH Sizes Available 

ALSO: 

* Platform Storage Beds 

• Closet Systems 

• Armoires 

• Home Office 

• Dressers 

ALL WOOD 
No Particle Board 

• Birch • Maple • Oak 

• Cherry • Teak • Walnut 



Platform Storage Beds from $349 
Wallbeds from $1,299 
Wallbed Groups (as shown) from $2,699 


VISIT OUR NEW FACTORY SHOWROOM 
1355 Fitzgerald Avenue, San Francisco - Open Mon-Sat 10-5 
Call for Directions/Free Brochure - (415) 822-0184 
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Gays grapple with crystal meth 


by Bob Roehr 


J ay Dagenhart became infect¬ 
ed with HIV while addicted 
to meth. His addiction also 
led him to “losing just about every 
job that I had during my addic¬ 
tion, being gay-bashed, having a 
gun pulled on me, declaring bank¬ 
ruptcy, and finally becoming 
homeless; all because of my crystal 
meth addiction.” 

His was the most riveting pre¬ 
sentation heard at a session on 
crystal methamphetamine at the 
spring meeting of the National 
Coalition for LGBT Health in 
Washington, DC on March 14. 

Dagenhart and a group of 
other recovering addicts formed 
the Philadelphia Crystal Meth 
Task Force (www.meth2death. 
org). “We are tired of pushing this 
under the rug and not discussing 
so we are going to talk about it 
in very bold ways, to change the 
conversation,” he said. 

The goal is to change commu¬ 
nity values so that using crystal 
and having unprotected sex or 
being up all night dancing is seen 
as inappropriate behavior. “We are 
saying, ‘Do you realize how addic¬ 
tive this is?’” It is based on a model 
developed in New York City. 



CREATE THE LIFE 
YOU WANT! 



Do you fantasize 
about having a more 
fulfilling life? Or doing 
something you’re 
actually passionate 
about? As your life 
coach. I can help you 
create the life of your dreams—just 
as I have with many others. 


Call today for a free 
30-minute phone session. 

Because it’s your life after all. 


GARY HUMBARGER 

Certified Professional Coactive Coach 

415.550.7828 

gary@iifecoach4you.com 

Note: Coaching is NOT therapy. 



SUNDANCE 

SALOON 


NEW WINTER HOURS 
5:00-10:30pm, Sundays 

dance instruction 5:30-7:15pm 


Two-steppin’ & line dancin’ weekly! 
Isn’t it TIME you checked it out? 


550 Bameveld Ave., S.F. at *space550 
$5 admission • over 21 w/ ID 
415.820.1403 • www.sundancesaloon.org 


He recently went to a bath¬ 
house in Philadelphia. When he 
disclosed his HIV status to men 
there, the first five turned and 
walked away, “The only person 
who was willing to have sex with 
me was the crystal meth addict,” 
Dagenhart said. 

“This is no mystery,” he added. 
“The drug dealers in our commu¬ 
nity are setting up shop in bath¬ 
houses. They check into a room, 
they bring their supply, and they 
can feed their sexual addiction, 
which stems from their crystal 
meth addiction. 

“They can sell large quantities 
of the drug without fear of getting 
caught because who from the 
DEA or police are going to come 
into the bathhouse - walk around 
in a towel with the fear of playing 
grab ass - and crack down on the 
drug problem within our commu¬ 
nity? 

“As gay men we sexualize 
everything; we shake hands with 
our penis. If we can learn to edu¬ 
cate one another and bring the 
problem into the light we might 
have a little more success in deal¬ 
ing with it,” Dagenhart said. 

The scope 

Some 15 percent of HIV-posi¬ 
tive and -negative gay men had 
used meth during their most re¬ 
cent sexual encounter, third only 
to alcohol and marijuana, accord¬ 
ing to a 2004 survey in San Fran¬ 
cisco, said Gordon Mansergh. The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention researcher summa¬ 
rized some of the key findings 
presented at two-day meeting on 
gay men and crystal meth use that 
the CDC held in mid-January. 

Meth users in San Francisco 
were “1.7 times more likely to test 



Recovering addict Jay Dagenhart 


positive for gonorrhea, nearly two 
times more likely to have chlamy¬ 
dia, and nearly five times more 
likely to have syphilis,” Mansergh 
said. 

In New York City, HIV-positive 
men were nearly three times more 
likely to report meth use during 
their most recent anal sex en¬ 
counter. 

When pressed as to why meth, 
which is only one of many sub¬ 
stances of abuse, is getting all of 
the attention, Mansergh acknowl¬ 
edged, “It’s the drug de jour, in 
some ways. Meth is something 
that we’ve seen an increased wave 
coming in the last 10 to 15 years. It 
becomes a community conscious¬ 
ness because of the movement... 
because of the rapid increase, but 
also because of the rapid devasta¬ 
tion.” 

“One of the recommendations 
coming out of the conference in 
January is that we don’t focus ex¬ 
clusively on meth, that we focus on 
all substance abuse, because of the 


issue of somebody moving to an¬ 
other substance,” he added. That 
report will be released shortly. 

“I think the risks around alco¬ 
hol abuse are better known. I 
wonder how many young gay men 
may get in over their heads before 
they realize what their risks are 
with meth,” said David Halti- 
wanger with the Chase-Brexton 
Clinic in Baltimore. 

“Part of what we need to do is 
rebrand crystal meth so that it is 
not considered just another inno¬ 
cent party drug, but a much more 
dangerous drug. There are casual 
drug users who would never 
touch heroin; it has a brand that 
they are not going to go near,” said 
Haltiwanger. Part of the solution, 
he said, is to “move crystal across 
that line so that people don’t think 
of it as something that you can ca¬ 
sually pick up and put down.” 

“How come, when you inter¬ 
view straight men, they don’t put 
enhancing sex as one of the top 
reasons for using meth?” asked 
Barbara Warren with the New 
York City LGBT Center. 

“I think that has got less to do 
with whether or not they use it for 
sex and a heck of a lot more with 
the cultural and political context 
that gay men live in versus straight 
men,” said Haltiwanger. “I think 
that the reason that this behavior 
is still such a challenge to gay and 
bisexual men is linked to the ab¬ 
solute hostility and demonization 
of gay sexuality in our society. 
Using a drug like this and engag¬ 
ing in these kinds of behaviors is 
a way to kind of forget that.” 

Warren urged “compassion for 
the struggle that lots of folks in 
our community are undergoing 
around the political context that 
we are dealing with right now,” as 
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processes and the organization 
and delivery of program services.” 

AIDS Office director Jimmy 
Loyce could not be reached for 
comment. Nancy J. McGinness, 
director of the office of financial 
policy and oversight at the Health 
Resources and Services Adminis¬ 
tration, is in negotiations with the 
AIDS Office on if, and how much 
money, it will be required to reim¬ 
burse. 

“They are still negotiating with 
the agency on how this money 
and other recommendations will 
be handled,” said Judy Holtz, a 
spokeswoman for the inspector 
general’s Office of Audit Services. 
“We have not officially gotten 
word back on either one. We do 
understand discussions are ongo¬ 
ing between HRSA, the agency, 
and the contractors.” 

If the AIDS Office is not suc¬ 
cessful in refuting the audits’ rec¬ 
ommendations, it could be re¬ 
quired to pay back the money or 
the funds would be offset through 
future grant money, said Holtz. 

“Or they could appeal that and 
it would just be written off,” Holtz 
said. 

As for the findings of the Baker 
Places audit - whose final report 
was released August 27,2004 - the 
money dispute centers around 
how long the agency should have 
provided “short-term” housing 
services to its clients. The auditors 
claim that the agency “extended 
housing services beyond a reason¬ 
able limit.” In their investigation, 
they found that three clients re¬ 
ceived housing for more than 
eight years and seven others for 
more than four years. 


As such, they found that “the 
AIDS Office did not establish a 
reasonable time limit for housing 
assistance and did not develop a 
strategy for ensuring clients could 
make the transition to a stable liv¬ 
ing situation.” They also raised 
concerns about the AIDS Office’s 
fiscal monitoring of the contract. 

Jonathan Vernick, Baker Places 
executive director, did not return a 
call seeking comment by press time. 

In its response to the audit’s 
findings, the AIDS Office not only 
states that Baker Places provided 
services “consistent with the 
CARE Act” but that it “received 
adequate program monitoring.” 
Office officials also called the au¬ 
ditor’s criticisms of some client’s 
length of stay as “unreasonable,” 
bluntly calling the inspectors’ de¬ 
cision to define short-term as 
meaning only one and half years 
“an arbitrary standard.” 

They also point to language in 
the contract that specified that 
clients’ length of stay could be “as 
brief as six months or can be ex¬ 
tended as long as necessary.” Im¬ 
posing an arbitrary time limit on 
clients “may only serve to destabi¬ 
lize clients and push clients out of 
housing and into homelessness,” 
local officials stated in their re¬ 
sponse. 

While the AIDS Office agreed 
that Baker Places made “a small 
mistake” in some of its documen¬ 
tation and billing, the officials 
nonetheless do not believe they 
merit paying back up to $298,000. 

In the case of Continuum, the 
auditors - whose report was re¬ 
leased February 9 of this year - 
found that the agency could not 
provide the needed documentation 
to support whether programs and 
services it billed the AIDS Office for 
were actually provided. Specifical¬ 


ly, the auditors raised questions 
about primary care services and 
food packs given to clients. 

However, Continuum officials 
contend the audit findings are due 
simply to a missing box of paper¬ 
work. 

“It is a little embarrassing but it 
is as simple as that, actually. Really, 
what happened is we moved our 
clinic. There was some confusion 
were the box was. We finally found 
the box. It just took us a while to 
find it,” said Continuum Executive 
Director Mark Cloutier, who was 
tapped this week to lead the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation. 

Cloutier was not at the helm of 
Continuum during the time of 
the contract and he stressed that 
his comments should not be 
viewed as his predecessor having 
done anything wrong. 

“There never was an issue of 
misuse of funding. I think it is 
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risk of heart attack from them. 

A formulation of fish oils rich 
in omega-3 fatty acids, sold in 
France under the name Maxepa, 
has been shown to reduce low 
density lipoprotein (LDL) choles¬ 
terol and triglyceride levels in oth¬ 
erwise healthy people. Now a trial 
with patients on HAART showed 
a 26 percent reduction of triglyc¬ 
eride levels after eight weeks on 
Maxepa. The triglyceride levels re¬ 
turned to normal in 22 percent of 
the patients. 

While the dosing is an incon¬ 
venient two pills taken three times 
a day, it does have the advantage 
of having no interactions with 
other medications. 


well as the “25 years of dealing 
with an epidemic that not only 
impedes your freedom of expres¬ 
sion around your sexuality. ... 
The challenge is to maintain com¬ 
passion within our own commu¬ 
nity and not let this issue vilify or 
demonize men who have sex with 
men.” 

“We need to understand the 
social context within which peo¬ 
ple in our community are using 
crystal meth, and the meaning 
that people are assigning to that 
use,” added David Acosta, coordi¬ 
nator of HIV/AIDS prevention 
programs for the city of Philadel¬ 
phia. 

“Not everyone is using it to 
have lots of wild sex,” Acosta said. 
“If you are a youth who is home¬ 
less and trading sex for survival, 
crystal meth might keep you from 
feeling hungry and needing a 
place to sleep_It’s really impor¬ 

tant for us to tone down the 
rhetoric and put it into perspec¬ 
tive.” 

Treatment specialist Phil Mc¬ 
Cabe noted that many people 
continue to use meth as a self- 
medication for depression, and 
one of the physical symptoms of 
stopping meth use is long-term 
depression as the body recovers. 
He does not believe the commu¬ 
nity is prepared to deal with that. 
While the focus today is on pre¬ 
vention, “we have to balance that 
with treatment” to help people 
stop using meth. ▼ 


A transcript and webcast of the 
session are available from the 
Kaiser Family Foundation at: 
www.kaisernetwork.org/health_ 
cast/hcast_index.cfm?dispiay=d 
etail&hc=1376 


very clear in the audit. It was just 
a matter of having the particular 
matter of documentation,” he 
said. “We have remedied it. We 
have instituted better document 
management inside the organiza¬ 
tion. We have gone through a set 
of monitoring processes by the 
AIDS Office and it has not been a 
problem since.” 

In its response to the audit 
findings, the AIDS Office ac¬ 
knowledged that not all the prop¬ 
er records were available “at the 
time of the audit” but now that 
the records are available, there is 
no need to reimburse any funds. 

Though it did concede that 
“Continuum should implement 
measures to track and safeguard 
documents during moving” and 
that is “should improve its (own) 
program monitoring to ensure 
that Continuum provides the ex¬ 
pected program services.” T 


Investigators from France pre¬ 
sented the cases of 12 gay men re¬ 
cently infected with hepatitis C, 
presumably through unprotected 
anal sex. It has long been thought 
that HCV theoretically can be 
transmitted sexually but only 
rarely is. 

One unusual point is that 10 of 
the 12 were infected with geno¬ 
type 4, a fairly rare variant of 
HCV in France. The genetic se¬ 
quences of the virus were closely 
related, suggesting a common 
source of infection. The re¬ 
searchers do not know if there is 
something unique about geno¬ 
type 4 that makes it more readily 
transmitted through sex, or if the 
infecting partner might have had 
an extremely high viral load and 
other factors that might facilitate 
transmission. T 
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New treatment recommended for hep B 


by Bob Roehr 


T here will soon be another 
option for treating hepatitis 
B. A Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration advisory committee, 
meeting near Washington, D.C. on 
March 11, unanimously and en¬ 
thusiastically recommended ap¬ 
proval of the drug entecavir (Bara- 
clude) to treat the infection. Final 
approval is likely by the end of the 
month. 

Hepatitis B (HBV) is a virus 
that affects the liver. Some 1.2 mil¬ 
lion Americans have HBV, though 
the numbers are down sharply 
since a preventive vaccine was in¬ 
troduced in 1982. About 5,000 
people a year die from the infec¬ 


tion, primarily from liver cancer 
and liver failure. HBV is easily 
transmitted through sex and 
blood exposure, the same routes 
as HIV, so coinfection with both 
viruses is common. 

“Entecavir represents an im¬ 
portant therapeutic advance,” said 
Elliott Sigal a researcher with Bris¬ 
tol-Myers Squibb, the company 
that developed the drug. He said 
it offers “superior suppression of 
viral replication, a favorable resis¬ 
tance profile, and improvement in 
both liver histology and biochem¬ 
ical abnormalities.” 

The drug suppresses HBV 
below the level of detection in 
about 90 percent of the patients 
who have not been treated before, 
compared with about 70 percent 


for those treated with lamivudine, 
the only other drug approved for 
treating HBV at the time the trials 
started. Side effects are minimal 
and resistance to the drug appears 
to be very slow to develop. 

Entecavir is a nucleoside ana¬ 
logue, similar to many drugs used 
to treat HIV. But it is extremely fo¬ 
cused in targeting HBV and has 
no activity against other hepatitis 
viruses or HIV. This makes it pos¬ 
sible to use low doses of the drug 
and it minimizes issues of cross 
resistance with other infections. 

One concern is that mice that 
were given large doses of the drug 
developed tumors in their lungs, 
but other animals did not. The 
company and the FDA believe the 
effect occurs only in that animal 


species. 

FDA researcher Debra B. 
Birnkrant said the situation is un¬ 
usual because the treatment may 
have a potential to increase the 
risk of cancer that cannot as yet be 
quantified in humans, while the 
disease itself has been labeled a 
carcinogenic. She said, “The ani¬ 
mal data needs to be interpreted 
in the context of the clinical data, 
the severity of the disease, and 
available treatment options.” 

FDA pharmacologist James 
Farrelly said the entire class of nu¬ 
cleoside analogues is considered 
carcinogenic; it is common to find 
increased rates of cancer in many 
types of tissue of many animal 
species when they are given very 
large doses of nucleosides. How¬ 


ever, that has not carried over into 
humans at the lower doses of the 
drug that they take, as demon¬ 
strated by the experience in treat¬ 
ing HIV. 

Farrelly said it is possible that 
heavy smokers might face an in¬ 
creased occurrence of lung cancer 
if they go on this drug. The com¬ 
pany and the FDA are creating 
long-term trials to monitor that 
possibility. 

For Brett Grodeck, a patient 
representative on the advisory 
committee, it was an easy call. He 
placed the hypothetical risk of 
cancer from entecavir within the 
context of “the very real threat of 
liver cancer” from his hepatitis B, 
and came down squarely on the 
side of approval of the drug. T 
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quested to see the material could 
gain access to Shilts’s papers, most 
library users remained unaware of 
its existence. Until now. 

“This exhibit will open the 
floodgates,” said Jim Van Buskirk, 
the Hormel Center’s'program 
manager. 

The Hormel Center is set to 
unveil the Shilts collection as well 
as a trove of gay and lesbian his¬ 
torical treasures this June in a 
show it is calling “Out at the Li¬ 
brary.” The library is publishing a 
144-page color catalogue to go 
with the exhibit, which will be its 
first-ever publication. 

The show will kick off the 
Hormel Center’s 10th anniversary 
celebration in 2006, and, thanks to 
a $250,000 fundraising drive that 
is nearly complete, will travel to 
other cities across the nation after 
it closes in San Francisco this Oc¬ 
tober. 

Hormel Center archivist Tim 
Wilson said what he likes most 
about Shilts’s diary entry is how it 
shows that “yes, he is a reporter 
but he is as much his own person.” 

Along with Shilts’s diary and 
other papers, the Hormel Center 
is moving its entire collection of 
hundreds of gay pulp novels out 
of an underground storage area 
and into public view. The novels 
will be encased in glass to preserve 
and protect their fragile pages. 

Also expected to be on display 
is Milk’s 1978 City Hall datebook. 
While the day planner will be 
opened to the day Milk was assas¬ 
sinated during the show, Hormel 
Center staff, in a sneak peak for 
the Bay Area Reporter, opened it to 
Friday, April 7. On that day Milk 
met with Jim Rivaldo at 9:45 a.m., 
had a 10 a.m. Coastal Commis¬ 
sion meeting and for the rest of 
the day was at “the ball game.” 

“It is fascinating to see his 
handwriting over the pages,” said 
Wilson. “It is scary to look at 
things, to look at things coming 
up weeks prior to his being assas¬ 
sinated.” 

The archival collection is 
named after James Hormel, the 
first openly gay man to be a U.S. 
ambassador, who made a gift to 
the library to open the center. The 
money generated by the Hormel 
endowment pays for acquisitions, 
the microfilming of gay publica¬ 
tions such as the B.A.R., and for 
various public events the center 
hosts. 

Visitors to the Main Library 
who make their way to the 
Hormel Center reading room on 
the third floor may fail to realize 
the depth of the library’s holdings. 
The circular reading room is lined 


with gay novels and LGBT works, 
but it is “the tip of the iceberg,” 
said Van Buskirk. 

Van Buskirk toiled behind the 
scenes for four years to prepare 
the center’s opening. In 1996, Wil¬ 
son came on board to assist in 
processing the center’s archival 
material and work with re¬ 
searchers and library users who 
come to access the Hormel Cen¬ 
ter’s materials. 

Along with the pulp paperback 
collection, there is a video and 
film collection and a newspaper 
collection where gay papers are 
kept on microfilm. Researchers 
from around the world have used 
the Hormel Center’s archival ma¬ 
terial, which is accessed by first 
visiting the Main Library’s Histo¬ 
ry Center. 

“The collection is under spe¬ 
cial security,” explained Van 
Buskirk. “We want to ensure all 
the material stays where it is sup¬ 
posed to and undamaged.” 

The fear of losing irreplaceable 
pieces of the archive is born out of 
an incident in 2000 where a book 
slasher damaged nearly 200 books 
that were part of the Hormel Cen¬ 
ter’s collection. 

“The book slasher was not in 
the reading room itself but 
throughout the library’s stacks,” 
said Van Buskirk. 

The Shilts collection is indica¬ 
tive of the time-consuming 
process it can take for archivists to 
sort through what was donated 
and ready it for public access. 

“The Randy Shilts collection 
was incredibly labor intensive. 
Randy’s stuff was a big mess. The 
rubber bands melted into glue 
and the paper clips were rusting,” 
Van Buskirk said. 

Adding to the time constraints 
is the fact that Wilson varies his 
workweek between sorting 
through the archival material, 
manning the desk in the history 
center, and helping curators find 
material for shows. 

“Tim spends three hours a day 
working on the research desk. 
Also if I want to curate an exhibit 
the first person I call is Tim,” said 
Van Buskirk. “We get a small col¬ 
lection done then go back to this. 
We are working on collections all 
the time.” 

The Hormel Center’s backlog 
came under criticism this year 
from Peter Warfield, executive di¬ 
rector of the Library Users Asso¬ 
ciation, who wrote a piece for the 
beyondchron Web site. In it, 
Warfield charged that the materi¬ 
al donated by Shilts, the gay rights 
pioneer Harry Hay, and Milk’s 
aide Dick Pabich were “languish¬ 
ing” because they had yet to be 
processed. 

“It’s a matter of priorities, and 
the library should be focusing on 


basics like making all materials ac¬ 
cessible and cataloging them,” 
wrote Warfield in the piece. 

While those items not yet 
archived do not show up in the 
Hormel Center’s online catalogue, 
they are listed among the center’s 
holdings inside the catalogue kept 
at the history center. 

“They are not on the Web site 
because we don’t want to give 
people false hope. They come 
from across the country and we 
don’t want to say that it hasn’t 
been processed,” said Van Buskirk. 
“Even though the collection is not 
fully open to researchers, we make 
every effort to go through our 
archives to find things. We don’t 
say ‘Not open. Come back in a 
year.’ Tim works with these re¬ 
searchers. To it is not available 


is not true.” 

As for how large of a backlog 
the Hormel Center has with the 
archives not yet processed, Wilson 
said he couldn’t begin to estimate. 
At some institutions, it can take as 
long as 30 years for archivists to 
ready the material for public re¬ 
view. 

“When people stop giving 
things that will be the day,” he be¬ 
gins to catch up, Wilson joked. 

That day, though, is not likely 
to come soon. The Hormel Cen¬ 
ter is constantly receiving items, 
whether they are donated by peo¬ 
ple cleaning out their closets or 
bequeathed by LGBT leaders, ac¬ 
tivists, and literary lions. And the 
time it takes to sift through the 
donations depends on how they 
are presented to the center. 


“Some people are very orga¬ 
nized. With others, it feels like 
someone took a desk, put a box 
beneath it and swept it all in,” said 
Wilson. “A friend cleaning up an¬ 
other person’s house can’t make a 
distinction between things. One 
of the things of course, is as mate¬ 
rial comes in we gauge how much 
has to be dealt with and how sig¬ 
nificant is that person’s life.” 

In the instance of the center’s 
Harry Hay collection, Van Buskirk 
said the material came in “often in 
drips and drabs.” Before Hay’s 
death, friends helped sneak boxes 
of the gay pioneer’s papers to the 
Hormel Center. 

“Friends would take Harry out 
to lunch and someone would go 
over to get the boxes off his 
porch,” said Van Buskirk. ▼ 


ARE YOU HIV-POSITIVE? 

ARE YOU TAKING RITONAVIR (NORVIR®)? 

IS YOUR BLOOD CHOLESTEROL LEVEL TOO HIGH? 

YOU MAY QUALIFY TO PARTICIPATE IN A STUDY. 

The Community Consortium is seeking HIV-positive study 
participants to see if oyster mushrooms are a safe and effective 
treatment for elevated blood cholesterol due to protease inhibitor 
therapy that includes ritonavir. 

• The study involves taking oyster mushrooms, which are in 
the form of a freeze-dried powder, once each day for 8 weeks. 
Each dose is individually packaged and is added to a heated 
food, like soup. 

• Study visits take place at the General Clinical Research 
Center (GCRC) at San Francisco General Hospital. 

Two of the visits involve overnight stays at the GCRC. 

• The total reimbursement, if you finish the study, is $300. 

To find out if you qualify for the study, 

call (415) 476-9554, ext. 315. 

Community Consortium 
UCSF Positive Health Program at 
San Francisco General Hospital 
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Understanding steroids 


by Aaron J. Cohen 

S teroids are white hot right 
now. They are in the glare of 
the media spotlight, with al¬ 
leged use by professional athletes 
as well as high school students in¬ 
volved in sports. Last week, Major 
League Baseball came under fire at 
a congressional hearing, and some 
parents testified at the hearing 
that their teenage boys committed 
suicide after suddenly stopping 
their steroid use. But there are le¬ 
gitimate, medically supervised 
uses for the drugs, particularly for 
people living with HIV/AIDS. 

One of the major health risks 
associated with HIV/AIDS is the 
loss of lean body mass (LBM). 
Loss of LBM is associated with a 
quicker progression from HIV to 
AIDS. To fight this, physicians are 
increasingly prescribing anabolic 
steroids as part of an overall treat¬ 
ment plan to halt the loss and re¬ 
gain LBM. Steroids, which are a 
specific type of hormone, may be 
anabolic or anabolic-androgenic. 
Anabolic refers to the ability to 
build muscle, whereas androgenic 
refers to a steroid’s ability to in¬ 
crease male secondary sexual 
characteristics, such as hair 
growth, sex drive, as well as mood 
and appetite. Most steroids are 
synthetic (man-made) copies of 
the naturally occurring hormone 
called testosterone that is pro¬ 
duced primarily in the testes in 
males and in the ovaries in fe¬ 
males. After testosterone is secret¬ 


ed into the bloodstream, 96 per¬ 
cent to 98 percent is bound to 
proteins called albumin and glob¬ 
ulin. 

The 2 percent to 4 percent not 
bound to plasma proteins is 
known as “free testosterone” and is 
thought to represent the biologi¬ 
cally active fraction of the hor¬ 
mone; in other words, the amount 
that is capable of interacting with 
cells to cause physiological 
changes. The normal level 
for men is 200 to over 
1200 ng./dl. and from 15 
to 70 ng./dl for women. 

Much of the recent re¬ 
search suggests that people 
living with HIV 
should be in 
the upper 
range of nor¬ 
mal. Dr. Jon Kaiser, author of 
Healing HIV , suggests that for 
peak health, individuals with HIV 
should be in optimal ranges of 500 
to 1000 ng./dl. of total testosterone 
levels for men, and 50 to 100 
ng./dl. of total testosterone levels 
for women. 

Because of their widespread 
use by professional athletes and 
bodybuilders, where they may 
provide an unfair advantage, ana¬ 
bolic steroids were banned in the 
U.S. for general public use in 
1990. This act made anabolic 
steroids available by prescription 
only to people with justifiable 
health problems. 

Anabolic steroids work by 
binding to receptors in muscle tis¬ 
sue cells where they instruct the 




body to increase the production of 
proteins that make up muscle. 
However, their effectiveness is 
greatly enhanced through a prop¬ 
er diet high in protein (one or 
more grams of protein per pound 
of bodyweight per day), and reg¬ 
ular (weight-bearing) exercise 
(one hour, three to four times a 
week). The use of steroids alone 
without modifying one’s diet 
or increasing activity 
rarely leads to anything 
more than a small in¬ 
crease in LBM. 

Potential side effects 

Anabolic steroids can be 
taken orally, by 
injection, or in 
creams or gels. 
Most synthetic 
steroids are specially designed to 
be anabolic and increase muscle 
mass without causing androgenic 
side effects. Nonetheless, regular 
use of synthetic steroids may still 
cause liver toxicity. 

Naturally occurring testos¬ 
terone is rapidly cleared by the 
liver and doesn’t circulate in the 
body long enough to be useful as a 
treatment. Injectable testosterone 
formulations are designed to have 
longer half-lives than naturally oc¬ 
curring testosterone and are less 
liver toxic than the oral formula¬ 
tions. Steroids may be taken orally 
or injected directly into muscle tis¬ 
sue. Oral synthetic forms of testos¬ 
terone are cleared more slowly by 
the liver, particularly those steroids 
that contain a chemical grouping 
called 17-alkyl. However, If you 
have any historyipf diabetes or 
liver problems, you should not at¬ 
tempt to use anabolic steroids. 

The more androgenic a steroid 
is, the greater the risk of side ef¬ 
fects in addition to liver toxicity. 
Repeated, regular use of high 
doses of androgenic steroids can 
cause: 

• An increase in blood pressure 
and cholesterol levels. 

• Acne, particularly on the back 
and shoulders. 

• Loss of hair on one’s head and an 
increase in body hair. 

• Possible erectile dysfunction, and 
impotence, even though sexual 
desire is increased. 

• The development of breasts (gy¬ 
necomastia), a condition that is 
generally irreversible and requir¬ 
ing plastic surgery to remove 
them. 

• Atrophy or shrinkage of the tes¬ 
ticles. 

Although most synthetic ana¬ 
bolic steroids are designed to min- 



YOU LOVE THE CITY! 


YOU LOVE THE COUNTRY! 


The rhythm. The pulse. Four 
options for coffee within three 
blocks. Something going on 
any night of the week. 


Walks in the woods. Nights in 
front of the fire. Long sunsets. 
Relax. Think. Unwind. 


The Best of Both World 


NOW AVAILABLE AT HERTH REAL ESTATE 


San Francisco 


Guerneville 


[HERTH 


HERTH 


555 Castro Street 
415.861.5200 


14045 Armstrong Woods Road 
707.869.9800 


imize androgenic side effects, most 
should be taken in cycles of weeks 
or months (referred to as “cy¬ 
cling”), rather than continuously, 
as a further precaution to reduce 
the risk of these side effects. 

Cycling involves taking multi¬ 
ple doses of steroids over a specif¬ 
ic period of time, usually every six 
to eight weeks, stopping for a pe¬ 
riod and then starting again. In 
addition, users often combine sev¬ 
eral different types of steroids to 
maximize their effectiveness (re¬ 
ferred to as “stacking”). 

However, if you are taking 
testosterone as a supplement be¬ 
cause your own, naturally occur¬ 
ring level is too low (hypogo¬ 
nadism), it is meant to be taken 
continuously and not cycled. 

Here are a few supplements 
that can help to protect the liver 
when taking anabolic steroids or 
any liver-toxic drug (including 
HIV medications): silymarin 
(milk thistle), evening primrose 
oil, alpha lipoic acid, N-acetyl cys¬ 
teine, glutamine powder, Omega 3 
fatty acids, and a product called 
Liverite. 

Human growth hormone 

Because of its reputation as a 
powerful steroid, the human 
growth hormone Serostim de¬ 
serves special mention in this col¬ 
umn. Serostim is a drug that has 
been approved by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration for the 
treatment of AIDS-related wast¬ 
ing syndrome and weight loss. It is 
also being studied in clinical trials 
for the treatment of lipodystro¬ 
phy, a side effect of anti-HIV drug 
therapy that involves both the loss 
and deposit of fat tissue from spe¬ 
cific areas of the body. HGH may 
also work as an immune-based 
therapy by helping the thymus 
gland to produce new T-cells. 

However, despite its hype and 
great expense, HGH has not been 
shown to be particularly anabolic. 

Finally, it should be stated, un¬ 
equivocally that oral growth hor¬ 


mones and growth hormone 
“boosters” simply do not work. 
Though these products generally 
cost significantly less than Seros¬ 
tim, there is no evidence that these 
products are effective, and in fact 
may be harmful. 

For more information on the 
HIV/AIDS and the use of steroids, 
I would refer readers to the fol¬ 
lowing Web site: www.medibol- 
ics.com/power.html 

This column is not intended to 
treat or diagnose any conditions. 
It is meant solely to provide infor¬ 
mation on topics of interest to the 
community. Please address any 
questions regarding your own 
condition(s) or treatment(s) to 
your own physician or other 
health care practitioner. V 
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pies; Massachusetts is, after all, 
one of the most Catholic states in 
the country. 

We choose to stay, drawn by 
the leadership roles that the 
Catholic Church takes in these 
areas of social justice, spiritual life 
and development, educational 
equality, and works of charity. 
This is our church, too, not just 
the hierarchy’s. We feel a sense of 
loss when our church turns away 
from its LGBT members and we 
feel a need for change that is only 
increased by these recent negative 
statements. 

However committed we re¬ 
main to change, over the years we 
have realized that the best chance 
of success comes from multiple 
forces working simultaneously. 
This work needs to be done inside, 
on the periphery, and outside the 
institution. LGBT Catholics in 
mainstream Catholic parishes, in 
organizations such as Dignity, and 
who are active in other faith tradi¬ 
tions or non-religious settings can 
all help cause the necessary shift to 
compassio ate, supportive, direc¬ 
tive, and effective pastoral care. 
Dignity San Francisco, and our 
parent organization, Dignity 
U.S.A., has been an advocate for 
LGBT Catholics for over 33 years. 
We gather weekly to celebrate 
liturgy, provide prayerful witness 
locally at our archdiocese and na¬ 
tionally at bishop’s conferences 


and conventions, perform works 
of charity such as outreach to the 
homeless, and fundraising for a 
variety of causes from Marty’s 
Place AIDS Hospice to legal rights 
organizations and underfunded 
schools. 

This is the challenge of the 
Eastertide, a season of hope and 
radical change for Christian peo¬ 
ples (after all, what could be a 
more radical transformation for 
believers than a resurrection from 
death to life?). If you are a spiritu¬ 
al person, we encourage you to 
support the many movements for 
change in Roman Catholicism 
and other churches as they strug¬ 
gle with equality issues for LGBT 
members. If you’re not a spiritual 
person, seek to understand and re¬ 
spect the needs of your spiritual 
friends and neighbors, just as spir¬ 
itual people should understand 
and respect those whose lives are 
secular. We remain optimistic that 
change is possible, and somehow 
irresistible by human hierarchies, 
whether spiritual ^ secular, and 
plan to keep working ~i» that 
transformation, for ourselves and 
for our church. ▼ 


John Brown and Joe Curtin are 
San Francisco residents and 
former co-chairs of Dignity San 
Francisco, an organization of 
LGBT Catholics, families, and 
friends. You can learn more 
about Dignity at www. 
dignitysanfrancisco.org, or by 
calling (415) 681-2491. 
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Hans Von Braun 

April 1944 — February 2005 


Werner Hans 
Von Braun, pioneer 
in Information 
Technology Securi¬ 
ty & Auditing Sys¬ 
tems and founder 
of Von Braun & As¬ 
sociates, Auditing 
and Security Sys¬ 
tems Consulting, 
died Sunday, Feb¬ 
ruary 13 at his home in Point Arena, 
California, of liver cancer after a brief 
illness. 

Hans is survived by his domestic 
partner of nine years, Glen Kleinheksel, 
his son Richard of Mesa, Arizona, and 
two grandchildren, Sophia and Joshua. 

Born in Berlin, Germany in 1944, 
then raised in Norfolk, Virginia, Hans 
moved to the Bay Area in the 1970s and 
became a leading figure in the develop¬ 
ment of auditing and security systems. 
He worked for Amdahl Corporation 
and Hewlett Packard as Manager of In¬ 
formation Security. He was a founding 
member of the Silicon Valley Chapter of 
Information Systems Audit & Control 
Association; and was president of the 
San Francisco chapter of Information 
Systems Security Association. Hans was 
a Certified Data Processor, Certified In¬ 



formation Systems Auditor, and Certi¬ 
fied Information Systems Security Pro¬ 
fessional. Hans created the first Gay 
Men’s Bulletin Board service in San 
Francisco, organized City Campers, and 
served on numerous boards of directors. 

A memorial will be held on Friday, 
April 1 at 2 p.m. at the Unitarian Uni- 
versalist Church, 1187 Franklin Street 
(at Geary Blvd.), San Francisco. 

Kok-Hiong (Sam) Lee 

1971 — 2004 


Sam Lee moved 
on to a better place 
this past December 
2004. He original¬ 
ly came to San 
Francisco in 1994, 
by way of Canada. 
Sam was born and 
raised in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia 
where he developed 
a fondness for water polo and science. 

At the age of 18, he moved to Win¬ 
nipeg, where he earned his B.Sc. 

(Hons.) in Biochemistry from the Uni¬ 
versity of Manitoba and made lifelong 
friendships which endured to the very 
end. Sam subsequently moved to San 
Francisco and continued his studies at 
the University of San Francisco. 

Sam enjoyed San Francisco and all it 



had to offer. He loved rollerblading in 
Golden Gate Park, cooking truly deca¬ 
dent desserts, hiking, camping, building 
furniture, and making Christmas tree 
decorations. He was also obsessed with 
figure skating, spending entire Satur¬ 
days watching his favorite skaters on TV, 
and often taking to the ice himself. 

Sam was the most extraordinary 
person: Funny, brilliant, sweet, sexy, 
stubborn, charming, fearless, delightful 
and at times utterly exasperating. He 
was his own man. Sam touched many of 
us deeply, as boyfriend, friend, and con¬ 
fidant. His leaving so soon and too 
early has affected us more than we can 
possibly say. Tom, John, Mark, Kim, 
Chip and his co-workers and family in 
Malaysia love him and will miss him as 
long as we live. Sweet journey, you beau¬ 
tiful man. 

Robin Tichane 


Robin Tichane, who adopted San 
Francisco for his art and art conservator 
careers, died Sunday, February 27th in 
New York from complications of AIDS. 
He was one of the longest AIDS sur¬ 
vivors in the United States. He resided in 
San Francisco from 1976 to 1996 before 
he returned to New York City. 

Robin was an expert Art Conserva¬ 
tor and Art Historian who had a funda¬ 
mental expertise in chemistry. With a 


Master’s in Art His¬ 
tory from Columbia 
University and a 
Certificate in Con¬ 
servation from New 
York University, he 
ultimately became a 
conservator in pri¬ 
vate practice in San 
Francisco and later 
an Assistant Con¬ 
servator at the Asian Art Museum. He 
was awarded Honorary Fellow status by 
the Bay Area Art Conservation Guild in 
1990. 



After retiring from the art conserva¬ 
tion field in 1988, Mr. Tichane brought 
his talent and energies to the awareness 
of AIDS as “the world’s pre-eminent 
post modern disease.” He spoke widely 
on the subject of AIDS in the context of 
a series of 12 woodblock prints he creat¬ 
ed entided AIDS’ Dark Terrain: Twelve 
Stations from a Yankee Pilgrim. He 
viewed AIDS as a passage not of external 


appearance, but rather as an internal de¬ 
velopment and exploration of self. Mr. 
Tichane’s artworks can be found in over 
100 museums and archives in the Unit¬ 
ed States and abroad. In addition, he 
participated in over 24 solo and juried 
exhibitions from 1991-1996. 

He is survived by his parents, Drs. 
Margene and Robert Tichane of Painted 
Post, New York, his brother David 
Tichane of Sunnyvale, and sister Eileen 
Tichane of Sunnyvale, as well as his cir¬ 
cle of friends around the world. 

A “Release Ritual” for Mr. Tichane is 
scheduled for 6:30-8:30pm tonight, 
Thursday, March 24 at the San Francisco 
Zen Center, Victorian House Conf. 
Center, 308 Page St. near Laguna. RSVP 
to: robintichane@aol.com 

Donations, in lieu of flowers, for 
AIDS awareness, or Asian Art Museum, 
or Art Conservation would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Further information can also be 
found at www.robintichane.com. 
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Imperial Court’s ‘Queen Mother’ 
Gaston ‘Greta’ Grass dies at 70 


by Cynthia Laird 


aston Lee “Greta” Grass, 
who was “Queen Mother V” 
of all California in the Im¬ 
perial Court system, died sudden¬ 
ly March 12 at his home in San 
Francisco. He was 70. 

Ken Allison, a longtime friend, 
said the cause of death was not 
known. 

Mr. Grass, who was known 
widely in the community as Greta, 
was elected Queen Mother V in 
1977 and became a member of the 
Imperial Court of San Francisco, 
holding the office of secretary to 
the Council of Empresses. He 
opened many of the coronation 
ceremonies with his stirring ren¬ 
dition of “God Bless America.” 

Mr. Grass was born and raised 
in San Pedro, California on Au¬ 
gust 15, 1934. He later moved to 
Detroit, where he joined the 
Marines and eventually became a 
Navy jet pilot. 

After his military service, he 
settled in San Francisco in the late 
1950s and began his lifelong ca¬ 
reer as a bartender. Over the next 
50 years he became known as 
Greta Grass, bartender extraordi¬ 
naire, working in such bars as the 
Jumping Frog, Rick’s Cavalcade, 



Gaston Lee "Greta" Grass 


the Missouri Mule, the Cinch, the 
Kokpit, and numerous others. He 
retired from the bar business at 
the Hob Nob in 2002. 

It was during that time that 
Greta became involved with and 
part of the Tavern Guild, serving 
as its treasurer in the mid-1970s. 
Friends said he was proud of his 
work with the guild. 

“Greta was a delight to know 
and loved by so many,” Allison 
said. “His humor and wit were 
endless. He was never at a loss for 


words and entertained endlessly, 
whether it was behind the bar or 
sitting with friends at the bar.” 

Bay Area Reporter columnist 
Dick “Sweet Lips” Walters, said he 
knew Greta for almost 40 years. 

“He had a great sense of 
humor and I’ll miss him,” Walters 
said this week. 

Greta, who was known to 
enjoy a cocktail, or two or three, 
was also a trivia buff, and was 
often called upon to answer ques¬ 
tions from bar patrons and others. 
He was especially good at answer¬ 
ing anything about music, movies, 
and actors, particularly the older 
ones, friends said. 

Greta will be missed by his 
many friends and customers. 

He is survived by his son 
Butch, daughter-in-law Candice, 
and grandson Gregory, whom he 
adored, never letting an occasion 
go by where he would show 
friends a letter or latest picture. 
Mr. Grass is also survived by a 
brother Chuck, and was preceded 
in death by his parents and sister 
Louise. 

Mr. Grass’s ashes will be buried 
at the National Cemetery in 
Colma, California. There will be a 
celebration of life at the Cinch bar, 
1723 Polk Street, on Saturday, 
April 2 from 1 to 4 p.m. T 
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Proposed patent law change in India 
could affect AIDS treatment access 


by John Iversen 


T he Indian Parliament is 
presently tackling the coun¬ 
try’s implementation of the 
World Trade Organization’s agree¬ 
ment regulating patents on medi¬ 
cines. Health activists and people 
with AIDS worldwide are urging 
Indian decision makers to ensure 
that AIDS patients in developing 
countries will continue to have ac¬ 
cess to affordable medicines. 

Proposed amendments to 
India’s Patent Act drastically re¬ 
strict - perhaps even prevent - the 
production and supply of vital 
therapies by Indian pharmaceuti¬ 
cal companies to other developing 
countries, according to Doctors 
Without Borders. 

Asia Russell, director of inter¬ 


national policy for HealthGAP, ex¬ 
plained that the proposed amend¬ 
ments would prohibit Indian 
generic companies from produc¬ 
ing generic versions of brand 
name drugs patented after 1995. 
This would severely limit avail¬ 
ability of second line therapies 
that include the more advanced 
treatments such as protease in¬ 
hibitors. It would also threaten 
production in such countries as 
Brazil, which relies heavily on im¬ 
portation of Indian raw materials. 
In 2001, India fought for language 
in the WTO guidelines that stated 
the public health emergencies 
should supersede patent rights. 
This latest move is a very trou¬ 
bling reversal of public policy, ac¬ 
tivists say, and there were demon¬ 
strations throughout India and 
Africa on February 26 when Par¬ 


liament went into session. There 
have also been demonstrations at 
the Indian Embassy in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

Russell blames the large multi¬ 
national pharmaceutical firms and 
other industries for sending the 
message that India does not em¬ 
brace Western standards on phar¬ 
maceuticals. She said it seems like 
a cold-hearted calculation on the 
part of India’s Commerce Ministry 
to seek trade preferences with in¬ 
dustrialized countries by honoring 
U.S. drug patents while ignoring 
the fact that 5.5 million Indians 
have HIV and a vast majority will 
not be able to afford the accompa¬ 
nying U.S. drug prices that are 4 to 
28 times more than generic prices. 
Many civil society groups in India 
have asked who will be around to 
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Mark "McJuiced" McGuire 


pro athletes to the hearings, they 
obviously are swooping in for our 
local star player. Testimony has 
been leaked from the BALCO 
grand jury that Bonds and Gary 
Sheffield admitted to taking a 
BALCO-created performance en¬ 
hancing substance called “the 
clear” although they professed not 
to have known what it was. Per¬ 
haps just an extra smoothie ingre¬ 
dient? 

In a March 5 San Francisco 
Chronicle article, Bonds is quoted 
as saying that neither his hat size 
nor his testicles have changed size, 
“and (they) work just the same as 
they always have. “ 


Uer M-enclel 

iH 


Dan Hendel 

Top Producer-President's Elite; 
Top 4% Internationally 

( 415 ) 338-0221 

danhendel#aol.com 

Thank you for the business & the referrals! 


McSteroids 


by Jim Provenzano 


T he McSteroid hearings hav¬ 
ing gotten under way, and 
Jose Canseco’s tell-all book, 
Juiced, having made the gossip 
rounds (but not my free re¬ 
view copy in-box, darnit), 
let’s summate this most 
interesting vein of scan¬ 
dals in professional sports, 
shall we? 

In his book, Canseco de¬ 
scribes being cloistered in a 
men’s room stall as 
Mark McGwire drops 
his pants and offers his 
enormously muscular 
ass. That’s probably 
the most quoted pas¬ 
sage in Canseco’s no-doubt ghost¬ 
written tome, in which the recent¬ 
ly house-arrested former baseball 
star proves the theory true, that all 
those big muscles do come in a 
bottle, and a syringe. 

Unfortunately, for fantasy 
baseball fans, a syringe is alleged¬ 
ly the only thing Canseco inserted 


into Big Mac’s big butt. Pity. 

The beefy redhead McGwire, 
it’s now pretty much understood, 
beat out Sammy Sosa for a few 
home runs (before Barry Bonds 
outdid them both) not with ath¬ 
letic skill, but better living through 
chemistry. 

Oh, for the days 
when a player like 
Mickey Mantle only 
ruined his health with plain 
old drinking and smoking. 

But what about Bonds’s 
balls? The San Francisco Gi¬ 
ants player even has his 
ex-girlfriend ratting 
him out about alleged 
substance abuse, but 
Bonds has defended 
himself, informally, if 
not before the McCarthyesque 
politicians who know a good 
scapegoat when they bet on one. 
Bonds’s peeps say the ex is an ex¬ 
tortionist. (Hmm. Has she met 
diminutive yet cute race car driver 
Jeff Gordon’s ex-wife?) 

Although the McSteroid hon¬ 
chos have so far merely “invited” 




it's important to talk about speed 
use in our community today. 
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Mark McGwire offers an easy target for Jose Canseco's injections. 


Did Bonds bring up this most 
interesting fact unrequested, or do 
mainstream sports reporters often 
ask major league athletes about 
their genitalia dimensions? This is 
a question I’ve never asked any of 
the hundreds of GLBT athletes 
I’ve interviewed over the past 
eight years. Am I missing out on 
something, or some inside “Jeff 
Gannon”-esque angle? What have 
I been doing lugging around these 
darn ethics all these years? 

Bonds also compared using 
steroids to ocular impairments. 
“You can’t see, things look fuzzy, 
so what do you do? You go get 
glasses. Is that cheating? You get 
glasses so you can see, so you can 
do your job. What’s the differ¬ 
ence?” 

Gee, I never saw it that way, 
ever. But maybe if I got closer, say, 
in the locker room, and got a 
more intimate interview with 
some players, I’d happily share the 
details. 

But seriously, there are worse 
things one can do, says the home 
run king, such as cocaine, heroin 
“and those types of things.” Other 
baseball players have a rich histo¬ 
ry of ingesting such substances, 
such as Darrel Strawberry and the 
recently departed Ken Caminiti. 

But not Bonds. No, sir. Not co¬ 
caine. That’s presidential materi¬ 
al. 

Or gubernatorial material? 
Statewide, as schools are getting 
gutted of funding, our own for¬ 
merly athletic Governor 
Schwarzenegger recently admitted 
to using steroids and those type of 
things. Quelle surprise. He’s been 
photographed smoking pot - 
years ago - but still. That would be 
a good thing, if he weren’t hassling 
medical marijuana stores 
statewide. But we’re supposed to 
like our Guv, who calls us girly- 
men one day, sucks up to the Bush 
cabal another, then opposes their 
constitutional amendment scare 
tactic. 


Although some may be sur¬ 
prised about Arnold’s juicy past, it 
was no surprise when federal nar¬ 
cotics agents showed up at the 
Arnold Classic (a bodybuilding 
event named after Governor 
Schwarzenegger) last year in 
Columbus, Ohio to subpoena a 
few competitors and “supplement 
suppliers” in a steroid distribution 
investigation that resulted in in¬ 
dictments in Des Moines, Iowa. 
Our local BALCO scandal’s testi¬ 
cles, er, tentacles, now go all the 
way from the heartland to Athens, 
Greece, where the 2004 Olympics 
torchbearers took a dive for their 
being juiced. Ye gods. 

And who is standing up for 
truth, justice, and a drug-free 
Amurka? Well, these days, what 
with their whore journalists and 
“caught-on-video” SM sessions 
overseas, the Republican Party’s 
looking like an all-night orgy at 
Apollo’s Retreat (a famous 1970s 
Manhattan bathhouse where - 
shocker! - straight people cavort¬ 
ed!). 

But as the governators here 
and abroad continue to use such 
issues as perfect foils for keeping 
our gullible minds distracted from 
other apparently less important 
problems like global war and eco¬ 
nomic disasters, and more fo¬ 
cused on what Mssrs. Canseco 
and McGwire do, or did, in the 
semi-privacy of a men’s room 
stall, Mr. Bonds does provide an¬ 
other tidbit of advice. 

“We need to turn the page,” he 
told the Chronicle. “We need to 
forget about the past and let us 
play the game. We’re entertainers. 
Let us entertain.” 

Okay, you big muscular pro 
athletes. Feel free to tell us more 
about what you do with your balls 
and butts. Here we are now. En¬ 
tertain us. ▼ 


Get entertained at 
www.sportscomplex.org. 


EVENTS 


Ballpark outings 

A pologies from behind (needle-free) to any Giants fans who 
may have been offended by this week’s column. I’ve enjoyed 
every game I’ve attended (despite missing Armando Rios). 
PacBell, er, SBC Park is a great addition to our great city. Also, the 
San Francisco Giants, as many know, started Until There’s a Cure 
Day AIDS fundraisers way back in 1994. 

Now, thanks to smart community folks Carl Stein and Jeff Ward, 
who got the first LGBT event started last year, the Giants have a sec¬ 
ond and third LGBT event planned for May 9 and August 3. 

“Building on the success of the first LGBT Night Out in 2004, 
the Giants are proud to offer two this season,” the Giants an¬ 
nounced. “LGBT Night Out will provide a fun, exciting venue for 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender community of the Bay Area.” 

The May 9 festivities will start in the centerfield scoreboard plaza 
area with a pre-game mixer at 5:15 p.m. Your ticket will include ad¬ 
mission to the party, an adult beverage, and a seat in the exclusive 
LGBT night lower box section. (Sounds great, but can I also have a 
locker room press pass? For research, doncha know.) 

Visit www.sanfrancisco.giants.mlb.com and look up “Special 
Events at SBC Park” for more info. ▼ 
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Miss Hawaii 

◄ page 15 

knowledge it can be very detri¬ 
mental to our community and 
Olena is one person who can help 
change that.” 

‘No borders’ 

While in town meeting with 
officials from the API Wellness 
Center to prepare for the May 
event, Rubin sat down with the 
Bay Area Reporter to discuss why 
she has taken on such a public role 
in the fight against HIV and AIDS. 

“AIDS knows no borders. I feel 
it is my obligation to do whatever 
is within my power to stop 
HIV/AIDSsaid Rubin, who is on 
leave of absence from Hawaii Pa¬ 
cific University. A junior majoring 
in speech communication with a 
minor in writing, Rubin will re¬ 
turn to school in the fall after a 
new Miss Hawaii is crowned this 
June. Eventually, Rubin wants to 
work with kids as a speech thera¬ 
pist. 

Her charm was on full display 
during the interview. After notic¬ 
ing this reporter is left-handed, 
Rubin remarked, “I have this the¬ 
ory that all left-handed people are 
attractive.” 

She has successfully mixed an 
ease with flattery, her stunning 
good looks, and the celebrity that 
comes with her crown to muscle 
media attention on HIV and AIDS 
within the API community. Half- 
Chinese and half-Jewish, Rubin 
has traveled the world speaking to 
API communities in China, Japan, 
and throughout the United States 
about HIV and AIDS issues. Her 
message, especially to gay API 
men, is a simple one. 

“If you are going to have sex 
then have safe sex. We are all at 
risk. If you don’t think you are at 
risk then you are at risk,” said 
Rubin. 

Perhaps no community is 
more dear to her heart than the 
gay API community. From early 
on Rubin was surrounded and 
reared by gay men, and saw per¬ 
sonally the pain and loss AIDS 
has brought to the LGBT com¬ 
munity. 

Raised by a single mother who 
works as a flight attendant for 
United Airlines, Rubin also had a 
surrogate father, a gay man who 
was best friends with her mother. 
When she was 13, the man suc¬ 
cumbed to AIDS. 

“My mom was a single parent 
in an industry with a lot of homo¬ 
sexual men who surrounded me. 
We lost lots of friends who died of 
AIDS,” said Rubin. 

At 14 Rubin began volunteer¬ 
ing with a local AIDS organization 
near her high school called Mala- 
ma Pono, Hawaiian for “to take 
care.” With her mother gone on 
long flights, she joined another 
family at age 15 under an arrange¬ 
ment in Hawaii called hanai - 
when a child is adopted but not 


India 

A page 21 

enjoy the benefits of trade prefer¬ 
ences if affordable AIDS treat¬ 
ments are not available. 

India’s proposed reversal 
comes at a time when generic 
AIDS treatments are finally reach¬ 
ing the developing world on a 
large scale. 

“The number of people receiv¬ 
ing AIDS treatments has doubled 
over the past year to 700,000. One 
half, or 350,000, are receiving 
generic treatments from India in 
the form of a one pill/twice a day 
combination. The proposed Indi¬ 
an Patent Law change threatens 
the health and stability of the 


legally by a Hawaiian family. One 
of the couple’s sons later came out 
as gay. 

“He was my escort to the Miss 
America pageant,” said Rubin. 

After she moved to Honolulu 
at age 17, Rubin volunteered to be 
a buddy to a person living with 
HIV or AIDS. Her first buddy, a 
17-year-old gay boy who was 
homeless and an IV drug user, is 
now sober, off the streets, and 
working full-time. Her second 
buddy is a single heterosexual 
woman with five children who is 
living with HIV. 

She began entering beauty 
pageants in order to earn money 
for college and has raised $60,000 
to help pay for her education. 
Along with speaking out on AIDS 
issues, Rubin is also a vocal sup¬ 
porter of same-sex marriage 
rights. 

“I support marriage rights for 
gays. One of my brothers is gay 
and he is in a relationship and 
seeks to be married. He should be 
given that right and that opportu¬ 
nity,” she said. “In the competition 
I was asked about gay marriage. 
Gay, lesbian, transgender people 
should be given the same rights as 
everybody else.” 

Rubin readily admits she does¬ 
n’t mind being controversial and 
doesn’t back down easily when it 
comes to speaking about issues 
she cares deeply about. Part of her 
public speaking duties as Miss 
Hawaii has been lecturing middle 
and high school students about 
the ABC approach to sex, which 
includes talking about abstinence, 
being monogamous and using 
condoms. 

“On Valentine’s Day I was at 
one public high school talking 
about the ABC’s. But when I go to 
private schools they don’t want 
me talking about sex,” said Rubin. 
“So instead I talk about respecting 
yourself and your body.” 

As Takemura pointed out, “She 
is given access to schools that 
other AIDS activists would not be 
allowed to go.” 

By launching the first annual 
HIV awareness day within the API 
community, Toma and other API 
AIDS advocates across the coun¬ 
try are hoping to lay the ground¬ 
work to open their community’s 
eyes to how AIDS is impacting 
their loved ones, neighbors and 
friends. 

In April, the wellness center 
will launch a local Chinese lan¬ 
guage advertising campaign that 
will focus on lifting the stigma 
around AIDS in the Chinese com¬ 
munity. The campaign is the cul¬ 
mination of two-years of work 
funded by a $180,000 grant from 
the Ford Foundation. 

“We still need to be progres¬ 
sively addressing HIV prevention 
in innovate ways and I think stig¬ 
ma is a key concern,” said Toma. ▼ 


For more information, visit 
www.apiwellness.org 


African continent,” stated Nunu 
Kidane of the Bay Area’s Priority 
Africa Network. 

Kidane urged local activists to 
join others throughout the world 
in urging Indian leaders to take 
full advantage of WTO flexibilities 
regarding public health to contin¬ 
ue to produce all AIDS drugs in 
generic form both for the poor in 
India and throughout the world. 
Calls can be made to Indian U.S. 
Ambassador Ronen Sen (202) 
939-7000, or e-mail Sonia Gandhi 
(soniagandhi@sansad.nic.in). Peo¬ 
ple can also visit the official Web 
site of Prime Minister Dr. Man- 
mohan Singh to send a message: 
www.pmindia.nic.in/ write.htm. 

For more information, visit 
www.healthgap.org. ▼ 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282980-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Rearden Studios, Inc. 355 Bryant St. 
#110 San Francisco, Ca. 94107. This 
business is conducted by a corporation, 
signed Stephen G. Perlman. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on N/A. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 2/15/05. 

MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283170-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Covered Wagon Hotel, 800 Moscow St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94112. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Shirley 
Broussard. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 2/1/83. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/23/05. 
MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283085-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Merit Illustration, 665 Natoma St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Andrew 
Merit. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 2/14/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/18/05. 
MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541839 

In the matter of the application of Carol 
Anne Nelson for change of name. The ap¬ 
plication of Carol Anne Nelson for change 
of name having been filed in Court, and it 
appearing from said application that Carol 
Anne Nelson has filed an application 
proposing that his/her name be changed to 
Carol Nelson Ceres. Now therefore, it is 
hereby ordered, that all persons interested 
in said matter do appear before this Court 
in Room 218 on the 26th day of April, 

2005 at 9:00 am of said day to show cause 
why the application for change of name 
should not be granted. 

MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541840 

In the matter of the application of Brittany 
Amber Brown for change of name. The ap¬ 
plication of Brittany Amber Brown for 
change of name having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Brittany Amber Brown has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Brittany Brown Ceres. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered, that all per¬ 
sons interested in said matter do appear 
before this Court in Room 218 on the 26th 
day of April, 2005 at 9:00 am of said day 
to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283418-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Metzler Brothers, 675 Haight St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by a general partnership, signed 
Joseph B. Metzler. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
N/A. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/3/05. 
MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283434-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Burke Ventures, 226 Grand View Ave. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Thomas 
R. Burke. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/3/05. 

MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283439-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Manna Bakery, 1235 Griffith St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94124. This business is 
conducted by a husband and wife, signed 
Albert Torres. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on N/A. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/3/05. 
MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282920-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Holistic Solutions, 2290 3rd St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94107. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Ken 
Estes. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/14/05. 

MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283324-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: KAVI Skin Solutions, Inc. 75 Casa Way, 
#6 San Francisco, Ca. 94123. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a corporation, signed 
Kaveh Alizadeh. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
3/1/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/1/05. 
MAR. 10, 17, 24, 31 2005 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR FENCE, PARKING LOT DRAINAGE 
REPAIRS AND PLAYGROUND PAD AT HUNTERS POINT 

Solicitation No: 04-620-IFB-033 

The San Francisco Housing Authority will receive sealed bids for vinyl fence replacement, wood 
rail and stair replacements, parking lot drainage repairs, and new playground pad at Hunters 
Point East and West, San Francisco, CAL 1-17A and 1-17B. Total construction cost ranges 
from $250,000 to $275,000. 

On Tuesday, March 29, 2005, at 10:00 AM, a site inspection will be held at the Housing De¬ 
velopment. Prospective bidders will meet at the Property Managers office located at 90 Kiska 
Road, San Francisco. 

Responses are due 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, April 7,2005. The IFB document is available at the 
Authority’s office at 1815 Egbert Avenue, San Francisco on March 15, 2005. A processing fee 
of $50.00 (non-refundable) will be required for each set of documents. All payments must be 
in the form of Certified Check, Cashiers Check, or Company Check payable to the San Fran¬ 
cisco Housing Authority. Cash or personal checks are not acceptable. Contact Ms. Carolina Pe- 
nate-Larrea at (415) 715-3171, or 
e-mail at penatec@sfha.org 

NEWS DEVELOPMENT 

Effective February 1, 2005, the Department of Child Support Services will be accepting child 
support payments by ATM credit and debit cards. 

The Department of Child Support Services is constandy seeking ways to improve customer ac¬ 
cess to our services. 

Accepting child support payments through credit and debit cards promotes fast, efficient, and 
easy payment services for all of our clients. In addition, payment records are also provided 
through clients’ own monthly bank and credit card statements. 

At this time, ATM and credit card payments are being accepted only at the main branch office, 
617 Mission Street, SF, CA 94105, during its regular business hours. 

Contact: 

Eddie Chin 

San Francisco Department of Child Support Services 
(415) 356-2840 
(415)356-2971 (FAX) 
e-mail: eddie.chin@sfgov.org 

VACANCY NOTICE 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 54974, California Government Code, notice is hereby 

S ven of the following unscheduled vacancies. Interested persons may obtain an application 
rm from the Clerk of the Rules Committee, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244, SF, 
CA 94102. Completed applications should be submitted to the Clerk of the Board. All ap¬ 
plicants must be residents of San Francisco, unless otherwise stated. Additional information may 
be obtained by accessing the City’s web site: www.sfgov.org/bdsupvrs 

Please Note: Depending upon the posting date, some vacancies may have already been filled. 
To determine if vacancies for this Board/Committee/Commission or Task Force are still avail¬ 
able please call the Rules Committee Clerk at 554-5184. 

SUNSHINE ORDINANCE TASK FORCE 2000 

Vacant seat 4, must be appointed from names submitted by New California Media and be a jour¬ 
nalist from a racial/ethnic-minority-owned news organization, for a two-year term ending 

4/27/07. 

Vacant seat 8, must be a member of the public who has demonstrated interest in or has experi¬ 
ence in the issues of citizen access and participation in local government, for the unexpired por¬ 
tion of a two-year term ending 4/27/06. 

Vacant seat 11, term expiring, must be a member of the public who has demonstrated interest 
in or has experience in the issues of citizen access and participation in local government, for a 
two-year term ending 4/27/07. 


CITY AND COUNTY OF 
SAN FRANCISCO 
HUMAN SERVICE AGENCY 
REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS #303 
Dear Potential Applicant: 

The City and County of San Francisco, 
Human Services Agency, Department of 
Human Services (SFDHS) is seeking quali¬ 
fied contractors with experience in provid¬ 
ing special projects coordination for the 
Children, Youth, and Family System of Care 
Project and related projects. The Children, 
Youth, and Family System of Care is a col¬ 
laboration between the Family and Children 
Services Division of the Department of 
Human Services, the Children's System of 
Care Services of the Community Mental 
Health Division of the Department of Pub¬ 
lic Health, the Juvenile Probation Depart¬ 
ment, and the San Francisco Unified School 
District. The goal of the Project is to im¬ 
prove the efficiency and coordination of ser¬ 
vices to better serve the needs of children and 
youth who have emotional problems and are 
involved with more than one public system. 
The contract will be for the period of 7/1/05 
6/30/06; total contract amount is to be 
determined. The contract may be renewed 
the sole discretion of the Department 
based upon available funding, departmental 
needs, and contract performance. 

An RFQ packet may be picked up at 
SFHSA, Office of Contract Management, 
1650 Mission St., Suite 300, beginning 
Tuesday, March 15, 2005. Office hours are 
from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

RFQ packets and subsequent updates will 
also be available on the City’s website. Go to 
HTTP://SUNSET.CI.SF.CA.US/PBIDS.NSF 
and click on the “Consultants and Profes¬ 
sional Services” link. 

The Respondents' Conference will be held 
on Wednesday, April 6, 2005, 2 PM, at 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 300, San Fran¬ 
cisco, California. For further information, 
please call Sin Yee Poon, at (415) 557-5644. 
Due date for responses is Monday, April 25, 
2005 at 4:00 PM, No Exceptions. 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541867 

In the matter of the application of Senada 
Caus for change of name. The application 
of Senada Caus for change of name having 
been filed in Court, and it appearing from 
said application that Senada Caus has filed 
an application proposing that his/her name 
be changed to Nadia Caus. Now therefore, 
it is hereby ordered, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Room 218 on the 5th day of May, 
2005 at 9:00 am of said day to show cause 
why the application for change of name 
should not be granted. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


CITY AND COUNTY OF 
SAN FRANCISCO 
HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY 
REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS #301 
Dear Potential Applicant: 

The City and County of San Francisco 
Human Services Agency (HSA) is seeking a 
contractor to provide crisis intervention and 
range of counseling and support services 
linked to the 24-hr parental stress line. The 
Department expects to select one contractor 
through this RFQ. The purpose of the range 
of services is to reduce the potential for child 
abuse and neglect and to decrease family iso¬ 
lation and improved family functioning. This 
service will compliment the neighborhood- 
based, peer advocacy model of the 6 existing 
family resource centers with a more clinical 
approach for families needing these services. 
The contracting period for the contracts will 
be July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2008. The 
contract may be extended beyond the term at 
the sole option of the agency based upon avail¬ 
able funding and departmental needs. 

An RFQ packet may be picked up at SFDHS, 
Office of Contract Management, 1650 Mis¬ 
sion Street, Suite 300, March 29, 2005. Of¬ 
fice hours are from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

The RFQ packet and subsequent updates 
may be downloaded from the City's website 
or after March 29, 2005. Go to 
HTTP://SUNSET.CI.SF.CA.US/PBIDS.NSF 
and click on the “Consultants and Profes¬ 
sional Services” link. 

The Respondents' Conference will be held 
on March 31, 2005 at 9:30 AM at 1650 
Mission St, Suite 300, SF, CA. For further 
information, call Johanna Gendelman, at 
(415) 557-5162. 

The deadline for submitting response pack¬ 
ets is Thursday, April 28, 2005 at 4:00 PM- 
No Exceptions 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283375-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Idea Gems Art & Frame, 274 Capp St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Carolina 
Tan-Bautista. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 3/2/05 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco. Ca. on 3/2/05. 
MAR. 10, 17, 24, 3l 2005 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The Name of the 
Applicant(s) is/are: Universe LLC. The ap¬ 
plicants listed above are applying to the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Cont" 
at 71 Stevenson Street, Suite #1500 S . 
Francisco, Ca. 94105, to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: 518 Haight St. San Franc 
co, Ca. 94117 Type of License applied i 
41 - ON-SALE BEER AND WINE 
EATING PLACE 
MAR. 10, 17, 24 2005 
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REAL ESTATE 


Looking for Real Estate in the Palm Springs Area? 
2-For-l SPECIAL 


Steve • 760.880.0863 
Larry *760.880.3615 
Email: 

TheTwinRealtors@aol.com 



Let us help you find your 
perfect place in the sun. 

Homes & Condos from 
$100,000 and up. 


it’s “the twins” in palm springs 


DOUGLAS 
DELIVERS 

Douglas Bohling 
delivers Sonoma 
County real 
estate success. 

Whether you’re buying 
or selling, take advan¬ 
tage of his 18 years of 
experience and the 
expertise that has 
earned him a spot in 
the top 6% of all pro¬ 
ducers in the national 
Prudential network. 

Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 

Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 

Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! f2 CA Prudential 

(800) 200-2011 X204 California Realty 

Doug.Bohling@PruRealty.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohling 



I Approx. 150' of frontage! Ridge/River views, wrap around deck, marble hearth FP, 
White Oak floors. Hickory cabinets, vaulted ceilings and 4 sliding doors lets nature 
in! 2 Bedrooms, 2 custom baths in an open, bright floorplan. Raised above poten¬ 
tial flood w/ an engineered foundation and septic. Huge backyard, gravel paths, 
towering redwoods, full sun plus the beauty of Sonoma County. Close to SF, winer¬ 
ies, outdoor activities, nightlife and the Pacific Dcean. Offered at SG59.000. 


V ~/k SmaV\ condo...a.Luxury esm ... 

■ Wf \ aveai roundVvotne.-.avacauon 

; VJtiiA^vav...^teAt\nvesxroent. 

'(out tom. can come «ue m V Am 
S V tm %S \ CA\ me. Man tmety ^ 

tmaVV. Mtomevvtoto@» Vcom 

.■jv.-v.'AUotmery.com 


Looking to buy or 
sell in Central 
Contra Costat 

Call me, I can help you 

925.209.3389 

Homes of every size and type in 
Orinda, Lafayette, Walnut Creek, 
Pleasant Hill, Concord, Martinez, 
Alamo, Danville, San Ramon 
and surrounding areas. 
www.PruRealty.com /TomSteyer 
Tom.Steyer@PruRealty.com 




HEALDSBURG 

Opportunity to purchase 4 furnished 
cottages/suites located on 2 adjoining 
separate parcels for daily/weekend 
rentals in downtown Healdsburg. 

Just steps from shops/restaurants and 
one block to the Plaza. $1,450,000. 
Call 707- 953-2772 or 707-292-3152. 


PALM SPRINGS 

DEMUTH PARK 

Sm 3Bdr 2BA FIXER $299,000 
415-860-4874. 


130 ACRE RANCH-NORCA. 
3BR + 2BR 25 MIN. EAST 
OF REDDING CITY LHTS 

View. Stream, Ponds 
Anual Inc 15K Spr. 

Wtr. 415 860 4874 
Asking $1,025,000 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-902-5266. 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


RENTALS 

STYLISH. SPACIOUS. 
CONVENIENT. 


www.lhevillasparlcmerced.com 

415/405-4600 


Now Leasing Townhomes and Flats 
with Amenities Galore. 


SF'S CAY HOTEL 

LUZ HOTEL 725 GEARY 

$65/Night Wkly & Monthly avail. 
Check our Daboyz Rm - A must see! 

415-928-1917• 866-STAYLUZ 


GUERNEVILLE 

$850 two bedroom cottage in quiet 
wooded setting, knotty pine interior, 
large decks, laundry. 

$950 modern two bedroom cottage 
perfect for permanent home or week¬ 
end retreat, yard, d/w, laundry. Con¬ 
venient location near beach. 

$1000 two bedroom private cottage, 
spacious rooms, secluded deck, sunny 
yard. 

CALL 707-869-0623 
WWW.RIVERHOMES.COM 

EIB 

VISITATION VALLEY 

Available 2/bed House, parquet wood 
floors, updated eat-in kit w/separate 
formal dining room. 2 car Genie 
garge. Pets negot. $1900. 

Call 925-381-9579 for more info. 


$525/Mo & up. Monthly or Weekly. 
Newly renovated rms w/berber carpet 
Incl util, DSL, Satellite TV, tel, 
refrig, microwave. 

www.villasoma.net. 415-203-2730. 


EXCELSIOR DISTRICT 

Newly Remodeled House for Rent 
3BR 2Bath 2car garage large yard. 
Jim (650)580-2769 $2,800. 


SOUTH OF MARKET APT 

lBdrm IBath, Spacious, Great Loc¬ 
ation, newly renovated, laundry, 
$1,350. For appt call 415-974-5707^ 


LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF 
SAN FRANCISCO 
DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMAN SERVICES 
REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS #302 
DEAR POTENTIAL APPLICANT: 

The City and County of San Francisco 
Human Services Agency (HSA) is seeking a 
contractor to provide childcare and sup¬ 
portive services to homeless children in a li¬ 
censed childcare program in the Tenderloin 
Community. HSA currendy provides fund¬ 
ing for childcare services to this clientele and 
wishes to continue funding these services. 
An RFQ packet may be picked up at 
SFHSA, Office of Contract Management, 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 300, on or after 
Friday, March 18, 2005. Office hours are 
from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. RFQ packets will 
also be available on the Internet at 
http://www.sfgov.org/oca/purchasing.htm 
click “BIDS and Contracts Database”, then 
the “Consultants and Professional Services” 
link and look for RFQ #302 
For further information, call Esperanza 
Zapien at (415) 557-5657. Due date for 
responses is April 15, 2005 at 3:00 PM. 

NO EXCEPTIONS 



STATEMENT FILE A-0283506-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Rue Saint Jacques, 1098 Jackson St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94133. This business 
is conducted by an individual, signed Cher¬ 
ry L. Sta-Ana. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on N/A. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/7/05. 
MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283566-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: European Psychic, 890 Sutter St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Mike 
Adams. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/9/05. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283577-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Royal Loan, 1024 Mission St. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94103. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Tengiz lose- 
bashvili. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed Fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 8/11/92. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/9/05. 
MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283661-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
The Nutshell Corporation, 867 McAllister St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Lavon 
Jones. The registrants) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 10/1/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 3A4/05. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541898 

In the matter of the application of Patrick 
Augustus Walsh for change of name. The 
application of Patrick Augustus Walsh for 
change of name having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Patrick Augustus Walsh has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Aldo Veranzo. Now therefore, 
it is hereby ordered, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Room 218 on the 17th day of 
May, 2005 at 9:00 am of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 


mm 

MALE SENIOR NEEDS A 
PLACE TO LIVE IN SF. DO 
YOU HAVE ANYTHING 
WITH BATH AVAILABLE? 
CAN AFFORD $550 PLEASE 
CALL RAY 282-5297 


CITY AND COUNTY OF 
SAN FRANCISCO 
HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS #300 
Dear Potential Applicant: 

The City and County of San Francisco 
Human Services Agency (HSA) is seeking a 
contractor to provide substance abuse sup¬ 
port services to families involved with Fami¬ 
ly and Children's Services (FCS). The De¬ 
partment expects to select one contractor 
through this RFP process to offer assess¬ 
ments, referral and linkage, case management 
and education to families involved with FCS 
who are affected by substance abuse. 

The contracting period for the contracts will 
be July 1,2005 through June 30,2008. The 
contract may be extended beyond the term 
at the sole option of the agency based upon 
available funding and departmental needs. 
An RFP packet may be picked up at SFDHS, 
Office of Contract Management, 1650 Mis¬ 
sion Street, Suite 300, March 24, 2005. Of¬ 
fice hours are from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

The RFP packet and subsequent updates 
may be downloaded from the City's website 
on or after March 24, 2005. Go to 
HTTP://SUNSET.CI.SF.CAUS/PBIDS.NSF 
and click on the “Consultants and Profes¬ 
sional Services” link. 

The Respondents' Conference will be held 
on March 30, 2005 at 10:00 AM at 1650 
Mission St, Suite 300, SF, CA. For further 
information, call Johanna Gendelman, at 
(415) 557-5162 or 
Johanna.Gendelman@sfgov.org. 

The deadline for submitting response 
packets is Friday, April 22, 2005 at 4:00 
PM- No Exceptions 



STATEMENT FILE A-0283624-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
U.S.S. Repose, 4220 Cesar Chavez #211 
San Francisco, Ca. 94131. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed David A. 
Lara. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 3/1/05. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 3/11/05. 

MAR. 17, 24, 31 APRIL 7 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283448-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lucvan Gardener Service, 213140th 
Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
Nguyan Luc Van. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
3/1/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/4/05. 
MAR. 24, 31 APRIL 7, 14 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283649-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: l)Splitvision Digital 2) Splitvision, 

1738 Haight St. #310 San Francisco, Ca. 
94117. This business is conducted by an 
individual, signed Brendan Coots. The reg- 
istrant(s) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 3/11/05. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 3/11/05. 

MAR. 24, 31 APRIL 7, 14 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283313-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Hotel Biron, 45 Rose St. San Francisco, 
Ca. 94102. This business is conducted by 
a corporation, signed Jessica Gaston. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 5/28/04. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 2/28/05. 

MAR. 24, 31 APRIL 7, 14 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0283706-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Soccer Insight, 379 A Elizabeth St., 

San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business 
is conducted by an individual, signed D L 
Johnson. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 3/15/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/15/05. 
MAR. 24, 31 APRIL 7, 14 2005 


STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #0281578 

The following person(s) have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name known as 
Happy Buddha located at 280 Golden Gate 
Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This busi¬ 
ness was conducted by a general partner¬ 
ship signed Wing San Yu. The fictitious 
name was filed with the City and county of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 12/22/04. 

FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 


ROOMMATES 

$800 Haight furnished bedroom, 
kitchen privileges, share utils, access 
to deck, yard. 415 252-1207. 

___§15 

$495 Mo. Room, private entrance. 
Redwood City M/F. 650-369-9045. 

___§14 

San Jose houseshare 280/880 $550+ 
1/2 util, Smoke OK 408-244-6640. 

[§14 

East Bay Pleasant Hill. Tahoe Set¬ 
ting. Bdrm w/pvt bath, enclosed 
garage, 1/2 util, incld. $700. 

Mike 925-947-5550 


HTTP;//WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 

Good dish on any one in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com ^ 

WANT TO STAY ON TOP 

of leather events around the world? 
Click regularly on www.LeatherPage. 
com weekly. Stay informed. Stay on 
top. Stay in the loop! Do it now! 
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VACATION RENTALS 



Hilo Hawaii! 

I Vacation Cottages on 8 Acres 

j Tropical Paradise! 


I 


LVa/k to the beach and botanical gardens. 
u The Falls at Kawainui” in Onemea Pay 


I Tel. 808.964.5994 
Iwww.V R BO.com/49625 

JRj I - I 


JSMretreat 

RESORT + SPA 

experience the new russian river. 

1 m 



get polished, buffed, wrapped and 
rubbed at our full service spa, then 
after dinner, relax In front of your 
own fireplace in nothing but a fluffy 
robe...and a smile. 


reservotions | 707.869.2706 
866.73. RELAX 

www.retreatresort.blz 

lnfo@retreatresort.biz 


14711 ARMSTRONG WOODS ROAD . GUERNCVlllE . CA 95446 


DESERT HOT SPRINGS 

Bed & full Bkfst $25 per person. 
Reservations only 760.288.4811 E 4 

HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 
www.parkerguesthouse.com 


TRAVEL 


GAY ICELAND 

New nonstops-start May 18 as low as 
$478/tax roundtrip. Add only 
$50 to Europe. 2 night hotel for one. 
Gay guides, tours,waterfalls, hot 
springs, volcanos. For all great travel 
adventures call Pete @ Pete's 
Tours 415-621-2915, 

Psg reene@pacbel I .net. 

Cruises, Trains, Cars, Eurail. 



INSTRUCTION 


«iw 


• All Levels • Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441 -2062 


mm 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

Bill Lentini ^ 


J 415-252-7552 

www.weltax.com 


Financial District 
Tax Service 


APPOINTMENTS IN SF AREA 

Evenings and weekends 

From $139 

Professionally Prepared 
Includes Electronic Filing 
Fast Refunds 
Direct Deposit 
Accuracy Controlled 
Reasonable Rates 
Personal Service 


Stan Vossler Since1986 

415-647-5566 


ififcpQ RT 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 14 Years Exp 

i 

Rick 415.821.1792 


Need PC help? S/C s- 

Experienced 
Friendly 
Reasonable 

Ed: 415-282-0383 



Xcom 
Telephone 5 Computer Cabling 
Telephone S Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems • Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfoniallwired.net 

Uc. # 7S638g Ph: 4G8-940D 


Computer Help 


Affordable house calls for 
your PC needs by exp’d pro. 
Recorded info: (415) 820-3251 
web: computerhelpsf.com 
Cell: (415)431-6766 



Upside down? 

Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


remam.com 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
Well fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office 
throughout the Bay Area. /“frX 


415-552-7909 

www.sf-remain.com 


SLOW COMPUTER? 

$100 flat-rate spyware & virus re¬ 
moval. Guaranteed results or it's 
free! David 415-271-0369. 

PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 


JOBS OFFERED 


energy 

ml 


ENERGY 92.7 FM - Sales/Account Exe cutiv e 
Energy 92.7, San Francisco’s dance hits radio station, is 
looking for outside sales representatives. Candidates must be 
self-motivated, focused, and have a proven track record in 
both personal and professional achievement and excellent 
interpersonal and telecommunication skills. Previous outside 
sales experience is also preferred. 

Job duties include— Extensive prospecting, cold-calling and 
face-to-face presentations to retail and corporate business, 
developing and growing relationships with new customers, 
developing and executing effective marketing campaigns for 
radio, internet and event marketing. 

Please forward a letter and/or resume to: 
salesjobs@energy927fm.com . Energy 92.7 is an equal 
opportunity employer and is committed to a diverse workplace. 



BREAKFAST HOST/ 
ROOM ATTENDANT 

Friendly, hardworking, dependable 
individual needed for Castro Area 
san francisco Guest House. 

Full time position Sat-Wed Prompt 7:00AM start time. Mature outgoing person with 
strong people skills, knowledge of SF area, as well as cleaning/laundry experience. 
Some heavy lifting required. $ 10/hr to start. Terrific Work Environment. 

Apply in person with resume/refernces to Bob @ 520 Church Street between 
1 lam -4pm Mon-Thurs. or fax @ 415.621.4139 

WWW.PARKERGUESTHOUSE.COM 


ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job setting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate,alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. r » s * r ** 0 

Excellent pay and great benefits! * 

vt»rf r! 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life * 401 (k)« Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays * Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


or Email jobs@adultsupersource.com 




MOTIVATED TEAM PLAYERS 

wanted by progressive established salon 
located in the heart of the Castro. 2 com¬ 
mission positions available for experienced 
licensed stylist Cutting & coloring experi¬ 
ence a plus. 2 available chair rentals. Clien- 
tel necessary. Contact Noel @ 
415-558-0401 or email your resume: 
notorious-prima@ earthlink.net ^ 

Drywall Trainee, hard detail work w/ 
car, part-time $12-16. 995-4782 

E12 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

with experience in one or more of the 
following: plumbing, electrical, light 
carpentry, landscaping and pool 
maintenance. Position requires good 
communication and organization 
skills and the ability to work with out¬ 
side services and contractors. Med¬ 
ical and dental benefits included. Ac¬ 
cepting applications and resumes at 

THEWATERGARDEN 

A PRIVATE GAY MEN’S CLUB 

1010 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 
95126 408-275-1242 or email: 
wginc@pacbell.net Ask for Dave ^ 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

RICK GERHARTER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 rgerharter@igc.org 


NOTICES 

“BOUND BUT NOT 
GAGGED” 

is the name of Mister Marcus's new 
book coming in Spring 2005. It has 
ALL the facts, figures, anecdotes and 
YES...dirt on the worldwide leather 
community. Tons of photos too! 

Don't miss it! 

E1B 

MR. SAN FRANCISCO 
LEATHER 2005 SEP 24 

THE NIGHT BEFORE THE FOLSOM 
STREET FAIR. IN SPITE OF DE¬ 
MENTED MOVES BY DISGRUN¬ 
TLED QUEENS, THE CONTEST 
WILL GO ON! 

E40 

FILM SUBJECTS WANTED 

Moving to Palm Springs? Documen¬ 
tary filmmaker doing project on PS 
gay community seeks compelling sto¬ 
ries. Contact Jim at jima@eurekas- 
treetpictures.com. 


CLASSES 

IN LOVE BUT NOT IN 
COMMUNICATION? 

Monthly Communication Workshops 
in the Castro. 

Call Ron 415-297-5704 or 
Email: Ron@LifeCoachRon.com 


. TOMl m U111 iLlLy^LlliiMlIillllllAlill 1 III ill! lllUi|U11 I l ' LJJM 1 
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SERVICES 


UPKEEP 



Bjorn Landscapes 

Landscape Design • Services & Maintenance 
Creating Sanctuaries for over / years 
Shade Gardens • Water features • Stone Patios 
Roclc Wails • Irrigation & LightingSystems 
for a free consultation, please contact: 

Anders Bjorn *41^.555+ 
BjornLandscape@earthlink.net 


Fernando Cleaning Services 

Hardworking Brazilian Guy 
• Houses • Offices • Buildings 

io Years Experience • Great References 
(415) 567-6213 / (415) 571-7894 cell 
Call Free Estimates 









r 


LAND 


HIGH INTEGRITY LANDSCAPING 415 269 6609 


LinK Landscape Design & Construction 


Creating Beautiful Gardens. 
Loni-Piaintenance. irrigation Systems. 
Betas. Hat tuns. Fences. 

Jim Linn #731605 ‘Mem 




CRAWFORD I 

25 Years Experience • Est. 1986 • Friendly Reliable Service 


"The One To Pick” 


Rock Crawford RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AUTO a 

A"iK C01 HOIK 

CERTIFIED PRIMUS ONE CENTER I □ "Ufc I I □ 

CA Contr. Lie. # 554283 • CA Locksmith Lie. # LC02128 <*oS£f£n 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415-978-2463 


Portraits/Online Photos 

http://www.stevenundertiill.com 


ES S 


PET SITTINGS, DOG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTATION 

CALL JERNINE 

415 861-5381 isfi 


British Bulldog 
Hardwood 
Flooring 

Free Estimates 
Refinish - Installation 
15 years experience 
Excellent references 
Residential 
& 

Commercial 

(510) 834-0162 


IIKKA 

■awiaisHairia 

CUSTOM 

DESIGN 

Lie # 849533 

° New Construction 
° Remodeling 
° Repairs 
° Replacements 

Tel: 415 . 786.1221 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE LIC. #430557 



HOUSECLEANING 

Since 1979, many original clients. 
All equipment and supplies. 
Richard 415-255-0389. 


Handsome WM will do you pleasure 
For a paint job lOhr 835-4735. E2C 

Cleaning Professional 19 yrs exp 
(415) 664-0513 • Roger Miller E16 

BEST CLEAN $40 WEEKLY 

or bi-weekly. Once $55/flat rate. 
Whole house clean. Best basic clean 
in the business. Satisfaction guaran¬ 
teed. Call John 420-2926. Reliable. 

In B.A.R. since 1991. Honest. 


FLOWER ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 


Christopher's House Cleaning 
8 yrs exp. Free Est. 370-4341 


We do the work so you don't have to... 

Wizard's Clean Team 
487-0114 

We get there and like magic, when we 
leave.Jt's clean! E1B 


JUST HAUL rn JUST PAINT IT ! 
JUST PLUMB rr I JUST SHOCK IT ! 

just err rr Tocmnsu ? 

VHATEVC* ! 

•JUST FIX IT! 1 

JUST CALL JIM! 

415-864-6850 


Ufvp Av 4x// 

lu M-om ok Otttc# 

Call 415-577-1665 Peter 
Remodeung, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 
No Job Too Small • Low Rates 


cotomsi 

PAWING CO. 

> Commercial/Residential 
' Interior/Exterior 


1 Quality Craftsmanship 
' Over 20 Yrs. Experi< 


(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 
Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. # 786219 



NORTH CAL 
■ROOFINGN 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & PD-State Lie# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


CA 


CALIFORNIA 
CARPENTRY CO. 


BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 
DECKS & FENCES 

TEL: 415.244.8523 

CaliforniaCarpentry.com 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

( 415 ) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 



INTERIORS ONV\ 
COLOR CONSULTATION 

GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415.370.4849 

JPPCOMPAMY6AOL.COM 


PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK • 

415 - 374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


i 

( 

i 

] 

i 

! 

Brookline pi . • 

Aries IjICLIIIC 

1 i7& Old Houses 

CONDO CONVERSIONS 

|^/ (4i5) 239-5393^^5) 

Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne _ 

Neat & concealed upgrades 

Code corrections for a safe house urCTTh 

Old knob & Tube wiring j 

Insured, no claims in 15 years / £ \ \\Wvym7 

Good Service Guidebook approved /■ |\|||jl^' 2] 

Japeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 1^1 1 Is 

121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. J 

l 

rhe Better 

1 

JAY ELECTRIC 


[?H (415) 563-5641 
Uree Estimates 

HJ 

Old Houses • Condo Conversions 

New Panels • Service Calls 

Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 

REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


DESIGN & BUILDING 
CONTRACTOR 



Kitchen, Baths, and 
Interior Remodel Specialists 


415-261-0202 


Don Giovanni's Construction 
Remodeling / Additions 
Specializing in Bathrooms 
and Kitchens 

415.756-5156 CA Lie. # 773087 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 
Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 
Victorian Homes Carpentry & Drywall Repair 

(415) 519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Bonded Insured State Lie. # 792783 




CARPENTRY 

Specializing in 
Kitchens 
& Baths 

Interior 

Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

Windows & Doors 

Impeccable References 

1 - 415 - 505-2427 


Drywall/Plaster - Highest Quality 
New/Repair/Patch. Artistic Detail. 
Textures. $30/Hr. 995-4782 
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HAULING 


2 E , L 5^4 r,0 % 
CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

+ B. A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


| Trash, Garage, JunkTSofas^addIncT 
Carpet Removal, Appliances, 

Nail Strips, Large Truck 
Serving the Gay Community 

1 Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 







• Careful & Dependable 

650557-1543 
415310-4857 


'FAST HAUL* 

*- 415 665-0800 -- 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer - Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


TOM’S TRANSFER 

Entire household 
Packing £ 

Removal Service 
Free On Site 

_No- Obligation Estimate 

Tel: 415.902.2227 


Hauling, etc. 441-1054.Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cemen^ 

HAULING RELIABLE ON TIME 
Call Mike • 415-577-7180. 

2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 

_E14 

MOVERS 

Pat Ryan 
MoyingA 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• No extra charge 

EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189509 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


[p* 


FREE ESTIMATES 




PACKING • MOVING • STORAGE 


415 * 821*4755 

WWW*JACKTRUX*COM 


COUNSELING 


DE 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 


( 415 ) 431-3220 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 
Move beyond Fear & Grief 
Become More Fully Alive 


Serving the Boy Area Since 1973 


415 . 987.9347 

CA License: PSY 19795 


Mark Jurek, PhD 

Licensed Psychologist 

Quality, Affordable Care for our Community. 


' Free initial consultation' 


Therapy 

for Individuals & Couples 
relationship & family issues * sexuality 
grief & loss - life transitions • depression 
iesbian/gay concerns • addiction 
personal & spiritual growth 



Don Mack, M.A., M.F.T.I. 

Depth oriented. Conveniently located 
on Divisadero Street at California. 

Call 415-820-9620 for a free consultation. 

Marriage & Family Thempia intern 046243. 
Supervised by X. Mai U. MFT 423656 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 

fGaylesta 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CAUFORNIA’S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 

wwwgaylesta.org 



David Lai, Ph. D. 

Psychologist (PSY 17205) 

My approach fuses western science and 
eastern philosophy to help you with 
Depression, Anxiety, 

Drug Use, HIV. 

Individuals and Couples. 
Castro Office 
No Charge for First Consultation 
415 - 608-7092 
www.DrDavidLai.com 


Brief, ^ 
solution- \ 
focused 
therapy and 
coaching 
for individuals 
and couples 


Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY 18892) 

( 415 ) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 


OVGR&ATIHG? 

Experienced, Compassionate, 
effective therapy. 

ELLEN DEKKER, MFT 
(415) 979-6830 


BayAreaReporter 


HEALTH 


DIAKADI 

BODY 


DIAKADI Body 

Personal Training and 

Wellness Center 

Setting the Bar for Personal 

Training in SF 

Highly Innovative, Private 

Training Facility for Getting 

Results from Your Workouts. 

Take a virtual tour of our 
facility or view our trainers' 
bios at: 

www.diakadibody.com 

290 Division Street 
(10th St 8i Brannan St) 
415.863-4922 


ESCAPE • UNWIND • 

UNLEASH YOUR INNER ATHLETE 



Evil Trainer’s School 4 Fitness 

If if s boring & painful (you are doing it w 
Training for strength, flexability S movement 

WWW. ETS4.com (415) 410-5312 

LIFE COACH 


LIFE COACH 

Joseph Osborne IV 



Live Your Dreams 
Have More Fun 
Find Your Purpose 
Re-Invent Yourself 

415.293.8204 
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The Beck Law Group 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

Estate Planning Made Easy 


Alma Soongi Beck, Esq. 
JD., LLM Taxation 
Seminar Facilitator for NCLR 
and Our Family Coalition 



415 . 642.9930 


Wills, Living Trusts 
Domestic Partnership Planning 
Property' Co-Ownership Issues 
Probate & Trust Administration 

ALMA@BECKl_AWGROUP.COM 


Law Offices 
Thomas G. Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Telephone: (41 5) 956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
Trust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw I @aol.com 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEYS. FEINBERG 


Probate 

Wills and Living 
Trusts 

Estate Planning 
AB 2580 Property 
Rights Agreements 
FLAT FEE 
Serving the gay community since 1999 
Flood Building ssfeioberg msa.com 

870 Market SL 415.4211893 



Law and Mediation Solutions 

Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation (Business/Family) 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Preparation 

• Bankruptcy 

• Wills/Trusts 

• Co-Ownership Issues 

15 yrs. experience 

Proud to serve the IGBT Community 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

| ■ ■ ■ . . (415)656-1968 


l«ALS 


thepinksofa.com 



meet other SF lesbians 


CLASSIFIEDS ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here ▼ 


X-BOLDs 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 6.00 
All subsequent lines 4.00 
CAPS double price 
BOLD double price 
X-BOLD triple price 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


3-Digit Security Code 


I I 


J L 


I I 


J L 


J L 


J L 


J L 


J L 


J L 


1 1 


CAPS Stop Here V Regular Stops Here 

J L 


J L 


J L 


I I 


J L 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 

























































































































































$□ ENROLLMENT AND $29 A MONTH 

Offer expires 3.31.05 


It all Starts Here 

38 Years • 675 Locations • 3 Million Members • One Great Name 


SAN FRANCISCD SAN MATED OAKLAND 

, l i;*'» !>A^sPT.Afy ' 



1 D Fifer Ave. 


liUM). J . (! I (!.I.: >i>At. 


(N =-.\i3 La 


b. bbZ,4bbJ 




WWW.GDLDSGYM.CDM 




: A licensee of Golds Gym Int. Inc.. This offer applies only for annual EFT memberships. Promotional rate of $29/mo. is applicable 
for the first three months only - regular EFT rates apply thereafter. A one time processing fee of $49 applies. Regular enrollment 
fee is $199. See participating gym for details. Offer expires 3/3/05. Some restrictions apply. 
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Photos from Duane Cramer’s clan 

‘Family Focus: A Look at Fashion Through 
Historic Family Photogaphs’ at SFO. 

page 3b 

Social butterflies 

Going out ‘ On the Town 
with glam Donna Sachet. 

page 44 

Considering youth 

Meet gay young adult 
author Brent Hartinger. 

page 39 

Bit, 

& . 
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Angela Robinson 
directs action 
spoof ‘D.E.B.S.’ 

by David Lamble 


I n D.E.B.S., Amy (Sara Foster) sets out to 
track down master criminal vixen Lucy Di¬ 
amond (Jordana Brewster) in a movie 
spoof that’s a door into summer for lesbian 
action fans. Director Angela Robinson swears 
the idea for D.E.B.S. (which stands for Disci¬ 
pline. Energy. Beauty. Strength.) came to her by 
way of a joke. 

“I went to film school at NYU, and I met this 
girl who told me this big story about how she’d 
been recruited by the CIA from a secret test in 
the SAT. She totally had me going, I totally be¬ 
lieved her, and it turned out she was pulling my 
leg. But I always thought it would make a good 
premise for a TV show. I ended up drawing a 
kind of comic about it and creating the charac¬ 
ters from there.” 

Kick-started on a no-frills budget and boot- 
camp-tough four-day shooting schedule, 
Robinson’s short (beginning with a WB net¬ 
work-spoofing tag-line, “Previously on 
D.E.B.S ...”) was 11 minutes of ultra-skinny girls 
playing with aluminum-foil fake guns and cli¬ 
maxing in a feisty bed-scene that wowed festi¬ 
val audiences and got a deal for an ultra-low- 
page 38 ► 




de Youn 


The Education Tower will house study 
centers and an observation floor. 



Sneak preview of the 
new de Young Museum 

by Roberto Friedman 


'Wk JHft SB hat a wonderful world it is, thought Out There on a 
wk BnSk K fine, almost springlike day last week, racing along 
wmF MM John F. Kennedy Drive to a press luncheon and pre- 
BSB wB view walk-through of the spectacular new de Young 
Museum in Golden Gate Park. It was our putative “day off” and we were 
spending three-hours-plus at a press conference, but that’s what one does 
when one is a pillar of the Fourth Estate, non? Well, if not a pillar, then 
certainly a flying buttress. 

There was plenty of reason to bustle along the muddy paths along 
Kennedy Drive, skirting the construction, which is currently making a 
giant gravel pit (and a highly controversial underground garage) of the 
Music Concourse. Director of Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
Harry S. Parker III would personally lead a gawking group of pressies 
on a tour of the galleries still taking shape. Architect Pierre de Meuron, 
who with Jacques Herzog designed the new deYoung, was in the house 
and available for questioning. The museum will open to the public on 
October 15,2005, and there are treats in store beyond your imagining. 

First, the press lunch in the soon-to-be museum cafe. It’s a simple yet 
elegant space with an attractive assortment of overhead light fixtures. 
Large windows overlook what will be the sculpture garden, which is to 
include an Oldenberg safety pin and a commissioned James Turrell 
“skyscape” that will take the form of a stupa, a dome shape used in Bud¬ 
dhist practice to house relics or commemorate an event. 

We sat at a table with FAM-SF Director of Education Shelia Press- 
ley and Head Conservator Elisabeth Cornu, both of whom had un¬ 
usual insights into the world-class opportunities the new museum will 
bring. Pressley was especially excited about the new de Young’s tower, 
which, besides the top-floor observational deck, will be devoted to the 
Education Department and study centers for the departments of Amer¬ 
ican Art and Africa, Oceania and the Americas. Keeping the primo tower 
spaces for education and the public, as opposed to, say, the offices of mu¬ 
seum professionals, seems pretty good institutional karma to us. 

next page ► 
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de Young 

M Arts cover 

Also at our table was Chronicle 
arts writer Jesse Hamlin, whose 
advance feature was already filed. 
In fact, populating nearby tables 
were the Chrons urban design 
critic, its art critic, its arts editor, 
its cartoonist, its gossip columnist 
— whom we had just dished in 
our column. She graciously 
came up to our table and 
said hello. But doesn’t 
anyone at the daily 
paper go into the office 
anymore? 

Our tour began in 
the museum’s spacious- 
feeling interior “piazza,” 
the Wilsey Court, where 
the park and gar¬ 
dens literally come 
into the building in 
the form of interior 
courtyards. The space is still under 
construction, its surfaces new or 
unfinished, and we quipped to 
museum director Parker that the 
smell was like that of a new car. 
This made Harry smile and laugh. 

We wedged ourselves into an 
elevator with other excited jour¬ 
nalists and ascended to the tower’s 
9th floor. The tower twists or 
torques in a spiral so that the top 
floor, the observation deck, is 


aligned with the city’s street grid, 
which you can tell when you’re up 
there. You can see clear across the 
park above the tree line, you can 
see the Golden Gate Bridge tow¬ 
ers, you can see as far away as the 
Financial District. 

The best news about what 
we’ve seen so far is that the entry- 
lobby piazza, those interior court¬ 
yards, the cafe, the museum’s 
store, and the observation deck 
will all be available to the 
public free of charge. It’s 
only when you enter 
the museum’s gal¬ 
leries that you will 
require a ticket ($10, 
half the price of ad¬ 
mission to NYC’s Mu¬ 
seum of Modern Art). 
This arrangement nods 
to the fact that the 
de Young is sited in 
Golden Gate Park, 
crown jewel of SF’s 
parks and green spaces. The free 
entrance is good karma, it’s de¬ 
mocratic, it takes a cue from Her¬ 
zog & de Meuron’s established 
museum success, the Tate Modern 
in London. 

The de Young has commis¬ 
sioned site-specific works from 
four major-hitter contemporary 
artists for the new museum. We’ve 
already mentioned James Turrell’s 
Three Gems now taking shape in 


The Pacific Gallery, now in the process of being installed, will house art of Africa, Oceania and the Americas. 


510 Bran nan @ 4th Street San Francisco 


ounge 


♦ SUNDAYS 3PM TO MIDNIGHT * $5 SKYY COSMOS * 


“★★★★! WALK ON WATER’ 
HITS A BULL’S-EYE! 

, Touching, highly original and sure to shake up audiences!’ 

-Both* Stein, SAB FRAHCiSCO CHBOMtClE 

urlh^urikhTT 

Ci« a sew seaeratiaa farfin the si»s at the past? tPHH j f fj 

» jCgagjfr*. *» fi 


em Barcadero I Exclusive San Francisco Engagement * Now Playing 

CHECK DIRECTORY OR CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES 

3 LANDMARK'S SHAT TUCK, Bt 
>S CtN£ARTS<g>MARIN, S. 


the sculpture garden. Gerhard 
Richter will have pride of place, 
with a large-scale mural to preside 
over the Wilsey Court. Kiki 
Smith is reinterpreting a 1670 
American painting in the de 
Young collection, “The Mason 
Children: David, Joanna and 
Abigail.” Andy Goldsworthy, of 
Rivers and Tides fame, will create 
a continuous crack in the York¬ 
shire stone running from the 
roadway in front of the museum, 
up the walkway, into the court¬ 
yard to the main entrance. It’s sure 
to be a celebrated crack. 

We miss the Music Concourse, 
and we’ll be glad when the gosh- 
darned garage is finally buried un¬ 
derground and we can have our 
public space back. But for the 
record, we transported ourselves 
to the de Young quickly and effi¬ 
ciently via the Muni’s N Judah, 
which stops one mere city block 
from the park’s 9th Ave. entrance. 
We transported ourselves from the 
museum by walking one city 
block to the park’s portal on Ful¬ 
ton St., where two Muni bus lines 
were waiting to whisk us back 
downtown. If only we lived in a 
society which put funding for 
public transportation above the 
needs of car-owners, then we’d re¬ 
ally feel like celebrating. 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER 


Peru is 

NTED 


Coming April 12 


CONFESSIONS 
of a 

MORMON BOY 


April 13 to 24, 2005 


Uncommonly powerful” 
Chicago 'itibune 


Previews Start April 1 

the 
SHOOTING 
STAGE 
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’Roid rage 

In his testimony to Congress 
last week, ’roid rage baseball slug¬ 
ger Jose Canseco looked like 
he’d been tanning himself on the 
chicken rotisserie all day, and 
pumping iron all night. The look 
was at once so exotic and so 
laughable it made us want to run 
right into a bathroom stall with 
poor fucked-up ball-player Mark 
McGwire to jab each other in the 
buttocks with syringes full of 
spinach juice. Actually, Out There 
is only pulling your freakishly 
massive leg. But we’re continual¬ 
ly astounded that this is what 
passes for straight-guy behavior 
these days — buddies locking 
themselves into a men’s room 
stall, dropping trou, bending over 
and thinking of England while 
they’re treated to an injection 
from their pal. That’s so gay it’s 
megagay. Forget steroids; check 
out these dudes’ Viagra al¬ 
lowances. 

Dept, of Those Sculptors 
All Look Alike 

Rumpy: Hey Pumpy, it says 
here in the SF Chron that artist 
Kiki Smith’s father was famed 
sculptor David Smith. That can’t 
be, can it? Seems like if that were 
true, we would have heard it be¬ 
fore. 

Pumpy: I’m sure I don’t know, 
Rumpy. I know next to nothing 
about art history, and I have no 
interior life. Now pass the steroids 
and bend over. 

[Next day. ] 

Rumpy: Aha, it says in this cor¬ 
rection box that Kiki’s dad was 
sculptor/architect Tony Smith. 
We know, it’s so hard to keep all 
those Smiths straight. 

Scuttle butt 

Opening up the veritable Pan¬ 
dora’s box of Gore Vidal/Alfred 
Kinsey dish in last week’s column 


has been both fascinating and in¬ 
structive for Out There, as more 
details of the septuagenarian’s sex 
life have leaked, perhaps an unfor¬ 
tunate choice of verb, out. 

If your appetite for informa¬ 
tion on the Vidal libido knows no 
bounds, there’s plenty to feed that 
hunger in his memoirs, 
Palimpsest. For instance, we had a 
pretty good chuckle in what he 
wrote about a party in Washing¬ 
ton, DC that he attended with in¬ 
corrigibly gay playwright Ten¬ 
nessee Williams. Also present 
was the young, handsome, then- 
Senator John F. Kennedy. As the 
Senator walked out of the room, 
Williams eyed his rear-end. 

Vidal said, “Tennessee, you 
can’t cruise him — he’s going to 
be the next President of the Unit¬ 
ed States.” Williams replied, “That 
may be, Gore, but he still has a 
nice ass.” Later in the book, Vidal 
mentions Truman Capote, say¬ 
ing that the last time he saw him 
was at a party, where he mistook 
him for a hassock and sat on him. 
Meow! 

Also: for the record, hunk- 
with-a-history Eric Roberts can 
be seen every week, until it’s can¬ 
celed, on a very weak ABC sitcom 
called Less Than Perfect. A very 
sweet reader sent us a list of easy- 
to-follow instructions for Roberts 
viewing, beginning with, “Pick up 
your remote.” But if it means tun¬ 
ing into commercial television, 
count us out! 

You could count us in on the 
St. Patty’s Day celebrations last 
Thursday night; ours began rather 
before the end of the workday 
with a good stiff drink at Ginger’s 
Trois with our partly-Irish pal 
Corey. Ginger’s bartender Mason 
and a pair of partly-lubricated pa¬ 
trons regaled us with a few cho¬ 
ruses of “I’m in Love with a Beau¬ 
tiful Man.” We hear you, boys, and 
we heart you. ▼ 




indie, new wave elertm 


written and performed by directed by 

Steven Pales Jack Hofsiss 


ft Special Coco Peru 25 and Under Night: Wednesday, March 30, all tickets $15 for 
| anyone 25 or under - bring your photo ID. Easter Sunday Talk-Back with 
l Miss Coco following the 2 pm matinee performance. Reserve your seats nowl 

25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco * (415) 861-8972 
visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 
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APRIL 5 - 23 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO 
BETTY, BETTY AND BETTE 

_ Debbie 
De Coudreaux 


Lesser Feydeau 

Tepid 'For Better or Worse' 


by Richard Dodds 


ou know you’ve got problems 
when the filler is funnier than 
the stuff that’s supposed to be 
the main event. In For Better or 
Worse at Berkeley Rep, after we’ve 
seen the first of two atypically un¬ 
funny Feydeau playlets, Geoff Hoyle 
pulls two members of the audience 
onstage for some mild humiliation. 
He’s no Dame Edna, but the bit 
draws far more laughter than the 
play that preceded it. 

It’s worth noting that the audi¬ 
ence-participation bit is based on 
putting the dragooned volunteers 
through the paces of a typical 
door-slamming Feydeau farce. 
That is decidedly not the style of 
the two one-acts written late in his 
career and reflecting an unhappy 
marriage. We are, in fact, in¬ 
formed of all this at the top of the 
show by Hoyle in the guise of a 
doddering professor who makes 
several more between-the-scenes 
appearances before it’s all over. 

It was Hoyle, a noted Bay Area 
farceur, who adapted these Fey¬ 
deau pieces, at least partly as a ve¬ 
hicle for his own talents. But de¬ 
spite the tireless mugging and 


physical shtick, Hoyle can’t save 
Hoyle — or maybe Hoyle can’t 
save lesser Feydeau. 

That Feydeau was unhappy 
with his wife is clear enough in the 
two plays. The first takes place as 
a pregnant wife deals with early 
labor pains by being an impossi¬ 
ble shrew to her vaguely helpful 
husband. The second play takes 
place eight years later as a business 
meeting the husband is conduct- 
next page ► 


Noted farceur Geoff Hoyle. 


The gods must be crazy 

Power-drunk deities rule in 'One Big Lie' 


by Richard Dodds 

1 he gods who nurse this uni- 
H verse,” Cole Porter tells us in 
a 1929 song, spend their 
days laughing as humans stumble 
through love affairs. These capri¬ 
cious gods turned up quite a bit in 
the songs and musicals of the ’20s, 
’30s, and ’40s, often with a rene¬ 
gade god risking disempower- 
ment by falling in love with a 
mortal. 

In Liz Duffy Adams’ One Big 
Lie, these gods are back messing 
up lives for their amusement. As 
an oracle tells a young woman in 
distress, “Your family has been 
god-fucked.” These gods are not 
the naughty spirits of a Cole 
Porter lyric, but rather sadistic he¬ 
donists who wallow in unques¬ 
tioned power. 

But in One Big Lie, now in its 
world premiere at the Exit The¬ 
atre, there is still the renegade god 
who comes to Earth, not for love 
but to convince humankind that it 
is the maker of its own shackles by 
bowing — or just acquiescing — 
to powers that actually deserve 
our scorn. 

It’s an intriguing journey 
Adams conducts, with the charac¬ 
ters recurring in three eras and the 
dialogue, situations, and music re¬ 
flecting the various periods. While 
the gods take on different forms as 
the years pass, their malevolent 
grip on power stays the same. 

Adams, author of the award¬ 
winning Dog Act, was commis¬ 
sioned by Crowded Fire Theatre 
to create a new play around the 
company’s actors. While pretty 
much assuring that no one will be 
egregiously miscast, the process 
does carry creative restraints that 
may explain why the play can fall 
periodically into a languor not 
seen in the crisply written Dog Act. 

At times, One Big Lie resembles 
a Brechtian musical laced with 


Cassie Beck as Cassoulay, and Adam Chipkin as Arne in One Big Lie. 


whimsy. With a four-piece ensem¬ 
ble playing David Rhodes’ music, 
the cast frequently breaks into 
songs with smart lyrics by Adams. 
But singing is not this cast’s long 
suit, a bit of a flaw in the written- 
to-fit approach. 

Rebecca Novick, Crowded 
Fire’s artistic director, has staged 
this complicated play with verve 
and a fair number of imaginative 
strokes. Linda Jones, Cassie Beck, 
Mollena Williams, and Paul Lan- 
cour play the gods, and Alexandra 
Creighton, Juliet Tanner, Adam 
Chipkin, and Alan Quismorio are 
the mortals. 

One of the worst pejoratives you 
can throw at a god is to call him or 
her “mortal-whipped,” a condition 
when empathy seeps past a god’s 
amoral armor. In the end, Adams 
seems to be saying, it is the road to 


salvation even if it means that gods 
must die in the process. But just to 
keep us on our toes, we get a great 
big “deus ex machina, baby” to fin¬ 
ish things off. T 


One Big Lie will run at the Exit 
Theatre through April 16. 
Tickets are $15-$20. Call 675- 
5995 or go to crowdedfire.org. 


“Compelling and 
brilliantly staged. 
A landmark 
in gay theater!” 

Rob Hurwitt. San Francisco Chronicte 
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Gaboriau 


Serge 


Denoncourt 


Theatre 


Rhinoceros 


Tickets from $t2 
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i A C T. 

american conservatory theater 


A.C.T. Master of Fine Arts 
performing at Zeum Theater 


ZEUMi 


l OAHOfNS THEA? is !■ RaiStt ! ! 


Groups of 10+, call 415.439.2473. Tickets, parking, directions, classes: www.act-sf.org. 


WWW.act-Sf.org I 415.749.2ACT 


PLUSH 


SAN FRANCISCO’S PREMIER NIGHTCLUB & CABARET 


IATALIE 

OUGLAS 




MAY 3 - 7 MAY 10 - 14 

AT THE 


940 Sutter Street San Francisco 
box office 415.885.2800 www.empireplushroom.com 
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Tackling the Mahler Seventh 

MTT and SFS reach a difficult landmark in the symphony cycle 



Mahler's symphonies are open to interpretation by conductors like MTT. 


by Philip Campbell 


ustav Mahler and his re¬ 
markable canon of nine 
symphonies have reigned 
supreme in the classical music in¬ 
dustry since their rediscovery and 
championing by Leonard Bern¬ 
stein in the 1960s. Only Brahms 
and Beethoven seem to match 
him in interest to musicians, con¬ 
ductors, label executives and the 
CD-buying public. 

Of course, not every maestro is 
equal to the task of making an ex¬ 
citing and cohesive series. The vari¬ 
ables in such a vast undertaking are 
almost overwhelming when con¬ 


sidering the requirements for even 
one successful rendition. 

Mahler calls for huge numbers 
of musicians to submit their best 
and most taxing work to the in¬ 
terpretive vision of a mastermind 
conductor, who himself must bat¬ 
tle with the demonic difficulties of 
an exalted genius, open to wildly 
varying interpretation. 

Bernstein trailblazed with his fa¬ 
mous cycle in typical style, his per¬ 
formances weighted between charis¬ 
matic personal glamour and deeply 
agonized introspection. Jascha 
Horenstein’s less-well-circulated 
recordings tended towards a gentler 
and more diffuse spiritual vision. 

Personal favorites over the 


years have been with Georg Solti’s 
strong and well-recorded Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra cycle and 
even Pierre Boulez’s much chillier 
and more analytical re-imaginings 
with various American and Euro¬ 
pean orchestras. 

No one will want to forget 
Bruno Walter, Sir John Barbirolli 
or Claudio Abbado, either. All of 
them have had much to convey in 
many satisfying recordings. Cur¬ 
rently, though, there are only two 
major projects nearing the finish 
line with complete cycles. 

Simon Rattle, on EMI (his 
home base label), has been work¬ 
ing slowly but surely on an ambi¬ 
tious survey of the symphonies 
and vocal works since the late ’80s. 
He has recorded with more than 
one orchestra, but the bulk of his 
work has been with the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Orches¬ 
tra, a sometimes underpowered 
but always committed band. The 
recent release of the mighty 
Eighth brings Rattle to the end of 
a long and arduous journey. Re¬ 
markable that the industry — de¬ 
spite financial problems — has al¬ 
lowed him to complete his quest. 

Halfway point 

The other series, now reaching 
the halfway mark, is with our own 
San Francisco Symphony and the 
intensely dedicated Michael 
Tilson Thomas. Moreover, the SFS 
series is on the orchestra’s own pi¬ 
oneering label, recorded on SACD 
(Super Audio Compact Disc), and 
the product of sensitively edited 
live-performance tapings. 

Tilson Thomas has made his 
case for “live” recording, and I 
have come to enthusiastically 
agree. The frisson, the quiver of 
excitement, captured by the bril¬ 
liant engineers lends a whole new 
dimension of clarity and exhilara¬ 
tion to the award-winning discs. 

MTT explores each symphony 
individually, while trying to display 
a dramatic arc throughout the cycle. 
His discoveries are never less than 


deeply interesting, rarely willful and 
always highly musical. Some of his 
already released performances — a 
shattering Sixth and fresh-faced 
Second — approach instant classic 
status. They can bear favorable 
comparison with some of the great¬ 
est of the past. 

Most recently, MTT and the SFS 
played and recorded the undeniably 
tricky and enigmatic Seventh for 
appreciative crowds and critics at 
Davies Symphony Hall. Talk about 
multitasking! The concerts served 
as subscription concerts, tapings, 
and big-league dress rehearsals for 
the orchestra’s two nights at 
Carnegie Hall in mid-March. 

Ironically, after being such a 
strong supporter of the process, I 
found these performances scrap¬ 
py, disjointed and confusing. The 
nocturnal Seventh has been 
recorded suavely and intelligently 


before by MTT with the London 
Symphony Orchestra. What was 
he going for this time around? 

The problem may have been 
with the “recording studio” aspects 
of the performance. Longer than 
usual pauses were allowed between 
movements, to give the audience a 
chance to cough and shift around. 
There was even a “seventh-inning 
stretch” before the finale. 

Reviews of the Carnegie Hall 
performance were favorable, but 
suspiciously sketchy. Were the New 
York scribes also unwilling to 
admit this emperor had no clothes? 
Or had the removal of distracting 
audience behavior revealed the 
glories of the amazing score? 

Maybe we’ll have to wait for 
the compact disc release to get the 
final answer. Admittedly, some of 
the discs in the series do sound 
better in the mind’s eye. ▼ 


For Better... 

M previous page 

ing at home becomes a shambles 
because of the wife’s hysteria over 
their son’s constipation. Mistak¬ 
enly ingested laxatives, and the re¬ 
sults, are part of the fun. 

The wife is a charmless charac¬ 
ter, and a committed Sharon Lock- 
wood doesn’t worry about winning 
back any sympathy from the audi¬ 
ence. Jarion Monroe is a solid pro 
as a government minister, and Amy 
Resnick earns some real laughs as 
two very different servants. 

For Better or Worse, directed by 
David Ira Goldstein, is a co-pro- 
duction with the Arizona Theatre. 
Reviews of that run make no 
mention of Hoyle’s periodic ap¬ 
pearances as the professor. Per¬ 
haps they’re a bonus for Bay Area 
audiences, but just as likely they 
were added to help goose up the 
proceedings. 

Speaking of gooses, one of the 
professor’s stories involves the 
pleasure of using the downy neck 
of a goose to wipe one’s bum. He 
doesn’t indicate whether the goose 
should be dead or alive. ▼ 


For Better or Worse will run at 
Berkeley Rep through April 24. 
Tickets are $43-$55. Call (510) 
647-2949 or go to 
berkeleyrep.org. 
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Theatre Rhinoceros Presents a West Coast Premiere 

Beautiful 
Child I 


by Nicky Silver 


Directed bv John DixOll 


MARCH 31 - APRIL 24 

THEATRE RHINOCEROS 

2926 16^ St at B.A.R.T./ Mission • San Francisco 

Box Office: 415.861.5079 • www.TheRhino.org 


Taking the high road has never been so complicated. 


WORLD PREMIERE 


THE VOYSEY 

INHERITANCE 

BY HARLEY GRANVILLE-BARKER 
directed BY CAREY PERLOFF 


OUT'SVCX 

a gathering of gay and lesbian theater lovers 


MAR 30 


"Out" nights include complimentary after-parties with 
the cast! Mention "Out with A.C.T." when ordering. 


• A.C.T. 

american conservatory theater 

Carey Pwiotf, sntafc director 


Geary Theater 
San Francisco 


Presenting Sponsor 


m 


Groups of 15+. cal! 415.439.2473. Tickets, parkins, directions, classes; www.act-sf.org. 


Ninth rewards 

by Philip Campbell 


Gustav Mahler, Symphony No, 9 - San Francisco Symphony, 

Michael Tilson Thomas (SFS Media) 

T he latest installment in MTT’s thrilling Mahler cycle with the 
San Francisco Symphony is due for release on April 12. The 
elegiac and deeply spiritual Ninth Symphony brings the pio¬ 
neering series (engineered and marketed on the organization’s own 
label) to the approximate halfway mark. 

The new two-disc set comes from live performances captured at 
Davies Symphony Hall in late September and early October 2004. 

There is no denying the extra charge present in “live” perfor¬ 
mances. MTT is not only a visceral conductor, but also a meticu¬ 
lously demanding one. He creates performances that hold as much 
pleasure to see as well as to hear. For the most part in this award¬ 
winning series, the combination of physicality and aural splendor is 
admirably apparent. 

The Ninth, of course, is arguably the most interior and pro¬ 
foundly touching of the cycle, and it needs nothing more than a clear 
interpretive vision and some truly superior ensemble playing. 

MTT gets all that and more from this reading. It is measured and 
somber throughout — a little light on dramatic nuance, perhaps, 
but ultimately very moving in a straightforward way. The sheen of 
the string playing and autumnal warmth of the brass are spectacu¬ 
lar. Bravi to the brilliant team in the sound booth! 

For MTT completists, this recording will be de rigueur. For 
Mahler aficionados, it will go on the shelf close to the legendary 
Bernstein and beloved Sir John Barbirolli. 

MTT calls the Ninth “the most important and emotionally satis¬ 
fying farewell symphony in all of music.” Does this handsomely 
packaged, luxuriously recorded and carefully pondered 2-disc set 
support his claim? For the most part, yes — but if you still want a 
good cry, listen again to the Bernstein. ▼ 
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The dangers of sexual repression 

Beatty and Wood in 'Splendor in the Grass' on DVD 


by Tavo Amador 


M| espite the image of sexual 
{ freedom associated with 
9 the Roaring Twenties, most 
women of that era were told that 
sex was something they had to en¬ 
dure within the confines of mar¬ 
riage. The blessings of mother¬ 
hood, they were assured, offset the 
unpleasantness associated with 
conjugal relations. Lost virginity 
and pregnancy were the greatest 
dangers facing an unmarried girl. 
Boys were warned that getting a 
nice girl “in trouble” would result 
in forced marriage. Few parents 
understood the risks arising from 
repressed sexual longings. 

Perhaps because the pressure 


on homosexuals to deny their sex¬ 
uality was even greater than what 
was placed on women, gay play¬ 
wright William Inge (1913-73) 
recognized the risks of thwarted 
passions, as did his friend and 
mentor, the openly gay Tennessee 
Williams. In his original screen¬ 
play Splendor in the Grass (’61), 
filmed by Elia Kazan, Inge haunt- 
ingly shows the tragic conse¬ 
quences of repression on Wilma 
Dean “Deanie” Loomis (Natalie 
Wood) and Bud Stamper (Warren 
Beatty), high school students in a 
small town in southwest Kansas in 
’28. The title comes from a line in 
William Wordsworth’s Intimations 
of Immortality. The movie has just 
been released in DVD. 

Bud’s family is rich, and he’s 



the school’s star athlete. Deanie 
lives in a house above her father’s 
grocery store. The film opens with 
the pair necking in his convertible 


near a lake and waterfall. Bud 
loves and respects Deanie, and 
struggles to contain his physical 
longing for her. She loves him 
wholeheartedly, but is a “nice” girl 
who won’t have sex before mar¬ 
riage, although it’s clear he arous¬ 
es very strong desires in her. Bud’s 
bombastic, domineering father 
Asa (an intense Pat Hingle) has al¬ 
ready mapped out his son’s life: 
Yale, then managing the family oil 
business. He doesn’t care that Bud 
wants to be a farmer. Bud’s sister 
Ginny (Barbara Loden) has al¬ 
ready disappointed the family by 
flunking out of several colleges 
and by her “wild” flapper ways: 
smoking, drinking, and seducing 
boys. Deanie’s mother (a superb 
Audrey Christie) approves of Bud, 


A haunting portrait of murder 


by David Nahmod 


jp| ene Tierney (1921-91) was 

I said to have been one of the 
most hauntingly beautiful 
women to have graced the screen 
during the Golden Age of Holly¬ 
wood. She was a natural beauty, 
and didn’t need her features to be 
altered by the studio make-up de¬ 
partment. She was also one of the 
very few actresses of the period 
whose birth name was also her 
screen name. 

There was a certain sadness 
that surrounded Tierney, and the 
camera captured this. In her eyes, 
one could always see the suffering 
she endured in her life. After 
many failed marriages, the loss of 
children, and a 20-year battle with 
mental illness, Tierney was a 
beautiful, fragile, porcelain doll. 

Laura (’44) was the film that 
secured Tierney’s place in film his¬ 
tory. Now Fox DVD has released 
this masterpiece of love, obsession 
and murder among New York’s 
high society, in a deluxe DVD spe¬ 
cial edition that will satisfy Tier¬ 
ney’s fans and those who enjoy a 
witty, sophisticated whodunit. 

The film’s opening line cap¬ 
tures the essence of Tierney’s, and 
Laura’s, haunting qualities. “I’ll 
never forget the night Laura died,” 
intones Waldo Lydecker (Clifton 
Webb) in a voiceover, as the cam¬ 
era pans across his elegant Park 
Avenue apartment. Lydecker is a 
print and radio columnist. Witty, 
urbane, and vicious to the core, he 
is a bitchy queen, a seemingly gay 
character who appears to be ob¬ 
sessively in love with Laura. 

Laura’s body, riddled with bul¬ 
lets, has been found in her apart¬ 
ment on the eve of her wedding to 
the urbane cad Shelby (a very 
young Vincent Price). Both Shel¬ 
by and Lydecker are high on the 
list of suspects, and the two trade 
barbs as handsome Detective 
Mark McPherson (Dana An¬ 
drews) tries to solve the murder. 
Laura is seen in flashback as 
McPherson pieces together the 
last few days of the young 
woman’s life. 

The great director Otto Pre¬ 
minger weaves Laura in and out of 
the other characters’ lives with so¬ 
phisticated ease, allowing the 
viewer to understand the obses¬ 
sion the other characters have for 
her. Tierney displays true star 
quality in these scenes. She is so 
ravishingly beautiful that it’s im¬ 



possible to turn away from her 
when she’s onscreen. 

Many of the scenes are set in her 
apartment, dominated by a huge 
portrait of Laura over the mantle. 
As McPherson fits the pieces of 
Laura’s death together, the murder 
victim watches over the proceed¬ 
ings like a ghost, and the detective 
soon finds himself falling in love 
with the dead woman. 

Webb cast 

Clifton Webb is a standout 
among the cast. Webb (1893- 
1966) was an actor whose homo¬ 
sexuality was an open secret in 
Hollywood. He was one of the few 
actors who was able to be openly 
gay without being blacklisted, and 
he often played gay on screen. 
Though “the g word” was never 
spoken in his films, his acid- 
tongued bitchiness, most evident 
in Laura, let gay audiences know 
that they were watching one of 
their own onscreen. 

Webb has all the film’s best 
lines. “I don’t use a pen, I write 
with a quill, dipped in venom.” 
“I’m not a nice person, I’m vi¬ 
cious. It’s part of my charm.” 
Webb says these lines with just the 
right mixture of bitterness, sar¬ 
casm and humor, and he steals 
every scene he’s in. 

Webb’s character is obsessed 
with Laura, which may put in 
question whether or not Lydecker 
is actually a gay character. In my 
view, he is. The relationship be¬ 
tween Laura and the film’s other 
male characters is clearly roman¬ 
tic. With Lydecker, it is obviously a 
platonic friendship. Lydecker 
mentors Laura, making sure she 
meets all the “right” people. Even¬ 
tually he comes to view her as a 
piece of property. 

What should be debated is 
whether or not Lydecker is a neg¬ 


ative depiction of gay men. As 
witty and sophisticated as he may 
be, Lydecker is a dreadful man 
who delights in hurting people. 
Might the closets we were forced 
to inhabit for so many decades be 
the cause of the bad behavior we 
still sometimes see in individuals 
like Lydecker? 

20th Century Fox offers Laura 
on DVD with all the trimmings. 
Extras include two uncut episodes 
of A&E’s Biography series: Vincent 
Price: The Versatile Villain is an 


HELGI TOMAS SON A 


entertaining look at Price’s life as a 
horror-movie icon and patron of 
the arts; Gene Tierney: Shattered 
Portrait tells the tale of the beauti¬ 
ful actress’ sad life. 

Also featured is a commentary 
track from the film’s lone surviv¬ 
ing crew member, composer 
David Raskin. A second commen¬ 
tary track, from film historian 
Rudy Behlmer, Laura’ s original 
theatrical trailer, and a few deleted 
scenes round out this impressive 
DVD. T 
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CULTURAL 
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at San Francisco Ballet 
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www.sfballet,org/calendar/detail.aspx?id=60 ' t 



but warns against pre-marital sex. 
Because their stock-market invest¬ 
ments are growing, Deanie’s par¬ 
ents can afford to send her to col¬ 
lege. 

Bud breaks with Deanie: he 
fears their passions will result in 
sex before he’s ready to marry her. 
Tellingly, he isn’t comfortable 
using other girls just for sex. He’s 
miserable, but Deanie’s depression 
is severe. Desperate to get Bud 
back, she bobs her hair, dresses 
provocatively, and, at the high 
school dance, tries to seduce him. 
Bud is shocked by her behavior, 
but they drive to the waterfalls. 
Desire consumes him, but he once 
again stops before going “too far.” 
Feeling rejected, Jeannie flirts with 
another boy, who nearly rapes her. 
She then dives into the lake and is 
rescued before going over the falls. 
She suffers an emotional collapse. 

Crash landing 

Bud goes to Yale while Deanie 
is sent to a sanatorium for psychi¬ 
atric care. At Yale, Bud does poor¬ 
ly. His father insists that he remain 
in school, but, faced with financial 
ruin following the ’29 stock mar¬ 
ket crash, he commits suicide. Bud 
finds consolation from an Italian- 
American waitress, Angelina 
(Zohra Lambert). 

At the sanatorium, Deanie’s 
condition improves. She meets an¬ 
other patient, a doctor, who wants 
to marry her. After more than two 
years, she returns home and asks 
page 45 ► 
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Golden Gate Performing Arts, Inc. and La Crema Winery present 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus in 


Artistic Director ancfSnductor 


SAN FRANCISCO Donald W. Savoie 

GAY MIN S CHORUS Executive P i|g£ tor : 


Divas' 

Revenge 

Opera and Broadway Our Way 


Monday, April 11, 2005 8 PM 
Louise M. Davies Symphony Hall 

Special Guests: 

Community Women's Orchestra 

Martha Stoddard, Acting Music Director 

www.divasrevenge.org 


Tickets: $20-$75 

Tickets available at: 

San Francisco Symphony Hall 
Box Office 

Van Ness Avenue @ Grove Street 

Call: ( 415 ) 864-6000 

For more info, visit us at 

www.sfgmc.org 


Black writers explore Eros and image 


lationships with women while 
they seek clandestine sex with 
men. While Scott posits a few the¬ 
ories to help illuminate gay black 
male sexuality, he stops short of 
politicizing the fiction offered in 
this anthology. 

The collection explores mostly 
familiar gay territory, with the obvi¬ 
ous racial focus. It includes an ex¬ 
cerpt from Samuel R. Delany’s novel 
The Mad Man called “The Sleep¬ 
walkers,” which details one man’s re¬ 
demption through water sports. 
Robert F. Reid-Pharr’s “Horse Phi¬ 
losophy” offers a rather cerebral take 
on the sex club experience — it even 
includes footnoted references to the 
works of Edward W. Said and 
Richard Wright, among others. The 
book also includes erotic artwork of 
the artist Belasco. 

In a somewhat different vein, 
Stanley Bennett Clay’s novel In 
Search of Pretty Young Black Men 


by Jim Nawrocki 


In Search of 
Pretty Young 
Black Men 


also explores African American 
sexuality, this time from the per¬ 
spective of prosperous, educated 
and married blacks and their cir¬ 
cle of friends. These include Mag¬ 
gie Lester-Allegro. Sheltered in a 
hilltop enclave of wealthy African 
American families, she finds her¬ 
self growing distant from her 
husband and increasingly ob¬ 
sessed with a young black man. 

Initially, Clay’s novel seems to 
be simply a lyrical tale of one 
woman’s satisfaction of sexual 
wanderlust. Ultimately, it reveals 
itself to be an intricate tale of 
Oedipal proportions, built upon 
some rather hard-to-believe plot 
turns. Though Clay stretches the 
boundaries of believability, he tells 
his tale engagingly. He also works 
quite a lot of story into a novel of 
only 163 pages, dividing it almost 
down the middle between Mag¬ 
gie’s story and that of her husband, 


Best Black Gay Erotica, edited by 
Darieck Scott (Cleis) 

In Search of Pretty Young Black 
Men, by Stanley Bennett Clay 
(Atria Books) 

Why I Hate Abercrombie & Fitch, 
by Dwight A. McBride (New York 
University Press) 

s ethnically targeted market¬ 
ing becomes more and more 
popular, it’s not surprising 
that this trend should find its liter¬ 
ary counterpart. This is especially 
true in the realm of genre fiction, 
and in erotica in particular. The re¬ 
cent popularity of Zane, the single- 
named author of a series of lurid 
romances aimed at African Ameri¬ 
can women, is just one example. In 
popular gay literature, erotica col¬ 
lections focused on Asians, Latins 
and African Americans are enjoy¬ 
ing increasing success. 

Best Black Gay Erotica, released 
earlier this year, is an apparent 
spin-off of the longtime Best Gay 
Erotica series. In his introduction 
to the collection, Darieck Scott at¬ 
tempts an historical explanation 
for the paucity of gay black male 
erotica and also provides a brief 
primer on the unique terrain of 
gay black male sexuality. Several of 
the stories in the collection, for ex¬ 
ample, depict the adventures of 
“brothers on the down-low,” i.e., 
those black men who, identifying 
neither as gay or bisexual, are in¬ 
volved in romantic and sexual re¬ 


who harbors secrets of his own. 
Clay’s prose offers up some truly 
alluring appreciations of black 
male beauty. There are also some 
fun little details, such as the scene 
in which black women commiser¬ 
ate while watching gay male porn. 

Identity lit 

The popularity of ethnically 
themed erotica is perhaps a natur¬ 
al outgrowth of the growing body 
of literature (including criticism 
and theory) devoted to ethnic 
identity. As noted earlier, even 
writers of black erotica can be in¬ 
spired by the likes of the late Ed¬ 
ward W. Said, whose Orientalism 
is one of the seminal texts of eth¬ 


nic studies. Dwight A. McBride’s 
newly published essay collection, 
Why I Hate Abercrombie & Fitch, 
brings together his essays on race 
and sexuality from the early 1990s 
to the present. McBride, who 
chairs the Department of African 
American Studies at Northwest¬ 
ern University, weighs in on such 
topics as the 1992 LA riots, Anita 
Hill, race and consumer culture, 
and African American intellectu¬ 
als, among others. 

In his preface and introduction 
to the collection, McBride calls for a 
broadening of African American 
studies as a discipline. Though 
some of these essays are more “aca¬ 
demic” than others, McBride brings 
passion to his subjects, and this is 
perhaps most apparent in the title 
essay. He excoriates Abercrombie & 
Fitch not for its racy, homoerotic 
catalogs and merchandising, but 
for its blatantly white elitism, which 
is evident in its advertising but even 
more so in its hiring practices. In¬ 
voking Hannah Arendt’s famous 
description of Adolf Eichmann 
(“the banality of evil”), he suggests 
that the retailer’s racial ideals are as 
insidious, and ultimately as dan¬ 
gerous, as those of the Nazis. 
McBride’s volume is a provocative 
and wide-ranging exploration of a 
range of issues relating to race and 
sexuality — and perhaps a good 
follow-up to any volume of black- 
themed erotica. T 


Eternal flamers 


by Robert Julian 


Screened Out - Playing Gay in 
Hollywood from Edison to 
Stonewall by Richard Barrios; 
Routledge, $24.95 


ith appropriate deference 

f M to Vito Russo’s ground¬ 
breaking Celluloid Closet, 
author Richard Barrios offers a 
counterpoint to Russo’s work with 
Screened Out - Playing Gay in 
Hollywood from Edison to 
Stonewall. Where Russo’s agitprop 
treatise castigated Hollywood for 
its shabby treatment of lesbians 
and gays, Barrios offers a more 
objective and balanced assessment 
of the situation, and comes away 
with a significantly different un¬ 
derstanding. 

Barrios demonstrates that, 
from the days of silent film 
through 1970, gays and lesbians 
were always present in American 
film. By deconstructing the films 
of each decade, Barrios shows ex¬ 
actly how homosexuals were por¬ 
trayed, and how that portrayal 
changed with the times. The earli¬ 
est days were, in some ways, the 
most liberal. Butch ladies and fey 
gentlemen were given free reign 
to camp their way across the 
screen, enforcing what may — or 
may not — have been stereotypi¬ 
cal behavior. Homosexuals were 
funny, but there was little in the 
way of pejorative connotations 
until the 1934 onset of Holly¬ 
wood’s strict and repressive pro¬ 
duction code. 

But even after the portrayal of 
“perversion” was explicitly pro¬ 
hibited, filmmakers found ways 
to communicate alternative sexu¬ 
ality with a variety of codes and 
behaviors. The portrayals mor¬ 
phed with the times, occasionally 
with sinister overtones, but ho¬ 
mosexuals were hardly absent 
from the screen. In 1939, family- 
friendly Disney produced an ani¬ 


mated paean to peace called 
Dragon, with the title vocals pro¬ 
vided by a flaming Barnett Parker. 
The animators drew his male 
character with fluttering eyelash¬ 
es, extravagant gestures, and 
bright red nail polish. The dragon 
was also given to spouting poetry 
about upside-down cakes with 
lines like, “Your bottom is on your 
top, and your top is on your bot¬ 
tom.” Although he does not quote 
her directly, it appears Elizabeth 
Taylor was right when she pro¬ 
claimed in the 1980s that “there 
would be no Hollywood without 
homosexuals.” 

Barrios’ work is a treasure for 
any serious student of gay/lesbian 
history, or anyone studying the 
history of film. But Screened 
Out’s “readability” is significantly 
hampered by hundreds of pages 
in which Barrios provides narra¬ 
tive descriptions of films and 
scenes that were originally creat¬ 
ed for visual consumption. The 
problem is compounded by a 
focus on films and actors so ob¬ 
scure or ancient they will only be 
known to film historians. Yet Bar¬ 
rios has an engaging prose style 
and a quick wit that allows him to 
pull off a nearly impossible task 
with great enthusiasm and 
humor. ▼ 
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In the middle of March madness 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 

emember “shock and awe?” 

Hard to believe it’s the two- 
1 m year anniversary of the 
murderous quagmire in Iraq that 
began with the big light show over 
Baghdad on March 19, 2003. One 
of the great things about TV is the 
videotape. All those liars from the 
Bush Administration have now. 
been completely Unveiled as what 
they are: war criminals. What they 
said then and what we now know 
to be true — it’s all there. Roll 
tape. 

So why is there no trial being 
convened in The Hague for 
George Bush, Dick Cheney (who 
told Tim Russert repeatedly on 
Meet the Press that American 
troops would be “greeted with 
open arms and flowers”), Donald 
Rumsfeld and Condoleezza Rice? 

Why is Paul Wolfowitz, who 
knows less than nothing about 
world poverty and debt re¬ 
duction for Third World 
nations, being handed 
the sinecure of direc¬ 
tor of the World Bank 
when he was one of 
the chief architects of 
the war on Iraq? 

Republicans in the 
Bush Congress 
had no 

thoughts for 
the thousands 
of dead and injured from the war 
on Iraq on March 19. There were 
no memorials, no press confer¬ 
ences, no indicators of regret for 
the massive casualties among 
Iraqis or the 1,600+ dead and 
15,000+ injured American troops. 
Thousands dead, not to mention 
the specter of the tortured at Abu ' 
Ghraib, warranted neither indi¬ 
vidual nor collective response 
from the Bush cabal and the Re¬ 
publicans in Congress. 

Those Republicans were, how¬ 
ever, highly vocal, visibly emo¬ 
tional and deeply concerned over 
the possible death of one brain¬ 
damaged American woman, Terri 
Schiavo. So much so that they 
convened a special meeting in 
Congress to propose a bill to keep 
Schiavo on life-support indefi¬ 
nitely. Senate Majority Leader Bill 
Frist, a physician, spoke passion¬ 
ately about Schiavo, as did embat¬ 
tled (and soon-to-be-indicted) 
Sen. Tom DeLay. They spoke 
about the horror of Terri being al¬ 
lowed to die, all televised live on 
CNN and in interruptions to reg¬ 
ular programming nationwide 
and re-capped on the evening 
news. 

But there were no special 
meetings about the 24 murders — 
the Pentagon ruled the deaths 
homicides — of Iraqis in deten¬ 
tion that came to light the same 
week. Nor were there any televised 
press conferences about the reve¬ 
lation of America’s “rendering” 
suspected terrorists to nations that 
allow torture, another revelation 
of the week. 

On March 19, instead of focus¬ 
ing on the two-year anniversary of 
the war, TV news was focused on 
Schiavo, who has been the subject 
of a pitched battle between her 
husband and parents for nearly 15 
years since her heart stopped, her 
brain was deprived of oxygen, and 
doctors declared her to be in a 
persistent vegetative state, kept 
alive only by life-support. Her 
husband has asserted for years 
that his wife did not want to be 
kept alive by artificial means (she 
has been on a feeding tube and 
hydration machine as well as oc¬ 
casional ventilator treatments 




Lavender Tube 


Michael Schiavo's torment on TV. 

over the years). The courts have 
consistently ruled in Michael 
Schiavo’s favor, and her parents 
have just as consistently filed new 
lawsuits to try and overturn those 
rulings. On March 18, Republi¬ 
cans in Congress attempted but 
failed to block the ruling 
that removed the 
feeding tube from 
Terri Schiavo on 
March 19. 

The Schiavo case 
has been the subject 
of numerous Night- 
line, Dateline 
and Prime 

_ Time episodes, 

and has fueled 
debates on network news and 
tabloid TV. Michael Schiavo was 
grilled again last week on Night- 
line, and was the picture of a man 
in torment over the state his wife 
is in and his inability to save her 
from outsiders determined to ig¬ 
nore her wishes and his rights as 
her husband. 

The case of Terri Schiavo is 
compelling for queers not only 
because of the right-to-die issue, 
but because Michael Schiavo has 
been placed in the same position 
queers so often find themselves in, 
battling with parents of a 
lover/spouse. In the landmark 
case of Sharon Kowalski, a lesbian 
who was severely brain-damaged 
in a car accident, her partner 
Karen Thompson fought for years 
to take care of her. Schiavo has 
been doing the same. 

On ABC on March 18, the na¬ 
tion’s premier medical ethicist, Dr. 
Arthur Kaplan of the University of 
Pennsylvania, declared the Repub¬ 
lican efforts in Congress to be 
transgressive, breaking all the cur¬ 
rent rules on who dictates medical 
decisions for a spouse. Kaplan ex¬ 
plained, “For more than 25 years, 
it has been a spouse, not a sister or 
a cousin or a parent or some 
stranger, who makes the decision 
about medical care for a spouse. 
To go against that legal reality is 
simply unethical.” 

For those wondering why 
queer marriage is such an issue, 
they would do well to look to the 
Schiavo case. 

While videotape can expose 
the bad guys on TV, it also has its 
perils. There are few Americans 
who have not seen the video of 
Terri Schiavo that her parents have 
taken; it has been broadcast re¬ 
peatedly. That videotape has fu¬ 
eled the controversy over Schiavo’s 
treatment. Her parents insist she 
can speak, laugh, cry, and follow a 
balloon with her eyes. But doctors 
say these are involuntary move¬ 
ments and sounds, that Schiavo’s 
cortex is dead; she is actually to¬ 
tally unresponsive, even to pain. 

But that videotape begs the 
question. It makes it look as if she 
is very much alive and simply, as 
one person attending a vigil for 


Schiavo noted on the NBC 
evening news March 18, “a dis¬ 
abled American.” 

We cannot help but wonder 
where are the vigils and the moral 
outrage for the more than 10,000 
Americans made permanently dis¬ 
abled by the war on Iraq, 60% of 
whom have sustained brain in¬ 
juries. Or why there were no vigils 
when NBC aired a piece March 12 
(intentionally buried in the Satur¬ 
day newscast?) that American sol¬ 
diers in Iraq have not been 
equipped with tourniquets (at a 
cost of a mere $20 per soldier), the 
single most important life-saving 
aid for any soldier. As one doctor 
noted succinctly on the newscast, 
a soldier can bleed to death within 
five minutes without a tourniquet, 
but can be kept alive for hours (in 
time to be treated) with one. 

Let’s not forget, in the face of 
all the news about Terri Schiavo 
and the corresponding lack of 
news on the anniversary in Iraq, 
that pro-life means caring about 
all lives, not just the ones that play 
to political and constituent sym¬ 
pathies. 

Cave dwellers 

We were surprised that ABC 
caved in to Fox in last week’s 
episode of Boston Legal, which ad¬ 
dressed the banning of Fox News 
from a high school because, in the 
words of the principal (played by 
Chi McBride from David Kelley’s 
last show, Boston Public), the 
newscasts were “neither fair nor 
balanced” (Fox’s copyrighted line 
about their news) and amounted 
to hate speech. 

Initially, Fox was noted in the 
script, but ABC decided it needed 
to come out. We aren’t sure why, 
but the judge ultimately found in 
favor of the First Amendment, 
thus Fox was allowed to be aired 
at the school. Nevertheless, it was 
an interesting gambit, as Kelley 
continues to find ways to slam the 
right in this very edgy, always en¬ 
tertaining show. Can we note yet 
again that William Shatner and 
James Spader make a superb cou¬ 
ple? 

Speaking of superb couplings, 
we are with Alex on The OC: Ryan 
needs to keep his hands off Maris- 
sa. Since Bianca and Maggie left 
for Paris on All My Children, we 
can only get our network lesbian 
soap fix from Alex and Marissa. So 
Ryan: hands off! 

That’s what Ryan Seacrest had 
to say to Jason Seacrest, gay porn 
star, when his namesake did a 
takeoff (literally) on American Idol 
called American Porn Star. As re¬ 
ported on Celebrity Justice last 
week (are we addicted to that 
show, or what?), Ryan Seacrest 
took Jason Seacrest to court to 
preserve the integrity of the Amer¬ 
ican Idol franchise and his own 
good name. The court ruled the 
porn film needed to be re-shot to 
make it look less like Ryan 
Seacrest on the American Idol set. 

Hmm. Maybe Ryan should take 
Jay Leno, Jimmy Kimmel and oth¬ 
ers to court for constantly queer¬ 
baiting him. We don’t think Jason 
Seacrest is the real problem here. 

Of course, CJ is where we go 
for all the best dish on the stars in 
trouble. We loved seeing Richard 
Hatch giving his defense against 
being a tax cheat there last week. 
And CJ has all the best dish on the 
Jackson trial. It’s a must-see. 

Here’s what we want to know 
about the Robert Blake trial. Was 
it just that the jury thought Bon¬ 
nie Lee Bakely was despicable and 
thus deserved to die, did they 
think all the hitmen were day 
players, or did they really think the 


prosecution hadn’t made its case 
against Blake? 

Speaking of Blind Justice, as 
much as we miss NYPD Blue, we 
think BJ is a very good show, and 
we like the concept of a disabled 
person as the focus of a major net¬ 
work drama. We also like that 
Nate’s in a wheelchair on the ex¬ 
ceptionally funny Committed, 
which we originally only tuned 
into to watch Mrs. Melissa 
Etheridge, Tammy Lynn Michaels, 
every week. But Committed is well 
worth a look. 



John Stamos in Jake in Progress 

Speaking of midseason shows, 
we were prepared to dislike ABC’s 
Jake in Progress, starring the 
hunky John Stamos and the hilar¬ 
ious Wendy Malick ( Just Shoot 
Me), as just another het-fest, but 
it’s surprisingly good and edgy. 
We liked that the second episode 
featured a version of the queer-eye 
guys and turned the topic of out¬ 
ing on its head by making one of 
the boys a closeted straight. Inter¬ 
esting. And very funny. Rick Hoff¬ 
man ( Philly ) is tremendous. 
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A family affair 

Duane Cramer's good look back at family photographs 



by Jim Nawrocki 


|P||| hotographer Duane Cramer 
is well-known for his por¬ 
traiture. His subjects have 
included luminaries such as Jessye 
Norman, Brooke Shields and for¬ 
mer San Francisco Mayor Willie 
Brown. He has also produced dis¬ 
tinguished studies of the male and 
female nude. His work has graced 
the pages of such publications as 
Harper’s Bazaar, Blue and Out, 
and is included in public and pri¬ 
vate collections around the world. 
But Cramer’s most recent exhibit, 
on display at San Francisco Inter¬ 
national Airport until the end of 
April, is not so much a display of 
his photographic mastery as it is a 
highly personal collective portrait 
of his family’s rich history. 

Family Focus: A Look at Fashion 
Through Historic Family Pho¬ 
tographs is an exhibit made up of 
portraits from Cramer’s personal 
collection spanning five genera¬ 
tions of his family’s life in the 
United States. The photographs, 
nearly all of them taken in the 
cities of Houston, Nagodoches 
and Belleville, Texas, span a period 
from the 1890s to the present. 

Although the photographs in 
the exhibit are displayed with the 
intention of highlighting the role 
of clothing and fashion in commu¬ 
nicating personal identity, there is a 
startling intimacy to the images 
that captures the viewer’s attention 
in a way that seems to transcend 
the particulars of time, place and 
fashion. In one early photograph of 
two female relatives, for example, 
the two young subjects lean into 
each other as one gazes intently at 
the viewer and the other stares off 
dreamily. It’s an image that, despite 


its obvious period detail, seems 
purely rooted in the present. 

In a recent conversation about 
this collection of family portraits, 
Cramer pointed out that he real¬ 
ized he wanted to highlight the 
fashion in the photographs only 
after he had already begun the 
work of arranging them for the 
exhibit. “I started to see that cer¬ 
tain fashions or styles of dress 
come back over time,” he noted. 
“Fashion is about nonverbal com¬ 
munication, which is very com¬ 
patible with still photography. It is 
a moment in time that can cap¬ 


ture and accent gender, class, so¬ 
cial status, authority and pride.” 

The one photograph in the ex¬ 
hibition that Cramer actually took 
himself is a recent portrait of his 
young nephew, Drake Joseph, and 
an equally young Charles Phillips. 
It’s an image that represents the 
fifth generation of Cramer’s fam¬ 
ily born in the US. Most of the ex¬ 
hibit’s photographs depict much 
earlier eras. “There are very few 
images that seem to exist of 
African American men, women 
and children from [these eras],” 
said Cramer. “They either simply 
do not exist, or they are rarely 
published or seen in our history 
books. This is one of the reasons I 
believe it is important to bring 
them to life for the world to view.” 

Against invisibility 

Cramer noted that, historical¬ 
ly, images of the early African 
American experience have been 
subject to a kind of “relative invis¬ 
ibility. In some respects, I believe 
my family was exceptional in 
terms of the general historical 
record,” he said. “There were 
towns in America, and commer¬ 
cial districts, with black business¬ 
es and successful, accomplished 
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A friend with Joe Cramer, Sr., circa 1915, in Houston, Texas. 


[black] people. It’s just that the 
historical records, over time, have 
omitted black images and accom¬ 
plishments. There’s a need to 
bring black people and other im¬ 
ages of people of color forward in 
a natural and authentic way.” 

Cramer’s family has been very 
supportive of this project, but it 
has been, in many ways, a difficult 
and very personal project. “This 
was not an easy project. Much 
work and resources have gone 
into it, and it’s ongoing. It is in¬ 
tensely personal, and it helps me 
answer the question, Who am I? I 
had many emotional moments 
when I came across images of my 
father, who died of AIDS-related 
complications 20 years ago.” 

He has drawn inspiration, both 
artistic and personal, from his fa¬ 
ther, who was a professor and a 
strong supporter of the arts, and 
from other accomplished family 
members. These include his uncle 
Edsel Cramer, a painter and sculp¬ 
tor; and Mary L. Jackson-Fears, a 
writer who has published books 
about African American history. 

Cramer’s collection of family 


photographs is nothing short of 
remarkable in its scope and qual¬ 
ity. Family members bequeathed 
or donated the photos to him over 
the years and also provided docu¬ 
mentation and verbal descriptions 
of many of the pictures. Collect¬ 
ing family photographs and hear¬ 
ing the stories about the people in 
them, Cramer has learned a lot 
about his family, including stories 
about mixed-race and some same- 
sex relationships, but these rela¬ 
tionships were not necessarily la¬ 
beled in terms that we would use 
today. They were, he says, “ac¬ 
knowledged, respected and ac¬ 
cepted, and that is the way it was. 
Family members were, and are, 
loved and accepted. The rule with¬ 
in the family seems to be live and 
let live, and as far as I can tell, all 
members of my family are loved 
and respected.” T 


Duane Cramer’s exhibit Family 
Focus is on display at the San 
Francisco International Airport 
through April. Info at 
www.duanecramer.com. 
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Better late than never 

Takacs Quartet tackles Beethoven's last quartets 


by Tim Pfaff 


I roust called “Beethoven’s 
last quartets” (along with 
the music of Franck and 
Faure) his “principal spiritual 
nourishment,” and on several oc¬ 
casions in 1916 had musicians 
brought to and from his home by 
taxi to play them for him. Wel¬ 
come (and rare) as they are in 
concert, the late Beethoven quar¬ 
tets are even better private music, 
which may account for the 
largesse of superlative recordings 
they have spawned. 

Over the years, I’ve been 
promiscuous about my first- 
choice recording of them (if al¬ 
ways happy to come back to the 
Hollywood Quartet’s). As could be 
anticipated from the Takacs Quar¬ 
tet’s many-times prize-winning 
sets of the early and middle quar¬ 
tets, its new three-CD set of “The 
Lates,” including Op. 95, for Decca 
is as good as any other in the cat¬ 
alogue. Besides, the Takacs has the 
edge as the first quartet to play 
these works, often considered the 
pinnacles of Western classical 
music, from the new Henle criti¬ 
cal edition, which corrects impor¬ 
tant (and audible) errors in previ¬ 
ous editions of the scores. That — 
but more, the Takacs’ bracing mu¬ 
sicianship throughout — makes 
this the first set I will reach for 
when it’s music’s heights I’m after. 

Locally, the thrill of this release 
was nearly eclipsed by the almost 
simultaneous announcement that 
the Quartet — violinists Edward 
Dusinberre and Karoly Schranz, 
violist Roger Tapping, and cellist 
Andras Fejer — has lured San 
Francisco Symphony principal vi¬ 
olist Geraldine Walther to take 
Tapping’s place in the 30-year-old 
group. Much as she’ll be missed, 
she’s going to a better place. 

Ambient 

sounds 

by Jason Victor Serinus 


Sumiglia - Savina Yannatou (ECM) 

A t first she sounds like a 
Greek Enya. The voice is ex¬ 
ceptionally soulful and 
sweet on high, complete with the 
breathy aura favored by many 
contemporary female vocalists. 
But then Savina Yannatou’s highly 
idiosyncratic personality begins to 
assert itself. When she sings lower 
in the range, Yannatou’s longing 
can assume the edgy, plaintive 
timbre of Edith Piaf’s. On a Greek 
song from South Italy, she sounds 
aged and cracked, virtually whis¬ 
pering the words. Whatever the 
emotions, including some that are 
high-spirited, Savina Yannatou’s 
reaction is unique. 

The expressiveness of the ac¬ 
companying violin on the open¬ 
ing Greek wedding song is also ex¬ 
ceptional, with song introductions 
and accompaniment by the six- 
person Primavera en Salonico 
band becoming more vital as Yan¬ 
natou ventures from Greece to Al¬ 
bania, Palestine, Arminia, Corsica, 
Bulgaria and the Ukraine. The 
musicians display remarkable ver¬ 
satility on accordion, tamboura, 
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While many of the Takacs’ 
competitors have taken the atti¬ 
tude that the late quartets move to 
a realm that’s beyond mere mor¬ 
tal music (and perform them with 
their wired-on haloes wagging), 
the Takacs digs into this supreme¬ 
ly challenging music with its char¬ 
acteristic aplomb, acuity and rel¬ 
ish. A cliche (of commentators, 
not musicians) about these pieces 
is that they are the work of a com¬ 
poser who no longer took into ac¬ 
count the physical limitations of 
either instruments or the people 
who play them. The Takacs avoids 
the twin pitfalls of making them 
sound either hard or easy, and 


simply demonstrates instead what 
essentially, if profoundly, human 
music this is. 

The musicians consistently get 
the full measure of expression out 
of the lofty passages that are 
among the most famous passages, 
without ever faking an ecstasy. As 
or more important, they miss none 
of Beethoven’s wit, much of which 
flies past at flashing, confounding 
tempos. The quartet’s tone is rich 
and wondrously energized — even 
the most tranquil passages have a 
pulse — without ever sounding 
overwrought, an occupational haz¬ 
ard with these pieces. 

The Takacs musicians have ab¬ 
sorbed one of the central tenets of 
historically informed performers, 
namely, that vibrato is an expressive 
effect to be applied in varying de¬ 
grees to specific ends, not to be laid 
on as a constant in the string tone. 

Their measure of the emotion¬ 
al weight of the pieces is shrewd to 
the point of cunning. When the 
utmost seriousness is called for — 
as in the “Holy Song of Thanks¬ 


giving from a Convalescent to the 
Deity,” the composer’s deeply felt 
gratitude for the end of a period of 
acute intestinal infection (a move¬ 
ment one grasps in a more imme¬ 
diate way after a few years in Asia) 

— it’s delivered undiluted but 
without sentimentality. But it’s the 
Vivace and Presto movements, and 
their subito (sudden, unexpected) 
cousins that pop up throughout 
these marvelous works, that find 
the Takacs in peak form. They gasp 
for their reasons (you can hear it), 
you gasp for yours. 

Hard crush 

You feel it most in Op. 131, the 
seven-movement quartet that is 
the only one meant to be played 
without pause between move¬ 
ments. The sheer profligacy of 
Beethoven’s ideas here (the second 
to the last of the quartets) — the 
rasp of slow against fast, the crush 
of cross-rhythms, the motifs pil¬ 
ing up with prodigal abundance 

— elicits a performance of unre¬ 
lenting brio yet complete integra¬ 


tion from the Takacs. 

The Grosse Fuge, Op. 133 
(Beethoven’s original final move¬ 
ment for Op. 130, which his pub¬ 
lisher finally convinced him to re¬ 
place with the more listener- 
friendly Finale: Allegro) appears 
on CD 3 in the position Beethoven 
originally intended it, followed by 
the “new” Finale, giving listeners 
an easy choice or the opportunity 
to compare. The Takacs gives it the 
most unbridled yet disciplined 
performance I know, an orgy of 
string playing that brings the 
shocking modernity of the music 
forcefully to the fore. 

Despite the magisterial bril¬ 
liance of their performance of it, 
it’s hard not to believe that their 
personal preference is for the 
lighter Finale. The untrammeled 
exuberance with which they 
throw off the whirlwind of Op. 
135, Beethoven’s last completed 
work, leaves little doubt that it is 
the grinning, sharp-witted 
Beethoven to whom they pledge 
final allegiance. T 
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Stalk circle 

Bernal smolders in 'Dot the Y 


by David Lamble 


M- film that begins with a kiss 
by Mexican sensation Gael 
4 Garcia Bernal in his first 
English-speaking role brings with 
it the dilemma of impossible ex¬ 
pectations. For a while, Dot the i 
(the title never quite makes sense, 
but that’s a minor quibble) looks 
like it will deliver the goods. Gael’s 
character Kit, a struggling young 
actor from Brazil, kisses Carmen 
(Natalia Verbeke) in a crowded 
London restaurant on the eve of 
her marriage to a wealthy if emo¬ 
tionally constipated young nob 
named Barnaby (James D’Arcy). 




As one would expect after a lip- 
lock from Gael, Carmen loses her 
bearings and wonders if she’s 
doing the right thing. Barnaby (the 
name has never really recovered 
from the blow dealt it by Melville) 
comes across as too much of a 
wuss for anyone to marry who 
wasn’t desperate for a green card. 

From the devious young man 
who trains fighting dogs for money 
to steal his brother’s wife in Amores 
Perros, to the village priest who 
corrupts a young woman in The 
Crime of Father Amaro, to the tan¬ 
gled web of pederasty, blackmail 
and murder in Bad Education, Gael 
has specialized in characters whom 
we forgive because they constantly 
remind us how much fun all the 
good sins are when executed with 
abandon. Dot the i writer/director 
Matthew Parkhill admits that the 
impulse to cast Gael as Kip came 
from seeing his incendiary feature 
debut in Amores Perros, where he 
sweats and reddens at the prospect 
of sex with his brother’s wife, 
where his eyes blaze when he stabs 
the bastard who shoots his dog. It’s 
not that Gael can’t play a good per¬ 
son, it’s just that he shouldn’t be 
saddled with portraying a passive 
bloke. It’s fine for him to speak 
English (especially with just the 
trace of a Scottish accent), but not 


D.E.B.S. 

M Arts cover 

budget feature version. The deal 
came with this proviso: give us a 
love story capable of holding 90 
minutes of screentime without vi¬ 
olating the movie industry’s 
taboos for a PG-13 mall flick. This 
was a challenge that Robinson re¬ 
alized she had been raised to meet. 

“My babysitter was a total 
slacker, so she used to just drop 
me off at the mall after school, 
and I’d go see movies over and 
over again. Somewhere between 
Clash of the Titans and Love at 
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Gael Garcia Bernal plays a struggling young actor from Brazil in London in the new thriller Dot the /'. 


be English. 

Despite a pranky romp 
through a snotty hotel and one 
good bed scene (with above-the- 
waist Gael nudity), Carmen and 
Kip never really get down and 
dirty. We gradually realize that 
Carmen is being pursued by a 
video stalker, a conceit that kid¬ 
naps the film and squeezes the life 
out of it. Parkhill seems to be aim¬ 
ing for a sex, lies and videotape- like 
fable where a trio of characters are 
trapped in a web of illusion fueled 
by both technology and their per¬ 


sonal flaws. But instead of cathar¬ 
sis, the meltdown that occurs 
when Parkhill reveals his twist 
stops the movie in its tracks. The 
second, coda-like movie that en¬ 
sues ties up all the ends, but never 
registers emotionally. 

Everybody seems to be holding 
back. D’Arcy’s performance espe¬ 
cially suffers from the Jekyll and 
Hyde syndrome that results from 
an actor under- and overemoting 
in the same film. Verbeke gives a 
good account of herself as a 
woman with a tragic past, now 


frozen in indecision. The Flamen¬ 
co scene that she serviceably per¬ 
forms seems a little tacked on, to 
provide an exotic touch. Even 
Gael seems a bit lost at times, as if 
the language change were inhibit¬ 
ing his normally surefire instincts 
on how to max out a scene. Dot 
the i is okay, but when your lead 
combines the look of a Goya 
painting, the sensuality of a young 
Ramon Novarro, and the comic 
skills and romantic potential of a 
Cary Grant, just okay is a big let¬ 
down. Opens Friday. ▼ 



First Bite, I became a film-lover.” 

Robinson grew up in a family 
she describes as the only “Democ¬ 
rats on the hill,” in Palos Verdes, 
an insanely rich community that 
my Rand McNally Road Atlas de¬ 
picts as one huge golf course 45 
minutes south of LA. The town’s 
pristine beaches and McMansions 
comprise the Orange County ex¬ 
teriors for Fox’s The O.C. At an 
early age, Robinson learned the 
cinema boundaries between 
camp, satire and plain old way- 
over-the-top. A little girl who can 
segue between the boundless ab¬ 
surdity of Laurence Olivier and 
Maggie Smith in togas (trapped in 
a movie so bad that Video Hounds 
critic describes them as “in need 
of enemas as they lurch about Mt. 
Olympus”) and the sight of 
George Hamilton sporting a per¬ 
fect tan in a career-saving vampire 
spoof is ripe to give us a sexy but 
not too sexy action-caper-ro- 
mance set in a sorority house 
packed full of lesbian kick-ass spy- 
chasers. The odd beauty of 
D.E.B.S. is its ability to channel a 
kind of Hayley Mills-like inno¬ 
cence into characters straight out 
of the wacky, late-’60s James Bond 
TV spoof Get Smart. There are 
moments when you almost expect 
Amy, Lucy or their saucy sidekicks 
to start a sentence with, “Would 
you believe... ?” 

Robinson, relaxing in a luxury 
suite at a San Francisco waterfront 
hotel, explains the secret that al¬ 
lowed her to turn short into fea¬ 
ture. “I was excited when I finally 
hit on this wrong-side-of-the- 
tracks idea of the hero falling in 
love with the villain, then working 
backwards to how they met and 
what happened when they were 
discovered. The short’s a little 
broader than the feature, but I 
thought we needed to kind of 
bring the tone down a little, be¬ 
cause I really wanted people to in¬ 
vest in the characters, for them to 
have a reality but still keep the far¬ 
cical nature of the universe they’re 
running around in.” 

Robinson admits that with 
D.E.B.S., she was trying to provide 


a whiff of first-love nostalgia that 
avoids total suds with a bratty 
stream of adolescent humor. 

“The film’s very earnest in a lot 
of places, and has this kind of in¬ 
credible sweetness to it, and then I 
undercut it with the comedy so 
that you alternate between a real¬ 
ly sweet moment and then a joke. 
I was really trying to capture the 
wistful time in your life when you 
meet somebody who sends you 
spinning totally for a loop. I was 
paying homage to a lot of teen 
movies that I grew up with, trying 
to capture that innocence.” 

A hot sex scene was shot with 
Amy and Lucy, but it ultimately 
was cut to preserve the movie’s 
PG-13 rating —- a first, she be¬ 
lieves, for a queer-themed feature. 
Negotiations are underway to get 
the sex scene back for the DVD 
version of D.E.B.S. 

A tab of boy-power adds fizz to 
D.E.B.S. in the person of new¬ 
comer Jimmy Simpson, who plays 
Lucy Diamond’s right-hand man. 
Robinson says that Simpson, who 
has the nerdy, post-punk charm 
and puckish humor of Pansy Di¬ 
vision founder and lead singer Jon 
Ginoli, was one of those lucky 
casting breaks who takes the 
movie up a notch in comic energy 
and genre credibility. “Jimmy 
Simpson is so brilliant, and he 


brought so much to what’s nor¬ 
mally just the sidekick character. 
He actually managed to bring this 
depth and comedy to a part which 
ends up being Lucy’s conscience, 
guiding her to pursue this rela¬ 
tionship when her natural incli¬ 
nation would be to cut and run.” 

Also boosting the sizzle of the 
love story is Amy’s sidekick Max. 

“Meagan Good is incredible, 
she’s such a bad ass! She really had 
a grounding to her character, 
’cause she’s kind of the antagonist 
of the piece. There needed to be 
some stakes to this universe, I did¬ 
n’t want it to be so campy that you 
didn’t care about the characters. 
Meagan had to be menacing in a 
way, but I thought she brought a 
lot of humanity to the role that 
could be like ‘the bitchy girl.’” 

D.E.B.S. opens Friday, so it’s up 
to its core audience to give it the 
opening-weekend box office 
numbers that will make possible 
the sequel Robinson’s already 
plotting in her head. Meanwhile, 
the Brown University/NYU film 
school grad, Spike Lee intern (on 
the controversial Summer of Sam) 
and first-season staff writer on 
The L Word is wrapping her first 
Disney studio commission, Her¬ 
bie: Fully Loaded, a women’s rac¬ 
ing-car flick shot under broiling 
desert temperatures. ▼ 
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Rules of order in summer camp 

Under'Order of the Poison Oak' with Brent 


by Gregg Shapiro 


I n The Order of the Poison Oak, 
Brent Hartinger’s sequel to the 
award-winning, gay-themed 
young adult novel Geography 
Club, the characters venture off 
campus, taking the reader along 
with them. Set during the summer 
after protagonist Russel Middle- 
brook’s high school coming out, 
the novel follows Russel and best 
friends Min and Gunnar to a 
summer camp where they will be 
working as counselors. While 
there, they will encounter new 
conflicts that eventually strength¬ 
en them. I spoke with Hartinger 
about his new novel and his pop¬ 
ular characters. 

Gregg Shapiro: In your acknowl¬ 
edgments, you thank Bret Tider- 
man, "whose memories of his own 
experiences as a summer camp 
counselor were so detailed that it 
almost felt as if I'd been a coun¬ 
selor, too." Since you weren't a 
camp counselor yourself, what 
made you want to write about it? 

Brent Hartinger: I wanted [the 
setting] to be an adult-free envi¬ 
ronment like Geography Club, and 
I knew I didn’t want it to be a high 
school campus, I wanted some¬ 
thing different. When I put those 
two things together, summer 
camp came sort of naturally. I 
knew what Russel wanted to deal 
with, which was “OK, what hap¬ 
pens next,” and I knew at that 


point he would be really sick of 
being the gay kid, he would want 
to get away. It was a way to wipe 
the slate clean, start all over and 
introduce new characters. 

My attitude toward sequels is 
people think they want to know 
what’s going to happen next in the 
same story, but when they read a 
sequel that’s basically a continua¬ 
tion of the same story, they’re in¬ 
evitably disappointed, because 
that story, if it was told well, is 
over. I wanted to tell a whole new 
story, and I felt like to do that I 
needed a whole new setting and 
some new characters. 

I met Bret at my third reading 
for Geography Club. He was 21, 
still in college. I mentioned sum¬ 
mer camp and he said, “I was a 
counselor for six years. I loved it, 
and it changed my life.” I thought 
I had a handle on summer camp 
because I was already writing the 
book, yet he was able to give me 
great details, like “camp stew,” 
which is when the cook takes all 
the leftovers from the week and 
mixes it together. If you can eat it, 
you get a prize. 

Russel, Min and Gunnar don't get 
jobs as counselors at any old sum¬ 
mer camp. At Camp Serenity, the 
first campers of the season are 
burn survivors. 

I wanted the central conceit of 
the book to be about another club 
that you wouldn’t think you’d 
want to join. I heard a radio pro¬ 
gram where they were interview¬ 


ing a burn survivor, and I was 
struck by how I totally got what he 
was talking about. Because of the 
gay thing, I related to everything 
he was saying. It’s one way to give 
straight people another way to 
look at the issue of being gay, 
Maybe look at it from a slightly 
different point of view, and maybe 
also help gay people look at the 
issue from a different point of 
view. 

One of the campers figures out 
how Russel qualifies to be a mem¬ 
ber of the Order of the Poison Oak 
without being a burn survivor; he 
is gay. Do you think children are 
more perceptive than maybe some 
people give them credit for being? 

I think some are; as gay kids, a 
lot of us probably were. I think a 
burn survivor would have that 
sort of sensitivity, too. The reason 
the character of Russel resonated 
with so many gay kids was that 
he’s constantly playing the angles, 
looking around and gauging the 
safety of the situation, and com¬ 
paring his popularity to other 
people. I think that’s a character¬ 
istic of a lot of gay people, and of 
burn survivors. 

There was a slightly more erotic 
edge to this book, from the de¬ 
scriptions of Web to some of the 
physical activities between Russel 
and Web. 

With Geography Club, I heard 
from a lot of straight people’s par¬ 
ents, “Oh my god, it’s going to 


Hartinger 

make people uncomfortable, it’s 
so explicit, so raw in its sexuality.” 
I heard from gay people, “It’s so 
squeaky clean.” So it’s all your 
point of view. 

The second book is a little bit 
about developing sexuality and 
what it means to be tempted. It 
gave me a chance to explore Rus¬ 
sel’s maturity. I also thought, when 
I set it at a summer camp, I had to 
have them skinny-dipping. Sum¬ 
mer camp is, for a lot of gay kids, 
for a lot of kids period, a more sex¬ 
ual place. It also gave me an op¬ 
portunity to deal with the issue of 
safer sex, which I think every gay 
teenager who is sexually active has 
to deal with, and it’s a really com¬ 
plicated issue these days. 

Do you have an infinite number of 
stories to tell with Russel as the 
protagonist? 

Absolutely, I really do. I’m a big 
believer that the coming out story 
is over, the story of the gay teenag¬ 
er realizing he is gay and dealing 
with that has been done to death, 
and the next wave of gay teen lit¬ 
erature is going to be gay teen 
books where the kids just happen 
to be gay. That’s not the central 
struggle of the book, its not about 
them being gay, it’s about other 
things. In Poison Oak, their being 
gay informs the story, it’s an im¬ 
portant part of the story, but it’s 
not the story. Now that I look at 
those stories like that, I’ve got an 
endless possibility of stories to 
write. 



'I've got endless stories to write.' 


Do you envision following this 
character into adulthood? 

Probably not. If I did continue, 
it would be like The Simpsons or 
Peanuts in that he would grow old, 
but very slowly. He would be 17 in 
the next book, and in the book 
after that, maybe he would turn 
18. 

You also write fantasy novels. Do 
you ever see the two worlds inter¬ 
secting, having a character in one 
of your young adult books reading 
one of the fantasy novels? 

I think that breaks the fourth 
wall a little bit and would not fit. I 
don’t want to be that nepotistic! I 
just think that would distract the 
reader, it would remind them that 
they’re reading a book. Although, 
in Poison Oak, when he tells the 
legend of Rainbow Crow, Russel 
says, “I read about that in a book 
on the American frontier.” He’s re¬ 
ally referring to my partner 
Michael Jensen’s book Firelands, 
which also includes that story. ▼ 


Ambient 

M page 37 

oud, guitar, double bass, violin, 
viola, percussion, qanun, kalimba 
and ney. 

The second track’s Galician 
melody features savage drum¬ 
ming, the intro to a traditional 
Moldavian song is strange and 
mystical, and the start of a tradi¬ 
tional South Italian number in¬ 
spires the band to go positively 
wild. Strangest of all is the Greek 
traditional lullaby that ends the 
disc, like no other lullaby I’ve ever 
heard. Though Yannatou has been 
recording for 25 years, her perfor¬ 
mances are as fresh as anything 
you will encounter. A cult follow¬ 
ing is guaranteed. 

My Secret Heart - Michael 
Whalen (Narada) 

If it’s romantic, ambient music 


you’re after, you’ll be hard-pressed 
to find a warmer, more accessible 
source than Michael Whalen’s lat¬ 
est disc. The man has spent years 
honing his ability to cut to the 
chase and grab you. His Emmy- 
awarded music has graced TV and 
film projects, and scores for HBO, 
National Geographic, and PBS. 
Perhaps he’s best known for his 
theme for ABC’s Good Morning 
America. 

My Secret Heart features 
Whalen playing 10 of his own 
compositions on Yamaha electron¬ 
ic piano. The melodies are simple, 
sweet, and unquestionably loving. 
They’re also very slow and relaxed, 
with lots of space and ambience 
between notes. Publicity proclaims 
the disc “a perfect accompaniment 
for quiet contemplation and relax¬ 
ation with the one you love.” It 
works just as well for a solo excur¬ 
sion or as background for dining 
or bodywork. T 




Fridays 
The best Djs 
spin the latest 
irt Latin, Hip-Pop 
& House music 


Free 

Before IGpm 
with Ad. 

21 + Over 
ID Required. 


AH NEW Bench artd Bar 
2121 Franklin St. # 21st. Street. 
Oakland, Ca 94612 (510)444-2266 
www.bench-and-bar.com 


Saturdays 
Cumbia, 
Banda, 
Nortena 
& Pop 

Mtdmptfi show 
wPk Bpeciai guest! 



check us out. 


play hart, play smart. 


LIGHTS OUT 


PARTY- 

Thursday 


starting atSpm 
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Out&About 



The musical version of Voltaire's Candide hits the stage as The Lamp¬ 
lighters take over the Herbst Theatre. See Saturday 


alendare 


by Mark Mardon 


From the Angels' milieu to the world music stage: Tuxedomoon 


Tuxedomoon over SF 

T hey came together from all parts of the globe to give back to 
San Francisco last Saturday night at Cafe Du Nord what the 
city gave them in the late 1970s: a cool NewWave vibe. They 
are Tuxedomoon, and though they were bom out of the electron¬ 
ic music lab of San Francisco City College some 27 years ago, and 
contributed to the queer Angels of Light scene, they now dwell con¬ 
tinents apart, with Steven Brown in Mexico, Peter Principle in New 
York, Blaine Reininger in Greece, and Dutch trumpet player Luc 
Van Lieshout (who joined the band in 1985) residing in Brussels. 
They’re currently on world tour for the release of Cabin in the Sky, 
a new CD that’s instantly a collector’s item in San Francisco, birth¬ 
place of the Angels of Light queer performance collective, where 
Steven Brown of Tuxedomoon played music with exquisite style. 

It was photographer and keeper of the flame of Harvey Milk’s 
spirit, Dan Nicoletta, who turned me on to the band’s music and his¬ 
tory, and alerted me to the rare concert, which had Cafe Du Nord 
packed tight with old fans and new. He’s an old intimate of Tuxedo- 
moon’s still sexy Steven Brown, who he got to know when he pho¬ 
tographed the Angels of Light back in the day. Brown is a multitasker 
on stage, handling the electronics, keyboard, sax, clarinet and lead 
vocals. For a man of a certain age, he looks every bit the rock star 
(think post-glam David Bowie), and has a powerful, haunting voice 
akin to Brendan Perry’s of Dead Can Dance, but more agile, nuanced 
and daring. At the Du Nord show, he’d rush from keyboards to sax, 
joining trumpeter Luc for fierce jazzy conversations as Blaine riffed 
on guitar or violin and Peter grounded the space with his sturdy 
stance and powerful bass guitar. The guys in this band show what 
happens with New Wave/No-Wave, gothic post-punk veterans 
who’ve kept up their musical chops and maintain their connections: 
they become solid, dependable acts — not necessarily what you’d ex¬ 
pect of a band connected to the flighty Angels of Light. 

They played songs off Cabin In The Sky, as well as earlier reper¬ 
toire, and I’m not sure if I’d call what they do jazz, but it has many 
jazzy elements, mixed with gnashing, psychedelic electronics so 
novel and deftly folded into the live mix that even jaded Bang-On 
A-Can new-music followers would be thrilled. It’s not pop, but it 
has pop appeal, and it’s certainly not hard-core punk, but it has a 
punkish cachet. When performance-art legend Winston Tong 
joined the band for an encore number, the seasoned crowd practi¬ 
cally swooned. This was everything the old-timers could hope for, 
and for a while, it was the 1970s and early ’80s all over again. ▼ 



Hop aboard the Easter bus with Heklina and Peaches Christ as 
Trannyshack heads up to Reno for rousing fun. See Saturday. 


F r i 25 . 

Francisco Ibanez-Carrasco @ 
A Different Light Bookstore 

Chilean-Canadian author Francisco Ibanez- 
Carrasco, Canada's reigning bad boy of lit, 
reads from Killing Me Softly: Morir Aman- 
do (Suspect Thoughts Press). Genre-blur¬ 
ring, gender-bending tales of love gone 
wrong, with rough trade, demented drag 
queens, mail order brides, illegal aliens, 
out-of-this-world shapeshifters, machos y 
maricones, gringos and grifters, homeless 
squeegee kids, people living with AIDS, the 
hideously burned, and the easily forgotten. 
Free. Fri., Mar. 25 at 7pm. 489 Castro St. 
Info: 415-431-0891; www.adlbooks.com 

DJ Spooky’s Rebirth of a 
Nation @ YBCA Theater 

As part of its ongoing exploration of art 
and politics, Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts presents the multimedia performance 
piece Rebirth of a Nation by Paul D. Miller 
aka DJ Spooky That Subliminal Kid. Re¬ 
birth of a Nation pulls images from D.W. 
Griffith's highly controversial 1915 silent 
film, The Birth of a Nation , an epic saga of 
the Civil War, and remixes them on three 
giant screens accompanied by a score writ¬ 
ten and performed by DJ Spooky. Created 
to inspire people to think about how myths 
are shaped by media such as television and 
film, the piece addresses Birth of Nation's 
technique and content. The film employed 
cinematic innovations for its time. Show- 
times: Fri. & Sat., Mar. 25 & 26 at 8pm. 
$32-$45 Regular/$24-$34 Members, Stu¬ 
dents, Teachers/$29-$41 Seniors. Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts Theater (700 
Howard Street @ 3rd. Tix/info: 415-978- 
ARTS (2787; www.ybca.org 

Philanthropy Mother 
@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

I Said Theatre presents Philanthropy Moth¬ 
er, an original play written and directed by 
Mike Tosca. When Harry enters the kitchen 
of his family's home one grey morning, he 
makes a shocking discovery in the refrigera¬ 
tor. Or does he? Philanthropy Mother is a 
dark comedy that deals with family rela¬ 
tionships, possible patricide, and food 
spoilage. The play wrestles with life's big 
questions: Is Harry's father dead? Has 
someone stuffed his body in the refrigera¬ 
tor? And, most importantly, has the milk 
gone bad? $12 pre-sale; $15 at door. 8:30 
pm on March 24, 25, 26. Theatre Rhino, 
2926 16th St. Info: 415-621-7809; 
www.isaidtheatre.org 

M0BU Dance Group 
@ Jon Sims Center 

M0BU Dance Group presents "Shizuku- 
drop," featuring live music by Jorge Bach¬ 
man and costume design by Kristine Pierce. 
$10-$15. 25 & 26 March @ 8pm. Jon 
Sims Center for the Arts (JSC) 1519 Mis¬ 
sion. Tel: 415.554.0402 ext. 2 #; 
www.jonsimsctr.org 

Strong Current Dance Co. 

@ 0DC Theater 

Kirstin E. Williams, Artistic Director of 
Strong Current Dance Company, presents 
Quiet Pressure, unveiling the nuanced si¬ 
lence surrounding the social expectations of 
women as mothers. The art and poetry of 
The Sisters Project is featured. An installa¬ 
tion, "Pieces of Mind," opens the show to 
move audience members through choreo¬ 


graphic images that interrogate the unspo¬ 
ken truths of war. City College of SF Hip 
Hop dancers respond to the social/spiritual 
ramifications of incarceration. The show 
closes with a ritualistic mosaic of choreo¬ 
graphic healing, "Bleeding Heart." $18 
adv; $20 door (N0TAFL0F). 8pm Mar. 24- 
26 & Mar. 31-Apr. 2. 0DC Theater, 3153 
17th St. (at Shotwell). Tix: 415-863-9834. 

Lillies @ Zeum Theater 

Theatre Rhino's in collaboration with the 
A.C.T. Conservatory Master of Fine Arts 
Program presents Marc Bouchard's Lilies, 
or The Revival of a Romantic Drama. In¬ 
mates of a Quebec prison re-enact the dev¬ 
astating tale of an impassioned love be¬ 
tween two young men at a Catholic boys' 
school in rural Canada in 1912. Starring 
A.C.T. core company member Gregory 
Wallace. Lilies plays in repertory with Fe¬ 
male Transport. 8pm Mar. 25, 27, 30, 31. 
April 2. 2pm Mar. 26 & Apr. 1. Show runs 
thru Apr. 1 at the Zeum Theater, Yerba 
Buena Gardens, 221 4th St.. Tix/info: 
A.C.T. Box Office, 415-749-2ACT. 

Lizz Roman & Dancers’ 
CellGround @ CellSpace 

Lizz Roman & Dancers present CellGround, 
a site-specific installation designed for the 
architecture of CellSpace. Featuring nine 
dancers and a live soundscore by Alex Kelly 
(cello) and Clyde Sheets (DJ). Roman turns 
the cavernous warehouse/theater into a 
multi-tiered dancers' playground as dancers 
utilize the rafters, beams, ramps, banisters, 
stairs, roof, walls, doorways, counters and 
ladders to explore the raw elements of the 
building's architecture. $20 gen'l adm. 8pm 
Thu.-Sat., March 24-26. CellSpace, 2050 
Bryant St. at 19th St. Tix: 415-269-1283. 

Miss Coco Peru Is 
Undaunted! @ NCTC 

The New Conservatory Theatre Center pre¬ 
sents the NCTC and San Francisco debut of 
the one-and-only Miss Coco Peru in her 
newest cabaret show, Miss Coco Peru is 
Undaunted! An intelligent, musical and 
witty drag autobiographic monologue with 
New York-style satire. $30 Thu.-Sun.; $25 
Wed. Runs thru April 3, Wed.-Sat. at 8pm 
and Sun. at 2pm. NCTC, 25 Van Ness Ave. 
(near Market). Tix: 415-861-8972; 
www.nctcsf.org 



Baila Conmigo 
@ Metronome Dance Center 

The Metronome Dance Center invites you to 
enjoy "Baila Conmigo: Queer Latin Dance 
Night." Held on the 4th Saturday of each 
month. 7pm Potluck/Food. 7:30-8:30pm 
Beginning Dance Lesson (Merengue in 
March). 8:30-ll:30pm Dancing to Salsa, 
Cha-Cha, Argentine Tango, Rumba, 
Merengue (& more!) music. 9:30pm Perfor¬ 
mances. $15 for Lesson & Dancing. $8 for 
Dancing only. Info: 415-252-9000; 
metronomedancecenter.com 

Veronica Klaus 
@ Michael’s Octavia Lounge 

Michael's Octavia Lounge, A Cabaret & 
Supper Club, presents Veronica Klaus every 
Saturday night at 11pm. Enjoying universal 
acclaim for her hit show FAMILY JEW¬ 
ELS—The Making of Veronica Klaus, the 
diva is in top form. Be among the select to 
see her in this intimate setting. Complimen¬ 


tary hors d'oeuvres & $3 well drinks includ¬ 
ing Cosmos from 5-9pm. Located at 1772 
Market St. at Octavia St. Info: 415-863- 
3516; www.octavialounge.com 

Candide — In Concert 
@ Herbst Theatre 

New for 2005: The Lamplighters introduce 
the "Gas Lamp Spring Operetta Series." 
Patrons get one more chance to hear those 
great Lamplighters voices and that unparal¬ 
leled orchestra as they present an operatic 
work from the world of Broadway or the 
classical stage in semi-staged, concert for¬ 
mat. The series debuts with the heralded 
Candide: In Concert, based upon the work of 
Voltaire with a brilliant musical score com¬ 
posed by Leonard Bernstein. Journey 
around the world alongside young Candide 
as he ultimately discovers the very meaning 
of life. $30. 8pm. Mar. 26 only. Herbst 
Theatre, 401 Van Ness Ave. Tix: 415-392- 
4400; sfwmpac.org/herbst/ht_index.html 

Trannyshack Reno Road-Trip 

Heklina in association with Peaches Christ 
presents the 8th annual Trannyshack Reno 
Road-Trip on Easter weekend, March 26- 
27. Join the antics as irreverent drag 
queens, drag kings, faux queens, and 
"other" mount a Trannyshack show in 
Reno, Nevada. The show is the focal point 
for an entire adventure. Peaches Christ is 
your tour guide/hostess on a round-trip bus 
journey complete with an on-board fashion 
show, video entertainment, live perfor¬ 
mance, lip-synch roulette and more. Enjoy 
cultural liberation at rest-stops and fast- 
food restaurants along the way. Return trip 
tradition dictates that prizes will be award¬ 
ed for best drag, most original, and drunk¬ 
est. The bus departs from SF at noon on 
Sat., Mar. 26. Bus passengers enjoy fab 
overnight accommodations at historic Colo¬ 
nial Motor Inn. The Trannyshack show hap¬ 
pens Sat. night at Reno's Ten99 Club. Bus 
passengers check-out on Sunday a.m. and 
head to Boomtown for Easter brunch and 
last-minute gambling. The busses then head 
back to SF for a Sunday evening arrival. 
$110 (includes round-trip coach bus fare; 
one night stay at the Colonial Motor Inn; 
and admission to the Trannyshack show at 
the Ten99 Club. Tix available at Retrofit 
Vintage Clothing, 910 Valencia St. at 20th. 
Cash and personal checks accepted. Info: 
www.peacheschrist.com 

Anarchist Book Fair 
@ Golden Gate Park 

Bound Together Anarchist Collective Book 
Store presents the tenth annual Bay Area 
Anarchist Book Fair, Featured speakers 
this year include Professor Ward Churchill, 
artist Eric Drooker, novelist Roxanne Dun- 
bar-Ortiz, co-editor of the 5th Estate Maga¬ 
zine Sunfrog, writer John Zerzan, musician 
and novelist Lynne Breedlove, author Chris 
Carlsson, writer and editor Barry Pateman 
and spoken word troop Entartete Kunst. In 
addition there will an art exhibit. The SF 
workers collective Arizmendi Bakery will be 
selling food and beverages at the Cafe. Free 
admission. Sat., Mar. 26,10am-6pm. SF 
County Fair Building, Golden Gate Park 
(near Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way). 

Info: 415-431-8355. 

69 Art 4 AIDS @ Center for 
Sex & Culture Gallery 

Opening reception: 69 Art 4 AIDS. Fixed 
price erotic art show, sale and live auction 
complete with door prizes, entertainment 
and refreshments, benefiting the San Fran¬ 
cisco AIDS Candlelight Vigil and the Asso¬ 
ciation Frangois-Xavier Bagnoud (FXB) as¬ 
sisting AIDS orphans internationally. $10- 
$25 requested donation. Artwork will be 
sold for a fixed price of $69 to introduce 
more folks into the world of art collecting; 
plus select items in a live auction. Sat., 

Mar. 26. 6-9pm Artists' reception; 9pm- 
Midnight Entertainment & Live Auction. 
Center For Sex & Culture Gallery, 398 
11th St. Info: 69Art4AIDS@Gotblow.org 

Annual Spring Bling Bling 
@ iCIub Papi! 

iCIub Papi presents its "Annual Spring 
Bling Bling", a Latino Go-Go Boy Explo¬ 
sion featuring 10 of the West Coast's 
hottest dancers: Giovanni and Boyz from 
LA. In the Main Room: DJs Marco & Carli- 
tos. Hip Hop Room: DJ Jorge Terez. 
Salsa/merengue room: DJ Chili D. CD give¬ 
aways. Beer & vodka drink specials all 
night. State-of-the-art sound/lights/lasers. 
Smoking patio w/food service. Plenty of 
free parking. $15 cover ($3 off b4 11pm 
w/flyer, ad, VIP card, web printout. 10pm- 
4am. 21+w/ID. Info: 415-675-9763; 
www.clubpapi.com;www.space550.com 

DRuNK & HoRNY 
@ Underground SF 

Jeff and Gary present the return of 
"DRuNK & HoRNY", now more DRuNKer 
& more HoRNIER than ever. Drunk DJ's: 
Big Red; Andre; Swingkidd. Drunk GO 
GO's: Jessie; Khalil; and Kieron. Midnight 
Beer Bong "Schlong" with the DRuNK & 
HoRNY Hotties. Live Drunk Murals with 
Horny Artist Mark Padilla. Intoxicated Vi¬ 
sual Projections by Ca-Ca-Ca-Cory. Stum¬ 
ble in early & beat the rush. This messy 
party is made possible with the help from 
Mark Padilla, Marvin Miller, Santiago, and 
drunk people like you. 4th Saturdays. All at 
the NeW GaYs-owned bar in the Lower 
Haight, Underground SF, 424 Haight 
Street (at Webster). 
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Ressurect yourself at Dolores Park with Sister Bearlesque, Sister Sindy Vine, The Easter Bunny, Sister Banana 
Nut Bread, and Novice Sister Peg Anne Love Holiday. Enter the "Hunky Jesus Contest" See Sunday. 


Indulgence in the Park 
@ Dolores Park 

Continuing their mission to promulgate Uni¬ 
versal Joy, the Sisters of Perpetual Indul¬ 
gence, Inc. present "Indulgence in the 
Park," an Easter picnic and celebration. 
This event brings together children, fami¬ 
lies, friends, artists, and community ac¬ 
tivists to celebrate the Sisters' 26th An¬ 
niversary and enjoy a day in Dolores Park. 
The event is free to the public. Vivacious 
stage performances by such celebs as Kitten 
on the Keys, Trauma Flintstone, and The 
Ethel Mermen Experience, plus one of the 
Sisters' favorite local bands, Polkacide, will 
be celebrating their 20th anniversary. East¬ 
er Bonnet Contest happens at 1pm. Partici¬ 
pants line up to parade across the stage in 
their Easter finest. At 3:15pm, this year's 
"Hunky Jesus" will be chosen. Winner of 
each contest receives $100 cash prize. The 
Sisters will be raising money for a whole 
year of grants awards. Says Sister Rox¬ 
anne Roles: "The Sisters just love to give as 
much as we get, and we dig it when you dig 
deeply. Contributing to our Grants fund 
makes your gift last all year long." "Indul¬ 
gence in the park happens Sun., Mar. 27, 
llam-4pm. Dolores Park (20h & Dolores). 
Free to the public. Info: www.thesisters.org 

Gregorian Chant for World 
Peace @ Golden Gate Park 

Gay men singing Medieval Gregorian Chant 
with organ and bells clad in Franciscan 
brown robes? Yes! In Golden Gate Park this 
Easter Sunday? Yes! High drama queens 
everywhere? Yes! Handsome young, brown- 
robed men assisting with the bells and in¬ 
cense? Yes yes! It's the "Gregorian Chant 
for World Peace," presented by the Fran¬ 
ciscan Brothers of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, featuring Early and Medieval Litur¬ 
gical Chant of the Old Latin Rite sung all in 
Latin with organ ffects and occasional.bells. 
The Introit, Kyrie, Gloria & Offertory are 
sung with incense; Glorias are sung with 
festival bells & incense. This rare musical 
event aims to inspire Peace, Brotherhood 
and Sisterhood in our world now starving 
for peace, love and liberation. Paul 
Bernardino, the event coordinator and 
music director, was active in the Gay Lib¬ 
eration Front in SF and Gay Sunshine pub¬ 
lishing collective in SF; he served on the 
Lesbian/Gay Parade Committee in the late 
1970s, and was in the original Act-Up in 
SF and in Queer Nation SF. PROGRAM: 
11am: Easter Sunday Abbey Bells and 
Sanctus bells with incense. Excerpts chant¬ 
ed from the Holy Week Liturgy. 1pm: Ex¬ 
cerpts from Easter Sunday Mass; World 
Peace Processional with bells. 3pm: Inter¬ 
mission & social. 3:15pm: Excerpts from 
Easter Solemn Vespers, Abbey bells. 4pm: 
Excerpts from Easter Solemn Mass repeat¬ 
ed for those arriving late, Abbey bells. 

Peace Processional, Te Deum, Misc. Chants 
& Hymns to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 5pm: 
End with Solemn Salve Regina & Abbey 
Bells. Recessional for World Peace & 
Brotherly Love. Free! All welcome! Golden 
Gate Park, Kennedy Drive, One and a half 
Blocks West of Stanyon St. In front of the 
glass Conservatory of Flowers, the historic 
white/glass domed greenhouse, inside Ro¬ 
manesque archway on the Green. Bring 
your picnic or sack lunch and meet others 
who love the glorious Old Latin Rite & Gre¬ 
gorian Chant. Anyone arriving in Medieval 
or Renaissance Easter bonnet drag gets a 
special kiss from the Easter Bunny. 

Meditation for World Peace 
@ Saraha Buddhist Center 

Sunday: "Buddhist Meditation and Prayers 
for World Peace" with Kadam Lucy James 
and senior students. Start the week off right 
by cultivating a more peaceful, happy mind. 
Short inspirational talk, guided meditation, 
and discussion with snack. Saraha Buddhist 
Center is a Mahayana Buddhist group with 
a temple in the Mission. Meditation at 10 
am. $5. Saraha Buddhist Temple, 3324 
17th St. Info: 415-503-1187; www.medita- 
tioninsanfrancisco.org 


Easter Sunday @ MCC-SF 

Don your Easter bonnet and join Rev. Dr. 

G. Penny Nixon, Rev. Karen Foster and 
friends as MCC San Francisco celebrates 
"Resurrection: Sacred Defiance." Easter 
Celebration at 11am.. Communion at 9am, 
11am, & 7pm. Music line-up: "God Has Set 
This Table" (9am & 11am only), a Mass 
Setting with words & music by Eric Cole; 
arranged by Bruce Purdy; commissioned for 
Easter, 2005 by MCC San Francisco. Debut 
performance by the MCC SF Choir & Con¬ 
gregation under the direction of Wendell 
Frey and Stephanie Smith. "I Will Sing 
With The Spirit" (9am & 11am only), a 
Choral Anthem, words & music by John 
Rutter. "Raised in the Spirit" (7pm only), a 
Choral Anthem, words & music by Bruce 
Purdy, commissioned for Easter, 2005 by 
MCC-SF; debut performance by the MCC 
San Francisco Choir. "I Ain't Afraid" (7pm 
only), a Choral Anthem, words & music by 
Holly Near; arranged by Steven Milloy. 
MCC-SF serves an open communion: "You 
do not need to be a member of the MCC 
community, any synagogue, mosque or 
sangha to share in God's gifts from God's 
table." 150 Eureka St. Info: 863-4434; 
www.mccsf.org 

AIRspace @ Jon Sims Center 

AIRspace Informal Showing featuring Voic¬ 
es of Rhythm, RAWdance, and Kathryn 
Matzen. $10-$15. Mar. 27 at 6pm. Jon 
Sims Center for the Arts (JSC), 1519 Mis¬ 
sion. Tel: 415.554.0402 ext. 2 #; 
www.jonsimsctr.org 


Betsy Salkind @ Berkeley 
Rep School of Theater 

Staged Reading: The Gray Badge of 
Courage vs. Eli Lilly by Betsy Salkind. Dis¬ 
cussion to follow, moderated by Gary 
Graves. Depression and the makers of 
Prozac battle for custody of Lucy Every- 
woman in the court of Judge Mental. Read¬ 
ers including Bridget Schwartz and Nick 
Leonard. This reading is part of an ongoing 
program of staged readings of scripts devel¬ 
oped in connection with the Berkeley Rep 
School of Theater Playwriting Program 
under the direction of Gary Graves. Admis¬ 
sion is free. Mon., Mar. 28, 7pm, at Berke¬ 
ley Rep School of Theater, in the Blue 
Room, 2025 Addison, Downtown Berkeley. 


Viva Variety 46 
@ ODC Theatre 

'Make It So' Productions presents the 46th 
variation of Viva Variety on Tue., Mar. 29, 
hosted by Steve Murray. This show is a ben¬ 
efit for Thrive SF, providing assistance and 
emotional support to people in need. The 
talented performers for Viva Variety 46 in¬ 
clude: Jim Short, comedy (2004 champion 
at the 29th Annual San Francisco Interna¬ 
tional Open Comedy Competition) Julia 
Jackson, comedy (returning after her first 
smash Viva Variety appearance); Tim 
Hockenberry, music (talented singer/song¬ 
writer; think Ray Charles meets Tom 
Waits); Christopher Love, aerial dancer 
(our very first aerial dance - hot!); Project 
Pimento, music (a five-piece band with a 
repertoire of toe-tapping lounge favorites 
from the 40s, 50s, and 60s... all with a 
space-age twist); Big Bones Blues, purvey¬ 
ors of the blues (keeping the Great Ameri¬ 
can Songbook alive); Betsy Salkind, com¬ 
edy (the squirrel lady returns); Michael 
Sousa, theatre (one-man Lenny Bruce 
show); and Miss Coco Peru, theatre (Win¬ 
ner of the 2004 GLAAD Award for Best 
Los Angeles Theatre!). $20 ($12 
seniors/students/physically challenged). 

8pm. ODC Theatre at 3153 17th Street 
@ Shotwell. Parking available at the UCSF 
lot adjacent to theatre ($1.25). Wheelchair 
accessible. Tix: ODC Box Office, 415-863- 
9834; www.vivavariety.org; www.odc- 
dance.org 


Spencer Day @ Bruno’s 

Band leader/singer Spencer Day plays 
Bruno's with a full band including the 
smoking "Shotgun Wedding" horn players 
along with special surprise guests. The 
Show is at 9pm on March 30th. Bruno's of¬ 
fers fine dining, cocktails, wines and the 
best live lounge music in San Francisco. 
$10 cover. Doors open 8:30pm; show at 
9pm. 2389 Mission St. (at 20th St.). Res: 
415-648-7701; www.brunoslive.com 


Ali Liebegott @ Modern 
Times Bookstore 

Ali Liebegott reads from The Beautifully 
Worthless (Suspect Thoughts Press), a 
novel about a runaway waitress and her 
Dalmatian, who leave Brooklyn to find hope 
in Camus, Idaho. Exquisite poetry and hi¬ 
larious/heartbreaking letters to the ex offer 
a postmodern odyssey through a landscape 
filled with ex-girlfriends, cute boys, a mys¬ 
terious cave, mental institutions, sports 
radio, warm six-packs, murder sites, Dairy 
Queens and pineapple-upside-down cakes 
with family in Las Vegas. Free. 7:30pm. 
888 Valencia St. Info: 415-282-9246; 
www.mtbs.com 

Beautiful Child 
@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

Preview: Theatre Rhinoceros, America's old¬ 
est professional queer theater, continues its 
27th Season with the West Coast premiere 
of Nicky Silver's controversial black comedy 
Beautiful Child. Directed by John Dixon. 
How do you love someone who falls outside 
our moral code? $15 previews & Wed.; $20 
Thu., Sun. Mats & Sun Eves; $25 Fri.; $28 
Sat. 8pm Wed.-Sat.; 7pm Sun. eves; 3pm 
Sun. Mats (Apr. 10,17 & 24). Downstairs 
Theater, The Rhino. 

Gay Comedy 

@ 50 Mason Comedy Club 

Every Last Thursday is Gay Comedy night, 
this month hosted by Jen Kober. $7 (No 
Drink Minimum). 8-10pm. 50 Mason Com¬ 
edy Club (1 block from the Powell Street 
BART). Info: www.50masonlounge.com 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Deadline is the Friday 
before issue date. 



THURSDAY NIGHT 
is LATIN NIGHT!* 


DOMESTIC BOTTLED BEER S 1.25 AT ALL TIMES! 

* THURSDAY NIGHT DANCSTO HOTLADjN 
MUSIC VlE Xm CQRONA *2.50 MARGARITA5 *4.0C 


Brian Teare @ USF Lone 
Mountain Campus 

Award-winning poet Brian Teare reads from 
his first book, The Room Where I Was 
Born, at the University of San Francisco 
(USF), presented by the USF Master of 
Fine Arts Writing Program. His set of 
poems is about coming of age sexually 
under the control of flawed adults. Teare, 
from Oakland, won the 2003 Brittingham 
Prize in Poetry and the 2003 Publishing 
Triangle Award for Gay Male Poetry. He is 
a former Stegner fellow and National En¬ 
dowment for the Arts fellow. Free. Open to 
all. Tue., Mar. 29 at 7:30pm. USF Lone 
Mountain Campus, 2800 Turk Blvd., Rm. 
141. Parking passes $6 at visitor's en¬ 
trance. Info: 415-422-6066; www.usfca.edu 


SF BADLANDS 


18 th STREET NEAR CASTRO/DANCING EVERY NIGHT / EVERYONE WELCOME/MUST BE 21 




STEVE SILVER'S 

AUDITIONS 


IMMEDIATE 

OPENINGS 

Male and Female singers 

Principal and understudy positions 

Prepare an up-tempo number and ballad 
in your own key. Rock, Pop, Showtunes. 
Bring current resume and photo. 


COMPETITIVE SALARY 
AND FULL MEDICAL BENEFITS 

SATURDAY 
APRIL 9 at 12 NOON 

CLUB FUGAZI 

678 Beach Blanket Babylon Boulevard 

(formerly Green St-between Columbus and Powell) 

Questions: email auditions@beachblanketbabylon.com or 
tax us at (415) 421-0518 (please include your call back number) 


* 
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Ruto Erotica 

purveyor of vintage pom 
(St fine dilcJos 
4077R 18th Street 
415-861-5787 
open every cloy 


wo buy 

PORN 

photos, dvd's, magazines & videos 

call 

Steve 

415-621-1188 

days, or 

Patrick 
41 5-81 0-2325 

evenings & weekends 



Good Clean Fun 


g rnether 
if ill ages, 
■s, shapes, 
and sizes. 


THE CASTRO'S SEX CLUB 


NOW OPEN 2 pm Sat. & Sun. • 4 pm weekdays 

2051 Market at Church • Info: 864-3767 • massage appts: 255-4921 • erossf.com 


Victory for Cody 

El Rey Theater packed for Mr. LA Leather 



by Mister Marcus 


ine men from bar feeder 
' I' contests in the Los Angeles 
basin vied for the coveted 
Mr. Los Angeles Leather 2005 title 
at the El Rey Theater last Saturday 
night, March 19th. When the 
commercials, musical acts and the 
judging segments were over, Cody 
Haugland (Mr. Gauntlet II 
Leather) was named the winner of 
the title. He now advances to 
compete at IML 2005 next May. A 
delightful 32 year old Virgo, Cody 
is a standout on the IML 2005 ros¬ 
ter already. 

The first runner-up was Larry 
Golubski (Mr. Long Beach 
Leather) and the 2nd runner-up 
was Richard Denton (Mr. Los An¬ 
geles Leather Bear). His fellow 
contestants gave Mr. Oilcan 
Harry’s Leather Lou Romano the 
Brotherhood Award. 

The El Rey Theater was a sea of 
leather as the contestants went 
through the scored segments of 
the competition. Former Mr. Los 
Angeles Leather, the handsome 
Jeff Wacha, wasted no time pacing 
the interlude; he pulled it off 
without a hint of nervousness, 
and his wonderful sense of 
humor, great ad-libbing, and 
good looks made for a delight 
ful presentation. 

The Los Angeles Sisters 
of Perpetual of Indul¬ 
gence had a big hand in 
the onstage humor, in¬ 
cluding a sock-it-to-’em 
Corps de Ballet segment 
that rocked the house. A 
dynamic young vocal¬ 
ist from Vancouver, 

Canada named Scott 
proved a sexy warbler 
with a great voice, a dynamic 
smile and a seductive demeanor. 
The only thing this lad needed was 
a group of back-up dancers to en¬ 
hance his sizzling, presentation. 
He’ll be appearing at Vancouver 
Gay Pride later this year, so if 
you’re in the vicinity check him 
out. 

The Los Angeles Leather Coali¬ 
tion went all out to make sure the 
delegates to the weekend were sat¬ 
isfied. Shuttle buses were provided 
to transport everyone to the bars 
and the venues of action. The 
Honors Dinner and the Joseph 
Bean speech were highlights of the 
banquet and presentations to the 
honorees. There were several 
dance parties, and sexy men strut¬ 
ted around the lobby and vendor 


Meet the winners in LA, from left: 2nd runner-up Richard Denton; Mr. 
LA Leather Cody Haugland; and 1st runner-up Larry Golubski. They 
competed at the El Rey Theater in Los Angeles on Saturday, March 19. 


area with spiffy leather, uniforms 
and latex outfits. Will Hildreth, 
the chairman of the Los Angeles 
Leather Coalition, was a proud 
man with a job well done, and he 
expressed much gratitude to the 
multitude of volunteers who 
made the weekend a success. 

Marc Wattrell, the out¬ 
going Mr. Los Angeles 
Leather, delivered a 11 1/2 
minute step-aside speech 
that thanked the LALC, 
sponsors, supporters and 
members of the IML 
Class of 2004 who 
were there. Titlehold- 
ers who will be com¬ 
peting at IML 2005 were present 
as well. 

Judges Marc Wattrell, Alexei 
Romanoff, Jeff Burnam, Jason 
Hendrix, Fay Foltz and Gene Mar 
admit their task was not an easy 
one. Their choice for the title was 
greeted with whoops and hollers, 
and Mr. Los Angeles Leather 2005 
looks like he’s headed for a won¬ 
derful year with big expectations 
from his hometown leather com¬ 
munity. 

The street fair on Sunday in the 
Silverlake area was a sunny pas¬ 
tiche of leather, latex and skin — 
lots of skin. The fabled Nina 
Hagen was the headliner and the 
other entertainers were Debby 
Holiday, the Gay Gays, SouR, The 
Drills and Kiyoshi Graves. Ven¬ 


dors, food, liquid refreshments 
and lots of hugging, kissing, grop¬ 
ing and handholding were in evi¬ 
dence, a fitting finale for a won¬ 
derful weekend in the City of the 
Angels. The LALC is a dynamic 
entity that serves its leather com¬ 
munity magnificently. Plans are 
already underway for next year’s 
competition. 

It’s Rusty in Washington 

While all this was going on, 
Leather Pride Week was in 
progress in Seattle, Washington, 
with the Mr. and Ms. Washington 
State Leather contest one of the 
many highlights on Saturday 
night. Rick Graves and Rusty 
Jones competed for the male title, 
and Shelley Denton and Celeste 
Firetender competed for the fe¬ 
male title. 

There was unanimous agree¬ 
ment among the judges — Judy 
Tallwing-McCarthy, Rhonda Van- 
dermeer, Victoria Christensen, 
Mark Jurenka, Claude McKenzie 
and Earl Coffman — that it was a 
very tough competition. When all 
the scores were added up, Rusty 
Jones was named Mr. Washington 
State Leather and Shelley Denton 
was named MS. Washington State 
Leather. Mr. Jones will compete at 
IML in 2006. 

Frank Nowicki emcee’d the 
event with his usual aplomb and 
next page ► 


EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Weekend, March 24-28 

They'll be living it up in Berlin with the big Mr. 
German Leather 2005 weekend. Philippe Tanzer 
will step aside and IML Jason Hendrix will be 
there! 

Ms. World Leathr Pandora wants you to cele¬ 
brate "Leather Day of Caring" worldwide by hav¬ 
ing events that celebrate the donation of human or¬ 
gans. For more information, surf to: 
www.msworldleather2004.com/LD0C. 

Friday, March 25 

Leather & Uniform night at Renegades in San Jose 
from 2100 to 0100 entitled "Good Friday Gone 
Bad" with demos, bootblacks, Jell-0 shots. For 
more info email to: sarmento@earthlink.net. 

Saturday, March 26 

Voting for the Golden Dildeaux Awards begins 
today until April 10. Only $1.00 per ballot. Vote 
early and vote often. To benefit the AIDS Emer¬ 
gency Fund. 

The 15 Association monthly play party at the 


usual location. $15 donation. Guest must accompa¬ 
ny you. For info, call 672-0452. 

SF Leather Contingent Town Meeting at The 
Center (1800 Market St.) at 1400 in Room 1300. 
Nominate your choice for male and female grand 
marshals. For info call 722-3128. 

Thursday, March 31 

Round 8 of the Bare Chest Calendar for 2006 is 
tonight at the Powerhouse around 2200. Get out 
there and flaunt it for charity! 

Weekend, April 1-3 

Mr. Sin City Leather Boy and Bootblack in Las 
Vegas at the "Smokeout 2005" For info: 
www.hometown.aol.com/lasvegassmokeout/index.ht 
m. 

Weekend, April 8-10 

Newest kid on the circuit: Mr. Midwest Leather 
Contest in Dubuque, Iowa at the One Flite Up bar. 
IML 2003 John Pendal will fly in from London to 
MC. For more info, click on: www.onefliteup.org. 
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Towards a higher end 

Where's the classy all-black gay pom? 


by John F. Karr 


atching some French- 
made porn recently, I re¬ 
marked to myself on the 
presence among the cast of an 
African-American. Whoops, I 
thought, ever alert to PC-ness — 
that’s an African-Frenchman. And 
since that made me roll my eyes, 
I’m just going to skip over the 
continental divide and call black 
men just that. 

It was the array of beautiful 
black men I saw in the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theatre that 
made me think, why don’t I see 
men like this in gay porn? True, a 
sole, fine black man will appear in 
the occasional film from the five 
major porn firms based in San 
Francisco: Titan, Colt, Falcon, 
Raging Stallion and Hot 
House. But I must stress the 
clarifier: occasional. The 
standard brand of 
American racism is 
clearly mirrored in gay 
porn. Gay men’s taste in 
performers is otherwise 
quite uni¬ 
versal. 

There are 
big-budget 
companies providing an endless 
succession of Germans, Czechs, 
Italians, Greeks and, oh my lord, 
every branch and hue of Hispanic. 
They not only dominate cast lists 
these days, but are indeed so pop¬ 
ular that a front-runner company 
like Raging Stallion can market 
not as niche product but as main¬ 
stream a movie like their new 
Passport to Paradise, with an all- 
Latin cast. 

But black men? They’re seen 
only in niche-marketed product, 
and are subject to severe ghet- 
toization, as in East Harlem’s Thug 
Dreamin in the Hood, and Blatino 
Connection’s Theif [sic] in the 
Night. If the amusing misspelling 
were intentional, it would have 
been Theef “Theif” is emblazoned 
on the box cover of both the 
movie and its sequel, making 
them partners in illiteracy to the 
fact that there isn’t a publicist in 
the entire porn industry who 
knows when “its” wants an apos¬ 
trophe and when it doesn’t. 



It’s indicative that Studio 
2000’s recent Ghetto didn’t have a 
single black cast member, despite 
its title and a plot about rival 
gangs. Latins, yes; 
blacks, no. True, you 
can get lower end, 
homeboy Latinos — 
like Latino Fan 
r Club’s Latin Thugz 
or Dawgz on the D.L. 
But these are outnum¬ 
bered by the representa¬ 
tion of 
upscale 
Latin 
men in 
more expensively produced prod¬ 
uct that’s marketed to a main¬ 
stream audience. Your high-end 
(is my tongue in cheek?) black 
man is a gay porn rarity. Now, why 
do I call for a better class of blacks 
— for affirmative action, as it 
were, in porn? I’m not sexually 
stimulated by an underclass, for 
one thing. And I just don’t care to 
validate the stereotypes of a caste 
system in which blacks are always 
gangbangers and thugz. It’s not 
black viewers, but white men who 
perpetuate this view. 

Bustin’ loose 

So I wanted to check out 
Jackrabbit Releasing’s Bustin In, 
which was among five titles re¬ 
cently nominated for a GayVN 
Award as Best Ethnic Video. Of 
the five, three were Latino, one 
was mixed, only Bustin In was all¬ 
black, and only one, the winning 
Revolucion Sexual, could escape 
the secondary categorization of 
Amateur Video. 


I wish I could have liked 
Bustin In more. It lies a little 
below the halfway mark between 
amateur video and mainstream. 
It’s at the same spot in the sort of 
men it casts. Neither porn pros 
nor clumsy neophytes, neither 
college graduates nor gang mem¬ 
bers, these inner-city blacks have 
some rough-edged funk about 
them, in both grammar and 
grooming. 

Only Ty Thomas, with his sexy 
two-strand twists, and sweet little 
cupcake buns that engulf his part¬ 
ner’s battering ram to the pubis 
when he sits on it, has a last name. 
There’s Anaconda, appropriately 
named; sleekly-shaved Wood, who 
sucks cock so badly it looks like 
he’s trying to whittle that thing 
down, but who rides a Reverse 
Cowboy of palpable depth and 
brutal bouncing; and the body¬ 
builder you see on the box cover, 
Juice, a great cocksucker whose 
pillowing lips are deliciously ob¬ 
scene in the act. There’s fine Rudy, 
with major bling in his ear and 
major blam between his legs, in 
two scenes; Ginuwine, an other¬ 
wise attractive victim of hip-hop 
spelling; and the man the credits 
call Sexcyone, which is clearly not 
meant to be pronounced Sex- 
sigh-one, and whose pectoral tat 
gets it correct: Sexyone. “Wow!” 
Panther exclaims at the sight of 
Sexyone’s huge, uncut dick, which 
he deep throats with relish. 

Sadly, the only distinguishing 
feature of Bustin' In is that it’s all 
black. Its sets are strictly low-rent; 
thg set-ups are cliches (the mas¬ 
sage, the gym); the scripted dia¬ 
logue stupid but thankfully terse. 
Some very bad music obliges by 
getting quickly out of the way at 
the top of each scene, yielding to 
natural sounds during sex. And 
while the sex occasionally picks up 
steam, it isn’t very enticingly 
filmed. As in most porn, the 
niceties are foregone. There’s little 
foreplay (the guys just haul it out 
and blow it), and the transition 
into fucking is entirely and 
abruptly skipped. The guys go 
about their assigned duties with 
vigor, but there’s a basic lack of 
partnering. Finally, all the orgasms 
are attained through solo jack-off. 
www.jackrabbitreleasing.com V 



Mister Marcus 

M previous page 

the weekend culminated with the 
Emerald Awards and much cele¬ 
brating. 

IML Den Daddy steps down 

Every man who has competed 
for the International Mr. Leather 
title since 1982 happily and grate¬ 
fully remembers Walter Klingler, 
the man who has held the Den 
Daddy position since 1982. With 
his trusty staff of volunteers and 
helpers, he has witness several 
major and minor disasters that 
befell contestants, consoled many, 
enhanced the horizons of many 
and was indeed a “daddy” for all of 
them. Through it all, the lost lug¬ 
gage, emergency alterations, med¬ 
ications needed, trauma with the 
lovers, extreme nervousness, jit¬ 
ters and so on the trauma associ¬ 
ated with the IML competition, 
Walter was there to help and con¬ 
sole. Getting a hefty group of men 
through the competition seg¬ 
ments is no easy task, but Walter’s 
fortitude and caring made it easi¬ 


er for all contestants who had to 
be here and there, hurry up and 
wait, get dressed and/or undressed 
— and all with a calm demeanor 
that belied the inner stress he 
himself was experiencing. 

Last week, Walter stepped 
down as the Den Daddy. His deci¬ 
sion was not an easy one, but 
health problems were enhanced by 
the stress associated with the Den 
Daddy job. So Walter gracefully 
bowed out, and his successor for 
IML 2005 and probably beyond 
will be Joey, who has been on the 
Den Daddy staff since 1979, the 
year IML came into being. 

Joey has served in many capac¬ 
ities on the IML volunteer staff, so 
he knows what is expected of him: 
to “be there” for the contestants. 
After all, no one is a star of IML 
except the contestants. 

With many thanks and grati¬ 
tude for his friendship, for the 
many hours we spent together 
over these many years, I say “thank 
you, Walter, for a great job and a 
great and distinguished service to 
your leather charges. You do 
leather proud!” 

There are only a handful of 


IML staffers left now from the 
“early days”. Dubbing themselves 
the “Old Girls Network” (O.G.N.), 
IML volunteers who have served 
the IML mission for decades are 
dwindling with each passing year, 
and you can count the remaining 
“vets” on one hand. It was a plea¬ 
sure and an honor serving with 
Daddy Walter Klingler. 

Bonnets at the Edge; 
Baskets at Daddy’s 

It’s Easter weekend and The 
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 
once again will be cavorting on 
the green at Dolores Park on East¬ 
er Sunday. There will be an Easter 
Bonnet contest at the Edge from 
1600 to 1730, and Tony Koester 
will be hosting an Easter Basket 
Auction at Daddy’s Bar from 1600 
to 2000, with a beer/soda bust for 
$7 with entertainment, and fun 
galore, all to benefit the Stop AIDS 
Project. 

Have fun romping with your 
favorite leather bunny, your 
brightest eggs and your trusted 
friends. Beware of people “bearing 
false witness!” See you all next 
week! V 


^ fa 

Nasty toys for nasty boys 



1285 Folsom @ 9th 


Lubes 
Colt Toys 
Shower-shots 
Tit Clamps 

DVD's from: 
Falcon 
Raging Stallion 
All Worlds 
Factory Video 

VacuTechPumps 
Leather Pants 
w/retroreflect stripes 
Chrome Cock-rings 
Arm/Wrist bands 
Studded Belts 
Tit Suckers 
Ball Stretchers 

415-252-9166 


CELEBRATING OUR5™ YEAR 

CELEBRATE WITH OUR DRINK SPECIALS* | 

s 2.00 WELL DRINKS ON MONDAY NIGHT. | 

$ 1.25 DOMESTIC BOTTLED BEER EVERY DAY ALL DAY. I 



SF BADLANDS 


18 th STREET NEAR CASTRO/DANCING EVERY NIGHT / EVERYONE WELCOME/MUST BE 21 W/ID 



Special 
Golden 
Shower 
Buddies 
Wed. 
Mar. 30 j 

door 8-11pm m 
play 'til late M 


Blow 

Buddies 

Parties 

Each Thur, 
Fri, Sat, & 
Sun. 

Open after hours 
Thur, Fri & Sat. 
Cali or click for 
details. 


<415, 777-HEAD 
www.blowbuddie8.com 

South of Market - 933 Harrison St (@ 5th) 
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Free HIV/STD testing 

1st Thur, 8:30-10:30pm 
3rd Fri, 10pm-12:30am 

Get tested or ask a question. 

Confidential. Private area. 

933 Harrison @ 5th 

in cooperation with AIDS Health Project 

Get tested every 6 months! 

(415) 777-HEAD; www.blowbiuidies.com 





18+ Discreetly billed to Visa/MasterCard 

1 - 900 - 825-4500 


6l a m a -R a ma! 


the queerest hair salon in San Francisco 


OTTEST SEX CLUB 


cuM 
RELfiR 

\H OW 
SIVUMA 

MONDAY - NAKED NIGHT 


TUESDAY-CHEAP HEAT 

$8 entry fee all night 

WEDNESDAY-BULGE 

Muscle Night 

THURSDAY-JUVENILE HALL 

IMS fairs old FREE incarceration 
with membership, 

SUNDAY - BEAR NIGHT 

Cum feed the Bears 

E-f GLORY HOLES +SLINGS 



Seen at the GLAAD Media Awards Table Captain Party at the Westin St. Francis: event co-chair John Marez, 
outgoing GLAAD executive director Joan Garry, Donna Sachet, and 3rd event co-chair Roseanne Strano. 


Community 
dynamos serve it up 

Imperials , movers and shakers 
reap the social whirlwind 


by Donna Sachet 


f the 300+ people gathered at 
the GLAAD Media Awards 
Table Captain Party at Alexan¬ 
dra’s Palace at the Westin St. Fran¬ 
cis last week is any indication, this 
year’s GLAAD Media Awards on 
June 11 will be a smashing success. 
Joan Garry, outgoing ex¬ 
ecutive director, was in 
town to promote the 
upcoming event, to be 
co-chaired by Roseanne 
Strano, John Marez, and 
myself. Over 25 table hosts 
committed to the 
event that night 
in a room awash 
with red lighting 
and gold fabric, suggestive of this 
year’s Phantom of the Opera 
theme, as the guests dined on 
plentiful hors d’oeuvres from area 
restaurants and downed generous 
Absolut cocktails. With a silent 
auction committee led by James 
Healy and Jack Ryder, luscious 
decor coordinated by Duncan 
Reyes, and additional table host 
parties scheduled by Mario Diaz 
and Michael Anichini, this June 
party is a must! Already confirmed 
to attend and receive an award is 
Jennifer Beales of The L Word. 

Later in the week, we were 
pleased to receive a last-minute 
invitation from Jeff Anderson and 
Jeff Soukup to dine at a private 


home in the Castro with special 
guest Mayor Gavin Newsom. In¬ 
troduced by the dynamic District 
Attorney Kamala Harris, Newsom 
certainly confirmed his place in 
the hearts of the assembled guests, 
who included Leslie Katz, Chris 
Carnes, and Julian Chang, as he 
graciously succumbed to all pho¬ 
tography and a few choice 
questions. What a hero! 

As loyal readers of 
this column will know, 
we spent last weekend at 
the San Jose Imperial 
Coronation, where Emper¬ 
or Kevin Roche stepped 
aside and Idalis 
Houston was 
crowned Em¬ 
press of the Impe¬ 
rial Royal Lion Monarchy. The 
Cirque de San Jose theme brought 
out a rich variety of costumes, not 
the least of which were those of the 
reigning Emperor and Empress of 
San Francisco, much to the shock 
of some veteran court members 
and the delight of others. Suffice it 
to say, Empress Sable Clown 
would have been proud! Emperor 
Brian Benamati and I were de¬ 
lighted to reunite with so many of 
our old friends, especially Emper¬ 
or Mikey of Alaska, Empress 
Truckstop Tracy of LA, Lucy Man¬ 
hattan, Empresses Lucy Fernandez 
and Jackie Best (formerly of San 
Jose, now in Reno) and Emperors 
Diamond John, Frankie Fernan¬ 


dez, Genero, and Beej Martinez, all 
of San Jose. After the completion 
of a remarkably short coronation, 
we joined Empress Sheba! for a 
rambunctious night of dancing 
back in the city at Mezzanine and 
Ivan Cano’s monthly club, Bump. 
Further confirmation that we do 
live in a city that never sleeps! 

Last Wednesday’s Spurs ’n’ Fur 
Show at The Edge was our dose of 
St. Patrick’s Day. Hostess Deanna 
Dawn gathered together an im¬ 
pressive list of performers, includ¬ 
ing Miss Gay SF Galilea, Ed Mor¬ 
gan, Eric Hanson, Trout, and 
Tanya Hullana, to usher in the 
Irish celebration while raising 
money for Under One Roof. Their 
new executive director, Mike Mar¬ 
shall, was in attendance, and saw 
first-hand what grass-roots sup¬ 
port from a handful of individu¬ 
als can do for his organization. 
This Irish green event made mon¬ 
etary green for Under One Roof! 

Think pink 

The presentation of the Vie En 
Rose Awards at the Community 
Center last Friday was both mov¬ 
ing and entertaining. Years ago, 
when the Center was just a dream, 
Camille Maran committed to es¬ 
tablishing an artistic skylight to 
honor those in our LGBT com¬ 
munity who have suffered psychi¬ 
atric abuse and oppression be¬ 
cause of their sexual orientation 
and gender variance. It stands 
today in the Victorian section of 
the Center, and these annual 
awards recognize individuals and 
groups who support Camille’s 
work. With her able co-host James 
Holloway, she presented awards to 
the Sisters of Perpetual Indul¬ 
gence, Mitch Thompson, Edgardo 
Menvielle, Catherine Tuerk, James 
de Jesus, Karl Bryant, Sylvia Guer¬ 
rero, and Assemblyman Mark 
Leno. The Ceremonial Room of 
the Center was draped with pink 
fabric, lit with pink lights, and 
sprinkled with pink roses, creating 
a beautiful setting for music by 
Jimi Bohannon and stirring com¬ 
ments from the awardees. 

Not one to allow an opportu¬ 
nity to pass, we took advantage of 
next page ► 



A pink moment during the Vie En Rose Awards at the Community Center: 
Assemblyman Mark Leno, co-hosts James Holloway and Camille Maran. 
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Easter cocktails 


by Sweet Lips 


aster is upon us, and for all 
§1® of you who celebrate resur¬ 
rections, I hope you have a 
great time with the Sisters in Do¬ 
lores Park! Be sure to wear your 
fancy Easter Bonnet and 
enter the contest, 
which is always 
fabulous, with 
elaborate ornamen¬ 
tation on the bonnets. 

In the old days, Hat 
Parties among the 
nelly crowd were all 
the rage at Easter 
time. Some things never change. 

A tip of the old Easter bonnet 
goes to that great morning bar¬ 
tender in the Castro, Mr. Marlow, 
who walks the plank from 6 a.m. till 
12 Noon on Mondays, Saturdays 
and Sundays at the Mix Bar at 18th 
& Castro. Thank you for opening so 
very early; many of the regulars 
plan their day around this. The 
owners have made great changes in 
the bar, so stop by and check it out. 

Be sure to mark Sunday, April 
3, on your calender to help cele¬ 
brate the 70th birthday of the fab¬ 


ulous Robbie aka “Helen Trent” 
from 1-4 p.m. at Marlena’s Bar at 
488 Hayes St. Entertainment is to 
be provided by none other than 
the talented Empress Jose. It’s a 
party not to be missed! 

Sorry to hear that Emperor 
Simeon of Marlena’s Bar has had 
to go back home to care for 
his ailing father. He will 
be missed by many, 
especially Marlena. 

It’s great to 
learn that the Mint 
Bar is still going 
strong. I haven’t 
been there in 
years, but then my 
best karaoke singing days are still 
ahead of me! 

The handsome Tim of the 
Cinch Saloon will join the group 
down Mexico way this month. Jim 
Manges seems to be on the Puerto 
Vallarta hospitality committee! 

Well, we have lost another 
wonderful person, Lee “Greta” 
Grass, who passed away on March 
11. She made many people happy, 
including Yours Truly, when we 
met at the Bridgeway Bar in 
Sausalito many years ago. Friends 
will certainly miss Greta. ▼ 



Splendor 

M page 33 

about Bud. He’s at his father’s old 
ranch, the only asset to have sur¬ 
vived the crash. His sister Ginny is 
dead. Deanie and two girlfriends 
drive out to see him. She looks 
lovely, but he’s a mess from tend¬ 
ing cattle. Their meeting is 
poignant, as each is still drawn to 
the other. The ending is touching. 

Kazan gets good work from the 
cast. Beatty, in his screen debut, is 
excellent. He looks sensational: 
tall, lean, muscled, and kissable. 
His Bud is genuinely conflicted, a 
decent youth caught in a world he 
doesn’t understand and cannot 
control. His love for Deanie is pal¬ 
pable, and he believably portrays 
a young man who can’t separate 
sex from affection. Wood, in an 


Oscar-nominated performance, 
matches his passion — the two 
were reportedly lovers at this time. 
Her sexual hysteria is moving. 
Christie is magnificent — warm, 
manipulative, greedy, loving — 
and Hingle brings humanity to 
the unsympathetic Asa. Loden 
and Lampert are also fine. Sandy 
Dennis has a small part as one of 
Deanie’s schoolmates, and Phyllis 
Diller appears briefly as Texas 
Guinan. The movie was a hit, and 
Inge’s original screenplay won an 
Academy Award, his last triumph. 
The author of the successful 
Broadway plays Come Back , Little 
Sheba; Bus Stop; Picnic and The 
Dark at the Top of the Stairs unex¬ 
pectedly found himself unable to 
please audiences or critics. Afflict¬ 
ed with alcoholism, convinced he 
could no longer write, Inge com¬ 
mitted suicide. T 


Lavender Tube 

◄ page 35 

Finally, in the midst of all the 
mayhem on the news and all the 
bad reality TV out there that just 
churns our stomach (how many 
bugs can you eat, really?), we just 
want to note how uplifting we find 
ABC’s Extreme Makeover Home 
Edition. Each week we tune in, ad¬ 


dicted to the joy that comes out of 
this show. Seeing lives made easier 
and better for people struggling 
with terrible hardships never fails 
to put us in a better place, too. So 
when you’re feeling like there is 
nothing right with the world, tune 
in to EMHE. It will, as they say, 
make you laugh, make you cry, 
and also might just stir you to do 
something good for someone else. 
Stay tuned. T 


On the Town 

M previous page 

the proximity of Martuni’s to con¬ 
tinue the evening. This delightful 
respite for cabaret singers and 
their admirers continues to pack 
in the crowds, this night accom¬ 
panied by the richly talented Ben 
Prince. Don’t miss these spirited 
Friday night sing-alongs, with 
Houston Allred at the piano. 
Among the crowd that night and 
suggestive of earlier days when 
this establishment was known as 
Lily’s were Grand Duchess Davida 
and Princess Victoria Secret. We 
continued the musical journey 
across the street at Empress Cock- 
atielia’s inaugural show at 
Michael’s Octavia Lounge. Despite 
a packed house of celebrants and a 
supportive audience, uncor- 
rectable audio malfunctions called 
a very early end to the show. Let’s 


hope for a quick resolution before 
the festivities resume. 

It’s not too late to catch the re¬ 
broadcast of Comcast’s Outspoken 
on Channel 11, March 26 at 7 p.m. 
and March 27 at 8 p.m. You’ll see 
wonderful film footage of the Im¬ 
perial events; and Heklina in a 
backstage interview with mem¬ 
bers of Scissor Sisters. Hosts Tim 
Gaskin and Janine Shiota provide 
compelling television for the 
LGBT community. 

Mark your calendar now for 
the Imperial Investiture of Em¬ 
peror John-Richard and Empress 
Tiger Lily at the Swedish Ameri¬ 
can Hall, 2174 Market St., on April 
3 at 5 p.m. Meanwhile, celebrate 
this Easter Sunday with the Sisters 
of Perpetual Indulgence in Do¬ 
lores Park, and afterwards with 
Leather paddy Tony Koester at 
Dacfdy’s and Yours Truly at The 
Edge. Elaborate Easter bonnets are 
strongly suggested! ▼ 


BayArea Reporter 

Personals 


MASSAGE 



Brian 415-252-8126 

www.MassageByBrion.coin 


Deep Tissue 

Shiatsu 

Swedish 



Balancing Touch 

Therapeutic and relaxing. 
Skillfully blending Acupressure, 
Hawaiian Lomilomi, Cranio- 
Sacral, Jin Shin Jyutsu and 
Hot Magical Stones. Non-sexual. 
Ramona 415.374.8963 


c 

MASSAGE BY 

TONYc.m.t. 




1 (415)409-1434 1 
cel# (510) 289-8303| 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 

_E17 

YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

OUT $60 

DAVE 395-9354 

_E12 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. ? 

"Spring" For a Full Body Massage 
Mack 415-350-0968 In & Out Calls! 

E12 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and social programs. 

Roger 707-525-1771 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck«(510)388-4941 5 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5 / 6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. ^ 

www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT (415) 255-1164 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nudfr.roassage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 



LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 


STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 



:atjve 

>YWORK 

Empower 
Yourself 
Thru 
Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
Touch 

r alder, cmt 

5 ) 447-2700 


I -shiatsu 
I -sensual 

4-SOMA 



Toby 

517-6105 



Ecstasy Of Berlin 

t ““‘ 

tMfl tar 


MASSAGE • COACHING 
Loss & Grief Work. 

510* 8^0*3768 

AHPOOO.COM 
5ill Fitzgerald • Practitioner 


TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 

E12 

Magnificent Massage "Huge Hands" 
Relax, Nurture. Rich 510-207-0545 

E20 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 

_E12 

Castro Certified *0nly $50 / $70 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur * 415-621-4517 

_ E12 

Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 

Playful Massage. Nude, Table 
415-934-9325. 

Cell is 415-310-6624 Jim 

E14 

Magical Massage Mastery that heals 

while it pleasures from a 

CMT who knows how to electrify 

the body. Oak 

Greg 510-547-1364. 


FERNANDO 


m 


Swedish 

and 

deep 

I tissue masj; 

1 sage || 

% : in and out V 

415.505.9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 




BODY2RELAX 

Alejandro CMT' 

415.297.8360 

body2relax@ 

YAHOO.COM 


COMPLETE RELEASE! 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 
FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/S40 
CALL: 325-682-5 6 75 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 



FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique Style Therapeutic And Erotic 
Massage In Front Of A Fireplace. 

Out Calls Available Also. 

Johnny 505-3060 

___■_E12 

EASTBAY NUDE MASSAGE 

For A Warm, Erotic Experience 
Enjoy A Nude Fullbody Massage. 
$40/hr • Jim 510-527-7630 

Young Nude Massage SfErotic.com^ 

CUTE ASIAN CMT 

26Y0 Fit Smooth Hot Nice Nude 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage & 

More Union Square 415 368-4628 

_ 2 _E12 

24 Y.O. 5'8 x 150 Strt., Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUBM 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 994-9409 e ? 

Prostate Massage For Health And 
Intense "Bliss." Plus Full-Body. 

60 In 989-7736 Union Sq Area 

_ 2 _£13 

SOMAHANDS.COM 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage By 
Handsome Fit Professional. 

Scott CMT 415/864-6384 

£12 

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, Energetic And Athletic. 
Fernando CMT 510-325-7725 In/Out 


nimiiiii 
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MASSAGE 



707.586.5945 50 MIN NORTH OF SF 

OFF HWY101 7 DAYS 11 AM-11PM SHORT NOTICE OK 
AIL AGES/RACES/BODY TYPES NUDE PICS/INFO: 

www.onehotmassage.com 




0V1T 


SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 

www.SomaHands.com 

415-864-6384 





Dave Gerdes 

I M.A., C.M.T 

* Bodywork & Coaching 

m# "integral massage" 
for appt. -415.497.9200 

www.ind e erp a r k .ne t 




510 . 601.6995 


5 ’ 11 ” * 195 # 

Masculine 47yo 

Deep Swedish 

Legit/Erotic 





COMPASSIONATE 
SENSUAL TOUCH 

Sensual Swedish Full Body 
Massage. Very Friendly Intuitive 
Handsome CMT. Trim, 49. Private 
Studio. All Amenities. $60/Hr 
$75/90Min. Call Del 415-722-1406 


www.SfGaymassage.com 


HOT AND SEXY LATINO 

For Erotic Massage 28y/o 150Lbs 5/8 
Handsome Masculine And Friendly 
Call Luis 336-0419 In Or Out 


ASIAN EAST BAY 

Sensual Full Body Massage 
In $50, Out $60,510-420-0112 Kenji 


HOT MUSCLE ASIAN 

Swedish Deep Tissue 
(415) 830-7103 


CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODYWORK • PAMPER 
YOURSELF BY CALLING 
DREW @ 415-255-0850 
31,511", 175 Lbs. Outgoing. Strong 
Hands. No Attitude. Email Me: 
M assagebydrew@earth I i n k. net 


Peninsula Therapeutic & Erotic 
In/Out Full Body TLC 650 367-7528 


Eb/Sb/Pen. Therapeutic Discreet, Nude, 
Deep Tissue. Latino/Asian 
In/Out, $60/70. Prostate Option. 
Shower. 650-669-2058 Paul 


VALENTE 

Massage By Sexy Mexican 
www.gaydar.co.uk/valentemx 
Cell: 415-342-1675 


San Jose - Full Body - Swedish CMT 
$40/H r - $55/90 min. - Same Day Appt 
8am-9pm Daily - Showers Available 
408-288-6169 Anthony - Air Cond. E6 

Erotic, Sensual Massage. Hot Boy 
22, Friendly. 415-410-4105 Out 

Sensuality and Sensibility 

www.tgpraxis.net 

415-505-8980 


SEXY LATIN 20Y0 

510 165 Lbs In/Out 
Calls 415 756-8762 


Sore Muscles? 

Call one of our 
Certified Massage 
Therapists 
to get some "relief"! 


BmAreaReporter / 
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MASSAGE 





BODY* INSIGHT 



Experienced Hands Provide Integrated 
Swedish, Sports, Deep Tissue Massage 
with a Sensitive Approach. 


Jefe CMT, 994-4665 


^ lay 

Swedish 

Massage 

CMT 

t 0f^ 

m * t 

415-407 9424 

Hrs 10am-7pm Monday-Saturday 
jjwagner1970@yahoo.com 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Hot Canadian Jock w/10" Is Back 
Fun, Friendly, & Sexy 26yo, 5'10", 
160#, 10 x 6. Massage and More. 
24/7. In/Out. 

Vince 415 571-3971 


15+ yrs Exp., Full Tension Release 

*MID-PENINSULACMT* 

In/Out, Days/Eves, 

Tom 650-345-7318 


Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 


FOR MEN BY MAN 

EXCELLENT MASSAGE ‘ 

415 595-3091 
Colombianmassage.com 


MASSAGE BY CUTE GWM 
MASSEUR, CMT 

I combine Swedish, Shiatsu, Reflexol¬ 
ogy and Deep Tissue With A Sensuous 
Touch. Fit, 5'9" 145lbs Blond. SF 
Or Marin 415 225-4081 In/Out. 


RETREAT 

Ecstatic Gatekeepers 552-7417 
www.fleshandspirit.org 

Erotic Essential Self April '05 
415 505-8980 
www.tgpraxis.net 


PRIMO MANTOUCH 

Full Body Massaged Energy Work 
For Men Who Want It All!! * 

CALL TOM 510-251-2480 


FOOT MASSAGE 

FEET HURT? CALLUS? BUNION? 

CMT - Feet/Body 

Call Josh 415-497-3499 


INTEGRATIVE BODYWORK 

Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 415 552-7417 
www-fleshandspirit.org/kp2.html 

Body-Electric CMT Offers Tantric 
Massage, Butt-Prostate, Colonics And 
More. 10am-9pm 
510 437-1999 Paul 

WWW.KINKMASSAGE.COM 

E12 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing 
To Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510-418-0979 With 
Photos At: Bradinberkeley.com ^ 

Young Brown Uncut *24/7* 540-0269 ^ 

NAPA, VERY BEST 
DEEP TISSUE 

Swedish Massage. Beautiful Hillside 
Location. David CMT 
707.738.9577 



Real Quality Work, Exp CMT, 15 Yrs 

GREAT DEEP & SWEDISH 

Noe Val. Ed 244-5486 
. $60/hr. $85/90 min. 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Skilled Intuitive Swedish, Therapeutic, 
Sports & Steamin' Hot Nude Erotic 
Touch In Warm Clean Studio Nr Do¬ 
lores Park By Tall Muse Blond 
w/Strong Hands/60Min = $85, 

90Min =$100, 2Hrs = $120: Heron 
Saline, CMT 415/706-9740 Also: 
Tantra, Hypnosis & Deep Hot Prostate 
Work ** Leave Feeling Good! 


NOB HILL USQUARETL 

Deep Nurturing Strong Touch 
Great Massage Great Price 
Curious? Call Kris CMT 
415 531-2144 Non-Sexual Outcall 

_E13 

SEXY C.M.T. 

Great Massage By Experienced 
Well Endowed Friendly CMT 
320-0302 


CHARMING ASIAN 

Swedish /Deep Tissue Jay (415) 
830-7103 


WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 

_E12 

STEVE FOSTER CMT $80 

Wknts + Wknds 
(415) 412-0397 SF + EB 


RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Deep Tissue, Swedish, Sports On 
Table. Visa, MC, Amex, Disc. 
www.ripeboys.com/steven. 

Steven, CMT. 

(415) 626-4800 


ETERNAL LIFE... 

Or Just A Great Massage. What Are 
You Ready For? Nurturing, 

Sensual, Healing. Table. $50/hr. 
Castro Loc. Peter • 415-298-3309 

E12 

Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 57" 135# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, horny & friendly 

In/Out calls 

Nick 415-690-6552 


TENNIS LESSONS 
OFFERED 
MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/lir 



PHOTOGRAPH: 
VICTOR ARIMONDI 


a BARE CHEST man? 


THURSDAY 
MARCH 24 


10PM - 1AM 
AT THE POWERHOUSE 

1347 Folsom Street (between 9th/10th) 


effiUepHOT 


ONTESTANTS SHOULD ARRIVE BY 9:30PM 


2006 calendar photographer: 


SOUTH OF MARKET 

BARE CHEST 


www.stevenunderhill.com 


WWW.SOMABARECHESTCALENDAR.ORG 

WWW.POWERHOUSE-SF.COM 

BENEFITTING AIDS EMERGENCY FUND & POSITIVE RESOURCE CENTER 


CRLENDRR 

2006 














































































48 BAY AREA REPORTER 24 March 2005 


MODELS/ESCORTS 




Sweet muscle bear, 
also open to 
sponsors & parties. 

408 . 403.0003 







*e> 


Want to know if HIV 
Superinfection is a real 
concern for the Positive 
community? 


We are seeking 

HIV Positive Partners 

to participate in an important 
Superinfection research study. 


Participants receive: 


FREE viral load, CD4 and drug 

resistance tests 

$70 each for two visits 


r completing: 

Two confidential, c 
interviews 
Two Wood draws 




CALL TODAY! 
(415) 734-4878 



THB WORLD’S LRRGBST 
GRV ESCORT SITS 
onLinei 

lOORb FREE RCCESS 

mpf=f£ CHRn s,ooo,ooo 



Avon et- 165/*"/ 

24w> Massage ik 
Escort in Sc o ut 
415 577'3920 



RICARDO 

25 yo, 5 1 10", 175# 

www.latmo4men.com 


WORSHIP ME! 

BLACK BODYBUILDER 
6'3" 2351b, Straight/Married 



415 . 240,5330 

MARC Serious Calls Only 



[ CfiTHER 

-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6’3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 




Call Jay 

415.385.9623 


New To SF from Texas 

STRICKLY TOP 

9x7 Hard Tool XXX Thick 
Masculine • Attractive 
Thirty Something 
6am to Midnight. Chemical Free 

Vincent ♦ $110 4 Out Only 
415.410.6369 


AFFECTION STUD 

29 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 £ 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

, • _Ei: 

Mike, 40,5'10 /, ,190# / Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, (415) 863-8932 

-§5L2! 

Handsome Confident Italian Top 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Super Hung 10 x 7 415-256-6743 


Butch Hunk, 32, 5'8" 155# 7.5ct 

HELLA FINE VERS STUD 

Make U Shoot Hard! 415-640-4045 2 

Homy 24y/o Smooth Bottom 57" 135# 

HOT BLONDE BOY 

In/Out Calls - Sean 415-210-1526 

E13 

WWW.RIPEBOYS.COM 

_E12 

24 HOURS 

BROWN HAIR 9 IN 29 IN WAIST 



63" 250#, Furry Muscle 

BIKER TOP 

415-596-6235 • DaddyBruno.corn^ 

FF Pulls Easter Rabbit From Your 
Ass! Morlex In SF 679-3320 


"The Top Who Knows How 2" 

AGGRESSIVE STUD 

Hot S/M Who Is Rough, Dominant + 
Ready For Hardcore Action, Verbal, 
Long Lasting. Ball Busting 9 Incher! 

No Holds Barred Top! FF CBT 
Spanking. Expert Skills. 415-410- 
6369 Call Back Required. Ask For 
"Mac" The Man. Hot & Sane. 


10” HUNG, THICK 

And Always Hard! 6'2", 190Lbs, 
32w, 46c, 26yo. 6-Pack Blk/Brn 
Smooth Bubble Butt Top. Nice Guy- 
Private In/Out HIV - 

415*518*2716 STD FREE! 
“DIESEL” 


HOT LIVE SHOW! 

Sexy Young M/F Couple Will Perform 
Live. Watch Or Join. 24/7, In/Out 
Colter And Claire. 

415 571-3971 


Hot, Masculine, Buzzcut, Goatee 

SHVD. HEAD STUD 

6Ft. Ez-Goin' Well-Hung, Big Balls 
Clint * 415-540-5311 * In/Out - 24 Hr 
www.geocities.com/swingonmy- 
thingsf/Clint.html 2 see my pics 


Str8 - Hooker 415-336-1863 

_ - _115 

Hot Yng Ath Blk 9" 

Out Only. Tevin • 415-724-2704 ^ 

HOT YOUNG HUNG 

College Student 6' 160# 

Dirty Blonde/Blu Eyes Cute Face 
Sexy Swimmers Build 9" Thick 
415 571-1168 Mark 


305-3003 


Domination BD CBT TT SM FF ... 

RYKER LEATHER TOP 

Muscular Built Handsome 6' 180# 
Playroom Toys 596-2737 


AFROCUBAN BOY 

Avail 24/7 57 1301b 8cut 25yo 
Vers Mod Hairy Out and In 
415-336-4188 Domingo 


ARAB-AMERICAN 

FOOT-TOP 

Worship My Size 11s. Pics. Avail. 
mymasterfulfeet@sbcglobal.net 

“HOT HUNG TOP” 

9.5x6 Thick, Huge, Hard 
Gdlking, Friendly, 33, 5'9,150# 
Mild 2 Wild. Dom/Lther/Kink+ 
Out Calls Only. (415) 860-8549 
See Pix at www.mitch4rent.com 


Latin Macho Hunk 6' 190. Well 
Defined Body, Strong Legs, Big Bub¬ 
ble Butt, Big Balls, Very Well Hung, 
& Versatile. Call Joe 
415-225-4963 

111 

Cute Boy, 22, Smooth, Slender. 

Call (415) 410-4105 Out Only. 


SF Musclebear Big Built & Hung 
Stud For Hire Chuck 209 481-6361, 


5'10/155/Blonde/Blue/Hung 7.5 

22 YO HUNGRY FOR C*CK 

Horny Hottie Plays Wholesome at 
Day, gets Nasty at Night. Hot Ass 

*ALEX 573-8122* 


Very Sexy, Vers/Masc, Black Male, 26yrs 
5'11,161lbs, Toned & Smooth, 8" cut 
~ In/Out Devin 510-710-9308 ~ 
devin_colby@yahoo.com 


Wflififfilf 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 



\J l 

BODYBUILDER 


pjyAv 

Epornstar 


AVAILABLE FOR : M 

• Role Play 

• Vanilla to Kink 

• Muscle Worship 

( 323 ) 251-7328 1 

CAESAR@CAESAfiWORLD.COM 






PARTY 

WITH STRAIGHT PORN 9 

(415) 775-4771 24/7 


ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 * JIM 269-5707 


FIREFIGHTER 

6'1", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

_ E13 

MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 SF calls only. 

COWBOY TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, Muscled. 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage eij 

HARD AND BIG 

Experienced Top, Well Endowed 
Will Make You Happy 207-6486 


SOUTH BAY LATIN 

36yr 6' 165# Masculine 100% 
Versatile 8x5 Uncut Well Built 
Nice Bud, Tattoo, Goatee, Will Travel 
In/Out Call Junior @ 408-607-511^ 

BOYISHLY CUTE! 

AFFECTIONATE, PASSIONATE, 
FRIENDLY, CLEAN, KISSABLE 

26, Blo/Blu, Slim, Smooth, Bottom! 
No STD's, No Drugs, No Attitude! 
$120 +Cab. Out Only. 41^8714228 
LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! • SEAN • 

HOT BLK COLLEGE BOY 

21 5'11145 Smooth 
Ryan 415-713-7098 


6'2"/l60Lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 

415-596-0734 • SHAWN • 

HORNY 21 YO WM 

HOT COLLEGE STUD 

$120/Hr. Outcalls Only 


SEXY MAN-BOY! 

Smooth, Athletic Top 

PICTURE AVAILABLE 

OUT CALL IVAN (415) 756-7714 ^ 


BOY FROM SPAIN 

Visitnc from Washington DC 
March 29 TIL April 4 

SPANIARD 26YO 6V’ HANDSOME 
WELL-ENDOWED MEDITERRANEAN LOOKS NATU¬ 
RALLY SMOOTH MASC 6 PASSIONATE 


Dario 24/7 (202) 276-3617 



Austin TX. Hottie 

* 

} 1 

New to S.F. 

Call Richard 24 hrs. 

My place, your place & hotel 
Callers welcome! 

Actual model pictured. 


Sexy Latin Top 
180# 9.5” 
Very 


LATINO 
muscular 
x-fine 




SHAKE YOUR BASKET 


I L.E,l\sJ’M’ 1Yv/*iNV j 

Friday, March 25 
(A 9 - MldNlGHT 


34? Folsom San Francisco, CA 415-552-S639 powerhou$e-sf.com 




Tired of seeing things in black and white? So are we! 
Now you can have your ad in full sassy 

C 0LOR, that's right, C 0 LO R ! 


Elsa Darling, Guess what? The 'Personals' 
section in the B.A.R are now in color! 

Isn't that just the most! 


k Area Reporter 


Contact David or Elsa for 


Oh, David, that's fabulous. 

But, um, dear...why are you reading 
the personals in the B.A.R.??? 
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■jcu.i.m 



PEOPLE 


Strictly 


Record & Listen to personal ads 

code: 1010 


510-814-6699 
707-522-5001 
9J 6-489-9800 
209-473-5959 
559-271-9999 


Hot 

local Guys! 

Bm ■ Area s hottest chatline 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect live/ 


Try it for 


FREE 


415 - 707-2400 408 - 539-2400 707 - 582-2400 
510 - 281-2400 650 - 649-2500 925 - 955-2000 


STRICTLY SEX!! 


Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 

EIB 

Good Head Sonoma County 
Call Days 707-823-3895 

E17 

Bare Assed Spanking. 
Experienced, Safe 
DaddyHoward 929 1185 

E04-06 


MUSIC LOVER 
SEEKS SAME! 

GWM, professional, 54, HIV-, brn 
hair & eyes, 5'11" av build, Loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. ISO fellow music afi¬ 
cionado in his 30's or 40's, HIV-, at¬ 
tractive, upbeat attitude & playful 
wit! San Jose or San Francisco Bay 
Areas preferred. Visit httpy/gaym i 11 ion- 
aireslub.com client ad 2738 (FREE) 


BARixl 


K 


1.900.226.7036 


Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 
Don’t want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time™ with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time™ ac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

Handsome & Healthy Pos Man Seeks Same 

GWM 43 - 165lbs - nice body good looks seeking 
healthy HIV+ GWM/GLM - no smokers or heavy 
drinkers - pot ok. 13 71514 


Seek Older Bear Or Slim Man 

BM 4feyo 185lbs 5'10" big tits, smooth ass, needs 
a hard tool and mouth. Love when you show mus¬ 
cle. 38 or older. 13 71506 


Dark Skin Mexican Latin G-Looking 

40 yrs. H-5:07 W157lb. versatile legal resident of 
SF. Slim, muscular body. Lite hair on body nice 
ass/dick ISO GWM/GLM 30/45 yrs. 5:05/5:10 
150/160 lbs. versatile. Size unimportant No 
drugs, smoking, or heavy drinkers. 13 71502 


Older Cigar Or Pipe Smokers 

LM 6', 165Lbs. dk hr. I'm looking for a much 
older M who regularly smokes cigars or pipes & 
enjoys a lot of affection, deep kissing, & other oral 
pleasures. Not into gay lifestyle. 13 71497 


50s German Looking To Meet Men 

Blonde German looking to meet guys between 
50-60. Disease free, sense of humor, friendship 
wanted - I'm just a simple Joe. 2 71503 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 

Horny Old Men 

I'm looking for much older men over 60 who enjoy 
a lot of slow, sensual oral pleasure. I'm a 48yo 
WM, 6', 165lbs dark hair. Husky/heavyset, 
bearded, non-gym types a plus. 13 71515 


Rim Service Wanted 

WM, horny, mid-40's, hairy, shaved head, 6', 

160, lean-athletic, needs my clean hairy asshole 
sucked, massaged and ? All HIV+ Age/Race O.K. 
2 71516 


Bottom HIV+ ISO Hot Top Man 

Shoulder length brown hair, 6'1", 179, ISO Br, 
Br Top who can take control while we reach a 
level of pleasure and search for more. A buddy 
only/hot sex a must 13 71509 


Can Old Dogs Learn New Tricks? 

Masculine WM life-long pussy eater seeking over 
65 senior to train me to be your on-call oral plea¬ 
sure provider. 

2 71508 


Kewl Blue Collar Top ISO Boy Pup 

GWM 39 with an edge for sexual pleasures, and 
very good at it. ISO tall slim white boy that knows 
how to play hard. Think it's you? Reply! 

2 71504 


Caucasian Bottom For Asian Top 

Mature talented white bottom wants to pleasure 
Asian top w/my muscular tan line butt! 
a 71498 


Endowed Black Man, 50,5’9”, 180 

Needs oral servicing daytimes M-F from a mature, 
oral expert, either clean shaven or moustache 
only. No age Mmit, all races welcome. Direct 
phone required, 
a 71501 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38, 5'11" 175#, seeks well 
built bottom with nice ass for over the knee spank¬ 
ings, role playing and plowing your ass 
a 71496 


FETISHES 

POZ Ass Freak 

40, 5'8" 190 blk Freak rim ass long session while 
watching videos. Into toys, fisting and role play. 
Seeking weekend playmates, a 71513 


Rimmer Looking For Tops 

Asian 40ish btm looking for tops 40-55 for nasty 
hot fun, early morning or afternoon. Needs to ser¬ 
vice a top man orally front & back, body worship, 
role play, and plowing my ass too. Herbs & aroma 
ok. Any race, a 71510 


Looking For Serious Nipple Workout Buddy 

50yr old, stocky 220# serious nip pig w huge 
erect nips. Brn, brn, salt & pepper moustache. 

Into studs w huge nips, muscles & pointed cowboy 
boots! ISO dominant, muscular nip workout boud- 
dy for serious nip workout sessions! Smoker a + 
a 71511 


Oral Sex Coach For Your Ladies 

They learn watching me deep-throat our meat/lick 
sweat off balls/eat ass/gulp piss; your moans cue 
action for them! 13 71507 


Married Straight Into Whipping 

Do you have dungeon and desire to punish bad 
boys? I need a good whipping. I have whips for 
you to use on my bare back, ass, legs, 
a 71505 


Masc 50 Role Play Showing Off 

5'10" 170lbs into getting serviced by talented 
mouth from older in shape suit and tie 
a 71500 


Bi - Threesome Ravish - 69 More 

Me Mr. xx. Age 57 - ISO all bi - couples (21 - 
45) for bi - threesome. 69 all day. French/Greek 
+ + + Drag - Queens too - + + + No Drugs. Only 
"bi" a 71499 


PARTING 

GLANCES 

Fetish Ball - 3/12 - James 

It was your birthday. Let's finish what we started! 
- Marc 
2 71512 


BARd±k 

PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

State Zip 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
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PEOPLE XXX WEB 



FALCON STUDIOS 

READY TO SHOW YOUR STUFF? 
FALCON STUDIOS, 

The premiere gay adult video com¬ 

pany, is holding an open casting call 
on March 25, 2005, 3-6PM. Must 
be 18yo with proof of ID. For 
more info, call 321-6629. 


OLDER MEN 
WANTED 

4 XXX videos and modeling. Only 
55+ men. Good pay call mark 
626-473-2765 or 
modelssf@older4me.com 


FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off+Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www. facto ry v ideos. co m 




Available in 
58 cities. J 
Find | 
men 

wherever 
you are! 


| IayAreaMeporter 

Indicate 
Type Style 
Here T 


PERSONALS ORDER FORM 


X-BOLD Stops Here ▼ BOLD Stops Here ▼ CAPS Stop Here T Regular Stops Here ▼ 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. - 

Payment must accompany ad. 

No ads taken over the - 

telephone. If you have a 

question, call 415.861,5019. - 

Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 

RATES —— 


First line, Regular 6.00 



All subsequent lines 4.00 
CAPS double price 
BOLD double price 
X-BOLD triple price 


L 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 
on Visa and MasterCard. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Card Number 

Name 

Telephone 

3-Digit Security Code Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City 

State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification 

Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 








































































































TELEVISION NETWORK 

Television created by the Gay Community for the Gay Community 


WE INVITE SAN FRANCISCO TO 

EXPERIENCE 



CHICAGO 2006 


~GK>- 



Q TELEVISION NETWORK.... 
GAY NEWS 
GAY TRAVEL 

GAY SPORTS Official Network 

of Gay Games® VII 

GAY DOCUMENTARIES 
GAY LIVE TALK SHOWS 
ORIGINAL PROGRAMMING 

24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK 
3 HOURS OF LIVE INTERACTIVE PROGRAMMING DAILY 



CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CABLE PROVIDER ON HOW YOU CAN GET 
Q TELEVISION NETWORK IN YOUR HOME 
Q IS A PUBLICLY TRADED COMPANY I QBID 

877 - 204-2988 

www.qtelevision.com 




PCM 


Channel 255 








